
Hometown?
Columbia,	IL

What	grades/subjects	have	you	taught	
in	the	past?

4th	grade	 for	one	year,	 1st	grade	 every	 year	 after	
that.

What	 college	did	you	attend	and	what	degree(s)	
did	you	earn?
Saint	 Louis	University,	Bachelor's	Degree	 in	Early	
Childhood	Education

What	 is	your	favorite	 quote	or	saying?
"Never	 look	down	on	someone	unless	you	are	
helping	them	up.”

What	 is	your	current	 favorite	 music	genre?
Right	now,	Christmas!

What	 is	your	favorite	 book?
I	don't	really	have	 one	in	particular,	but	I	love	
Historical	Fiction

What	 is	your	favorite	 movie/tv show?
White	 Christmas.	TV	Show-Right	 now,	The	Good	
Place

Who	was	 your	favorite	 teacher	and	why?
I	have	had	so	many	great	 teachers	 in	my	life.	
Diane	 Stechmesser because	 she	was	 kind	and	
made	 everyone	 feel	 special	and	talented.	 I	also	
learned	 a	lot	from	my	former	 co-worker,	 Jenny	
Neff.	She	 has	a	heart	 of	gold	and	always	has	a	way	
of	knowing	when	I	need	a	little	boost!

What	 is	your	favorite	 thing	 to	do	in	Columbia/Stl
area?
I	love	to	try	new	 restaurants	 and	visit	with	good	
friends!

Where	is	your	favorite	 place	you've	traveled?
I	love	the	beach,	 but	Germany	 was	 a	life-changing	
experience.

Where	do	you	wish	to	visit	in	your	lifetime?
A	river	 cruise	through	 Europe.

What	 are	 your	hobbies	or	are	you	involved	in	any	
organizations/activities	 outside	of	ICS?
I	am	currently	 the	 School	Board	President	at	 my	
children's	school,	St.	Stephen's	Protomartyr.	 I	am	
a	member	 of	the	 choir	at	St.	Stephen's	 Church.	I	
love	playing	Bunco	with	a	band	of	wonderfully	
diverse	 women	in	my	neighborhood.	

What	 is	your	biggest	pet	peeve?
People	who	litter!	

Worst	 fear?
Never	 accomplishing	my	true	purpose	in	life!

Which	famous	actor	 should	play	you	in	your	
movie	and	why?
Kristen	Bell	because	 I	think	she	is	hilarious	and	I	

don't	like	to	take	myself	too	seriously.

What	is	your	favorite	part	of	working	 at	
ICS?		My	co-workers,	my	students,	and	

the	parents.	

What	 accomplishments	or	honors	(professionally	
and/or	 personally)	have	you	achieved?
My	proudest	accomplishment	is	Mom	of	the	Year-
given	to	me	by	my	children,	Jack	and	Oliver.	
Maybe	 I'm	making	that	up,	but	I	would	like	to	think	
I	have	their	 vote!	 My	second	most	important	
awards	 are	 best	teacher	 awards.	Mostly	verbal	
praise,	but	I	cherish	each	and	every	 student	who	
has	told	me,	"You	are	my	favorite	 teacher."	 I	think	
to	myself,	I	should	tell	them	I	am	only	their	3rd	or	
4th	teacher,	 but	then	I	bask	in	the	glory	instead!	:)	
I	also	won	the	"Best	Handwriting"	award	 given	to	
me	by	Diane	Stechmesser in	3rd	Grade.	I	was	
awarded	 the	 Visionary	Woman	Award	through	the	
St.	Louis	Archdiocese	in	2009.	I	also	graduated	
with	Magna	 Cum	Laude	honors	from	St.	Louis	
University.	 In	high	school,	I	was	honored	with	the	
Post	Dispatch	Scholar	Athlete	 Award.	

Who	are	 your	role	models?
I	am	very	 proud	of	my	parents,	Ernie	and	Mary	Sue	
Schoellhorn,	who	are	both	very	 active	 members	of	
the	Immaculate	 Conception	family.	I	am	fortunate	
to	have	 them	as	role	models.	They	are	 also	great	
human	beings	who	bring	me	coffee	when	I	didn't	
have	 time	in	the	morning.	But,	I	digress...

What	 is	your	funniest	teaching	moment?
Oh	my	gosh,	I	wish	I	would’ve	written	that	book	or	
funny	quotes	I	have	heard	over	 the	 years.	 One	of	
my	most	recent	 is	hearing	one	child	say	to	the	
other,	 "If	you	don't	stop,	I	am	telling	Mrs.	
Borgmeyer."	 The	other	 child	said,	"Um,	Mrs.	
Borgmeyer is	right	here	 and	she	can	hear	
everything	 that	is	going	on."	The	first	child	doesn't	
miss	a	beat	and	responds	with,	"Yeah,	well,	if	you	
don't	stop,	I'm	gonna,	I'm	gonna tell	on	you	
forever!"	 I	love	kids.	

Why	did	you	want	to	become	a	teacher?
Ha!	 My	earliest	memory	of	wanting	to	become	a	
teacher	 was	in	second	grade.	I	looked	at	all	the	
Christmas	presents	my	teacher	received	 and	
thought,	yep,	I	want	this	gig.	I	also	thought	it	would	
be	fun	to	grade	tests	instead	of	take	them!	I	was	so	
naive!	We	 also	were	a	proud	foster	family	for	many	
years.	 I	took	a	lot	of	meaning	out	of	helping	my	
foster-siblings.	

What	is	something	that	would	
surprise	us	about	you?
I	was	terribly	shy	as	a	child.	I	hardly	
spoke	at	all	in	class	at	ICS.	I	think	for	many	
years,	people		didn't	believe	I	had	a	voice.	
Boy,	have	I	made	up	for	that!

What	 advice	would	you	give	inspiring	teachers?
You	don't	go	into	teaching	for	the	 pay.	It’s	one	of	
the	 hardest	 jobs	you	could	ever	have.	Your	heart	
will	be	broken	time	and	time	again.	But,	it’s	the	
most	rewarding	 job	you	could	ever	have.	You	get	
to	make	 a	difference	 in	the	life	of	a	child.	You	may	
never	 know	you	made	that	 difference,	 but	that	
child	will	never	forget.	 I	can't	think	of	a	better	 way	
to	live	a	life!

What	 is	your	must-have	 classroom	item?
A	great	 pencil	sharpener!

What	 advice	do	you	give	students	when	they	are	
struggling?
Everyone	 makes	 mistakes.	 I	make	them	 numerous	
times	everyday.	 Your	parents	 make	 mistakes	 too.	
No	one	is	perfect.	Being	 a	kid	is	hard,	but	I	believe	
in	you.	I	remind	them	of	all	the	things	they	do	so	
well.	

What	 is	your	wish	for	your	 students	as	you	see	
them	graduate	 from	ICS?
That	 they	 remember	 SOMETHING	 from	first	
grade!	 Kidding,	I	just	want	them	to	know	that	
they	 are	 always	 loved	and	appreciated	 for	the	
uniqueness	that	 they	 bring	into	the	world.	They	
are	 always	 home	when	they	 come	to	ICS.	

What	 have	 your	students	taught	 you	as	a	teacher	
and	a	person?
So,	so	much.	When	I	was	struggling	with	
infertility	 and	in	the	process	of	adopting,	I	told	my	
students	 at	the	 time	everything.	 A	few	 days	
before	 Christmas	 break	 in	2008,	I	received	a	
phone	call	in	my	classroom	that	the	adoption	we	
had	hoped	for	had	fallen	through.	The	 students	
were	 watching	me	 take	 this	phone	call	and	were	
sitting	on	the	carpet	 silent.	THAT	 NEVER	
HAPPENS.	 I	was	trying	so	hard	to	keep	 my	
composure	for	them.	 I	got	off	the	phone	and	one	
boys	said,	"It's	the	baby,	isn't	it?	The	mom	is	
keeping	 him."	I	couldn't	speak.	Another	girl	said,	
"You	know	what	 Mrs.	Borgmeyer?	 You	are	 already	
a	mom.	There	 are	 19	of	us	and	you	take	care	 of	us	
every	 day."	I	will	never	forget	 the	 kindness	and	
wisdom	I	learned	from	6	and	7	year-olds	that	 day.	
Children	love	you	unconditionally	and	always	
believe	 in	your	best	version.

How	 do	you	build	relationships	with	your	
students?
I	just	let	them	know	they	 are	 loved.	

How	 do	you	engage	students	in	their	
learning	experience?
I	make	 jokes,	tell	stories,	sing,	dance,	
maybe	 do	a	cart-wheel	 or	two!

Mrs. Borgmeyer
1st Grade
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