
 
 

 
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION PARISH • 411 PALMER ROAD • COLUMBIA, IL 62236 • 618-281-5105 

November 15, 2019 

 

Dear 7
th

 and 8
th

 Grade Families of Immaculate Conception Parish, 

 

We are writing to share a special invitation from Ss. Peter and Paul Parish in Waterloo: Your child is cordially 

invited to attend the upcoming Luke 18 Retreat, from Friday, January 17
th

 – Sunday, January 19
th

. 

 

Ss. Peter and Paul have been offering the Luke 18 Retreat to their junior high members for many years, and this 

effort has been coordinated by parishioners Marty and Haley Kovarik. Some ICC parents have already shared 

that they are very interested in having this opportunity for their children, and we are quite excited to have SPP 

expand the opportunity to include our students. 

 

Note that the registration deadline is December 20
th

 – what a lovely Christmas present this retreat would make! 

Immaculate Conception will cover half of the cost of the retreat, so the cost for ICC members is only $25. 

(Scholarships are available if this would be a hardship for your family.) 

 

Please read Haley Kovarik’s detailed note on the following pages, and talk to your student about this new 

opportunity to join their peers and experience how God is good – all the time! 

 

           
Fr. Carl E. Scherrer Mike Kish Lizanne Young 

Pastor ICS Principal Director of Faith Formation 

frcarl@iccmail.org mkish@icsmail.org lyoung@iccmail.org 

 

 
Greetings from Ss. Peter and Paul Parish in Waterloo! 
 
We are excited to expand our Luke 18 Retreat invitation to the youth of Immaculate Conception 
Parish. It is an excellent opportunity for your child to experience God's love in new and exciting 
ways through songs, games, sharing and a series of talks given by high school and college 
parishioners of Ss. Peter and Paul.  
 
The 7th and 8th graders, called Lukers, will learn how to integrate their faith into their lives as 
they make the transition to young adults of the Church. The weekend encourages them to 
share God's love with others on a more personal level than is usually possible in a typical 
religion class. As Pope Francis wrote in "Christus Vivit," our youth are not just the future of the 
Church, but its present, and this retreat celebrates them as full members of our faith 
community. 
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The Luke 18 retreat weekend is organized and coordinated by Ss. Peter and Paul parishioners 
Marty and Haley Kovarik who have been involved with Luke 18 for fifteen years. Once the 
weekend begins, a team of young adults, high school and college-age, will guide the Lukers in 
share groups and other forms of ministry. "Youth ministering youth" will enable your child to 
relate more easily to the experience of living as a young Christian in the 21st century. 
 
The retreat will be held from Friday, January 17th to Sunday, January 19th at Gibault Catholic 
High School. Friday evening check-in will begin at 7:00PM. The retreat concludes on Sunday 
with Mass at 1:00PM; families are encouraged to attend Mass with their Luker. 
 
It is an overnight retreat, and Lukers will sleep in male-only and female-only rooms throughout 
the school, closely supervised by our volunteers and parent hall monitors. Lukers are expected 
to attend the entire retreat. NOTE: if your child is playing in the Diocesan Basketball 
tournament that weekend but would still be interested in participating in this retreat, please 
contact Haley at 618-559-1471 or haleymkovarik@gmail.com 
 
Registration is submitted online via Google Forms at the following link: 
https://forms.gle/Ps2tYSRtkRA6fJTr6. Registration must be submitted by December 20th. If 
you have more than one child attending, please submit a separate form for each child.  
 
The cost of the retreat is $50 per child, and $25 of that is covered by Immaculate Conception, 
so your cost will be $25. This fee covers your child's meals, snacks, and drinks on Saturday and 
Sunday. Each child also receives a Luke 18 T-shirt. Registration is complete once payment is 
received. Please send your $25/student payment (checks made out to Immaculate Conception, 
memo “Luke 18”) to the Parish or School Office no later than the morning of December 20th.  
 
Please discuss the Luke 18 Retreat with your child and prayerfully consider your child attending. 
The retreat has inspired faith and reaffirmed God’s love in hundreds of Ss. Peter and Paul youth 
over the last three decades, and we are hopeful that your child will be inspired, too.  
 
Consider this testimony from Young Adult Leader, Maddie Phelps: “I always thought that 
religion was something fixed: like a religion or PSR class, or church on a Sunday morning. Luke 
18 changed all of that; it showed me that God is all around us, and getting to experience that 
with my friends was something I will never forget! Now, as I prepare for my fifth and definitely 
not final Luke 18 Retreat, I wish I could tell every hesitant student to go and give it a try; it just 
might change your life.”  
 
Thank you, and we hope to share our message of faith and love with your child at Luke 18. 
 
Haley & Marty Kovarik 
618-559-1471 (text-friendly) 
haleymkovarik@gmail.com 
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