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Celebrating 165 years of Mission, Community, Service. 

The mission of Immaculate Conception School is to provide experiences to inspire, challenge, and nurture 
 the mind, body, and spirit of our students within the framework of the Gospel of Jesus Christ  

and the tradition of the Catholic Church. 
 

                    

“God is good!” 
December 20, 2019       Bienvenido el parochia!         V. 45  #26 
 
Dear Parent,  

 

 
WEDNESDAY  NIGHT WAS ANOTHER SPIRITUAL GIFT!   140+ Grades K-3 students 
generated a crowd of 500+.   There is something about the sound of a child’s voice.  Our God 
was really smart in coming in the form of a baby and “There is nothing stranger than a baby in a 
manger”.  A God who loves us so much that He went through all our trials and tribulations and 
joy calls for a party!   Thanks to Mr. Hake, our K-3 Faculty and narrator Mrs. Shari Murphy for a 
delightful evening, wrapped around the Greatest Story Ever Told!  Fall on your knees! 
 
STEWARDSHIP COMMITMENT   As a Full Stewardship Parish, we need all forms returned by 
parishioners with children in ICS or PSR by January 7.  We spend way too much of Mr. Keith 
Huel’s time trying to get these in.   If they are not in by the 7th, a notice of “out of school” will be 
mailed out till completed.  Either we are a Full Stewardship Parish, or we are not.  Please 
commit and get them in.   After 7 years, we ought to have this down. We provide an excellent 
Catholic education but that is based on the Sunday Gospels.  We need Sunday attendance for 
the Catholic education and the academics and life skills to fall in place.  Anyone who has issues 
with the Church, should feel free to contact Fr. Carl or a member of the clergy or even the 
Principal who will try not to dish out any bad theology. Pope Francis released more files this 
week as the Church tries to become more transparent and accountable. What would happen to 
this world if we took our faith seriously?  I bet we would have a lot more happier people and 
bring Joy to the world! 
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NEED THAT LAST MINUTE GIFT FOR GRANDMA AND GRANDPA?        DINNER AUCTION 
TICKETS went on sale 12/1. Buy early and save! 

There's No Place Like Home is the theme this year.  For the first time ever it will be held in our 
very own new CEAC Center on Feb. 22, 2020. Tickets are $60 per person and may be 
purchased by sending in a check to school made payable to ICS Parents and Friends or online 
at https://icshome.givesmart.com.  Buy them before they go up!   Give Grandma and Grandpa a 
ticket for Christmas.   They’ll love it! 
 
OR  MAGAZINE RENEWAL DRIVE   Another great Christmas gift idea!  Visit  
www.gaschoolstore.com   to ORDER ONLINE.  It is easier, faster, and less expensive.  Our 
school   I.D. number is 2710556.   Your child gets credit for our January drive!   Since 1981, the  
Eugene J. Schorb   Immaculate Conception Fund for Catholic Education (Endowment 
Fund) has received   $482,518.34, and is generating over  $20,000  a year in interest! For the 
next 4 years, our School Board has committed profits from our drive to the new Catholic 
Education and Activity Center. So far we’ve donated over $20,000!  This year’s drive will have 2 
major changes.  We are encouraging ONLINE sales. 1)  We are dropping the “Bill-Me-Later” 
and taking upfront payments to cut our losses on collection/turnaround/postage.  2)  We are 
rollng out an additional program called “Ready-Set-fund” which looks pretty cool.  Last year our 
sellers attained tuition credit towards over 900 colleges and universities worth $123,000 through 
the SAGE Scholars Tuition Rewards.   34 earned $2500  and 38 $1000 tuition credit so schools 
like McKendree, Milliken, Quincy, DePaul, Lindenwood, Fontbonne, Dayton and Creighton.  
Students can earn up to $20,000 over their Magazine Renewal and Sales life and it is 
transferable within the family.   More info. on kick-off day January 14! 

 
We won the annual Funderwear challenge for 2019.  We 
now lead the series 6-5.  4875 items were donated by ICS 
families and 3360 by SPPCS families.  The Falcons won 

the basketbal game. We won this.   But really 
DayStar won! 
 

YOUNG AUTHORS TURN-IN...AND LOOKING FOR NEXT CHAIR 
It’s that time again!  Turn in date for the spring Young Authors contest will be Tuesday, January 
21st.   This will also be the jeans day for students turning in a story.  The K-4 assembly will be 
Feb. 19th.  We will again need parent volunteers for judging.  Please contact Carrie 
Stark: cbraun79@aol.com if you’d like to be a judge this year.  We will also need a new chair 
for the Young Authors program next year.  Interested? 
Contact Carrie with questions or for more information.  You might consider shadowing the 
spring turn-in and judging process to learn the ropes for next year. 
  
Guidelines:  Please do not write your name on your story, instead use a post-it note or attach 
your name on a separate piece of paper with a paperclip.  The emphasis of the Young Authors 
program is on creativity! A parent volunteer will judge your work based on its originality, its 
organization (does your story have a beginning, middle, and ending?), and on its use of clear, 
descriptive words. Stories are evaluated based 75% on creativity and 25% on grammar and 
punctuation. You may also enter a poem.  Students in grades 5 through 8 may also enter non-
fiction essays including classroom assignments. Judges will be looking for clear, descriptive 
sentences and well-organized paragraphs. Any submission may be written at home or as part of 
a classroom assignment. Please do not submit work that has been entered in Young Authors 
competition in a previous year.  Young Authors is designed to encourage the student to write, 
however a parent can help with proofreading grammar, punctuation, and spelling.  Very young 
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authors may tell their story to a parent while the parent writes/types the story. It is important that 
the story be “in the child’s own words,” which is the state rule for the Young Authors program. 
Parents should encourage their children to work on their submissions as independently as 
possible.  Students in grade K-4 receive their Young Authors awards at presentations following 
each judging. Older students receive theirs at the Awards Night in May. All winners from fall and 
spring are entered into a drawing, and one randomly selected student from each grade will be 
invited to attend the regional Young Authors’ Conference. 

Young Authors is one of the best programs we have.   Writing uses the most parts of 

your brain so it is a real mental work-out and “grows” the brain power. “The difference 

between the almost right word and the right word is really a large matter. ’tis the difference between the 

lightning bug and the lightning.”  Mark Twain(who made a living  on the creek just a couple mile away.) 

Free SLU Billiken Tickets:   Contact Mr. Kish by the end of school today for the first 2 
sets. 
25 tickets for tomorrow for the SLU Women vs. Kansas at 1:00.  Also Shootaround 
Sunday*  (Jayhawks are 8-0) 
15 tickets SLU Men vs UMASS  at 3:00 on Sunday, January 5.  
(tickets are in student section) 
25  tickets SLU Women vs VCU at 3:00 on Sunday, January 12.   Also Shootaround 
Sunday* 
*kids can go on the court after the game to shoot around and get team autographs. 
 
CHESS TEAM FOR THE NEW YEAR! We now have 98  Grade 2 through 8th graders playing 
chess! Thanks to Coach Cyra Herrmann!  Get these dates on your calendar: 
Chess Schedule: 
Practices: In the Garden Level Tuesdays from 3:00-4:30   Grades 2 & 3 - 1/7, 1/21, 2/4, 
2/18, 3/3, 3/17, 3/31  Grades 4 through 8 - 1/14, 1/28, 2/11, 2/25, 3/10, 3/24    
 
Chess Meets:     St. Teresa - January 25, Blessed Sacrament - February 22, ICS - March 7, St. 
Clare - March 14,  Queen of Peace - April 4 (Diocesan) 
 
INTERMEDIATE SPEECH sign ups are up now in Ms. Catie Taylors room.  If we need tryouts 
they will be in early January.  We will see how many kids we have sign up. 
 
HISTORY BEE TRYOUTS FOR THE 2020 SEASON will be held in Ms. Catie Taylor’s room on 
Monday, January 13th at 3:15.  The tryouts will be in the form of a written test with the top ten 
moving on to the online exam later in January.  Anyone in grades 6-8 can sign up.  Sign up 
sheet on the board in Room 226.  Contact Ms. Taylor if questions. 

  
MATH PRACTICE   (Gr. 6-8)  In preparation for  MathCounts and high school contest team 
building.   6-8 are invited to come. Practice schedule-3:00-4:00 Mrs. Weiler’s room: 
Thurs.  Jan. 9,  16,  23, 30  MathCounts Competition Feb. 1 SIU-E 
 
REPORT CARDS will be sent home January 17th.  With snow 3 days, the quarter has been 
extended.  Please keep an eye on Option C and move that C+ to a B and move up on the 
Honor Roll.  Oftentimes, a point or 2 is all it takes.   Just like 211, the one additional degree 
makes you boil! 
 
  
 



END OF THE YEAR   Please catch up on all bills so our annual report will be as exact as 
possible.  Mail them in so we get them before the end of the year or drop them into the 
collection basket.  Thank you! 
 
THANKS   to Parents and Friends for again funding half of the teacher Christmas  bonuses this 
year!  And a sincere thank you for all your support and commitment to all year through! 
 
THANKS to Alan Biehle(Julia and Kathryn Hoeflinger’s Uncle) for some additional safety 
support for our classroom.  His great carpentry work reminds us of The Great Carpenter who 
got his start in life in a wooden manger and would end it on a wooden cross.  Thanks Alan! 
 
Griffin Center-BUILDERS CLUB  Sr. Beth Ruder, D.C., We delivered 143 gifts to the Griffin 
Center to brighten the day of children living in the Orr-Weather housing area.  I got to meet the 
new Director, Dr. Young, and I can tell already she is going to be good for the nearly 400 
students they serve in the after-care program.  Sr. Beth works tirelessly there and The Griffin 
Center is a mission of Catholic Urban Programs.  The Catholic Church is the largest and most 
efficent operating charity in the United States and the world.  Catholic Relief Services, St. 
Vincent dePaul, Catholic Hospitals, Nursing Homes, children’s homes, Knights of Columbus, 
soup kitchens, parish food pantries, and YOUR generosity makes it so.  I know Pride is one of 
the 7 capital sins but Ol’ Dizzy Dean said “it ain’t braggin’ if ya’ done it.”    And we do it!  I wish 
the world would admit it. 
 
SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES: 

                                              

      
 
BLANKETS FOR BABIES have been coming in great!  New or gently used baby blankets of all 
sizes and baby clothes sizes premie, 0-3 months, 3-6 months would be wonderful. Preemie-
newborn-0 to 3 months-3 to 6 months-*no zippers please*  
6th Grade Inc.  really turned out some cute tie-blankies and they will make nice loving 
keepsakes!  I also bet they smell like cookies! 
 

Saturday night was a lot of fun.  Sure wish we had a bigger crowd.  
Thanks to our 6th grade for showing up in grand fashion!  And thanks to the 
Knights of Columbus for hosting for us!   Steve Wilson was named “Knight 
of the Year” for his faithfulness and leadership of the annual car show. 
 
The Jazz Band sounded the best ever too! 
 
 
 
Picture by Donna Videmsheck Photography, Inc. 

 
Quarterly AmazonSmile notification: Immaculate Conception Church,  received a quarterly 
donation of $127.46 thanks to customers shopping at smile.amazon.com.  To date:  $1,507.03  
 

https://smile.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=2J2QWL2M674AN&K=2WLVCFFH2K1HY&M=urn:rtn:msg:20191216140156b3102320978e46cc9a4ded7e0e40p0na&R=HX5G2L57SUUO&T=C&U=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fref%3Dpe_8705550_449504800_smi_em_disb_body1&H=MYODRAXSRYKZPN00BKMDKPYNQIEA&ref_=pe_8705550_449504800_smi_em_disb_body1


HOST FAMILIES NEEDED  I am very thankful for the opportunity to work with Gibault Catholic 
HS and the international students who study there. We are truly making dreams come true. Many of 
our students have dreamed of coming to the US to study and experience our culture since they were 
young.  We have two students coming to Gibault Catholic HS for the Spring semester, arriving in early 
January.   We continue in our search for good host families. I am contacting you and other members of 
the surrounding communities in hopes that you will know of someone who would make a great host 
family in the area for these students. Would you please take a moment to think about a family who would 
provide a good home for any of these students and pass this information along? You can receive $100 
for referring a family to host.   
Host families come in all shapes and sizes, some are empty-nesters, couples with no children, homes 
with teenagers or young children. The possibilities are endless. A host family needs to provide a bed, 
meals, and transportation to and from school and will receive a monthly stipend. This is a great 
way to share with a student your beliefs, culture, and community.   
 Thank you for helping their dreams of studying in the US and staying with a loving family come true!  
Andrea Bodinet, Regional Manager, Central Region, Educatius Group 
Cell Number: 618-250-2569    andrea.bodinet@educatius.org www.educatius.org 

 
CALENDAR December 
20  Last day before Christmas break(No PM latchkey) 
24  Christmas Eve Masses at 5:00 and 10:00 
25  Christmas Day Masses at 9:00 and 11:00 
January 2020 
3   Teacher work day 
6   School Resumes, Camp Ondesonk Gr. 2-8  8:10, Nolan 
13  Principal’s meeting-Pinckneyville 12:30 
17  Child Protection Children’s Component-8:30 start  PreS and PreK, K-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 
      Luke 18 Retreat by SPP Church at Gibault, TEC Retreat HERE-CAMPUS CLOSED thru  
 January  20       
20 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, no school 
21  Young Authors Turn-in, dress down day 
26  Catholic Schools Week 
27  Anniversary of our Church Dedication, Missions International Board Meeting-Highland 
30-Feb. 2  Scholastic Book Fair 
31  Team Quest with Sr. Thea Bowman School 

 
BUILDERS CLUB NEWS                                                  

                                  
 

It’s time for major fundraising for Kids Against Hunger.  70 boxes = 
15,120 meals and costs us $3,500 for product.   See me today please 
Ms. Walker and Director and Committee. 
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Open House is January 26 to kick-off Catholic Schools Week.  12:15-2:00.  We will need 
Builders Club for Student Ambassadors. 
 
January 27 is the anniversary of the dedication of our Church.  We will move the All-School 
Mass to that Monday to celebrate it and Catholic Schools Week.  Fr. Gary will have the Mass as 
Fr. Carl will be off to Florida in search of palms.  Join us and give thanks!  From time 
immemorial, humans have constructed beautiful houses for God! 
 
GRADS IN THE NEWS…  Congratulations to Zoe Swip (ICS ’18) on her Honorable Mention 
by the Republic-Times for the All Local Volleyball First Team! (Maddie’s proud too!) 
 
GIBAULT CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL     You’re invited- GCHS Christmas Concert   a fun 
evening of Christmas tunes, performed by the GCHS Hawkapellas, chorus, band, and jazz 
band on Sunday, December 22 at 7PM in Hustedde gym. Free admission and refreshments! 
  
Winter Baseball and Softball Camps   Students in grades 5-8--- winter baseball or softball 
camp---skills and drills to improve your game---Coach Andy Skaer and Coach Kathy Bernal and 
current GCHS players.  December 26-28  9-11:30AM (baseball camp)  12-2PM (softball camp) 

 Where: Hustedde gymnasium, Gibault 
Andy Skaer (askaer@gibaulthawks.com)   Kathy Bernal (kbernal1962@gmail.com) 

 
Attention 6-8 grade students!   Join the Gibault Ambassadors Club for a mini lock-in on 
Saturday, January 11 from 4-10PM. Movies, flash-light scavenger hunt, kickball tournaments, 
and more! RSVP by Tuesday, January 7 to Kara Hoke (khoke@gibaulthawks.com) 
 
THE COLUMBIA VOLUNTEER  FIRE DEPT will be hosting a Benefit Mouse Races and Silent 
and Live Auction on Saturday, January 11, 2020 at Turner Hall in Columbia.  This year’s profit  
will be donated to the Reddick family.  Tickets are $25(free soda-draft beer).  Doors open at 
6:00---first race at 7:00.  Connie Huebner has tickets to sell.   Thanks for supporting the CVFD! 
 
LUKE: 18  Thanks to Maddie Phelps for visiting yesterday and explaining Luke: 18.  Sts. Peter 
and Paul Parish has invited our 7th-8th grades to a Luke: 18 retreat over the Martin Luther King, 
Jr. weekend.   We have the Diocesan basketball tourney that weekend but they will work 
around it for students playing.  Our Parish is hosting the Teens Encounter Christ (TEC) 
weekend here that same time.  (As a parent, I can honestly say that TEC was the best religious 
encounter my 3 daughters experienced in High School.)  We mailed out invites on Luke: 18.  
Please consider this.  Scholarships available.  As a parent, you will love the spiritual growth you 
see in your child! 
 
"ATTENTION 4TH THROUGH 8TH GRADERS! You and five or six  friends have the 
opportunity to earn a sleigh load of prizes, cash, and other goodies through a competition of co-
ed winter dodgeball between schools. Make sure to tell your parents they have the opportunity 
to earn guest prizes and giveaways, all in the same place! Grab your coat and your snow boots 
and sled on down to Columbia High School on January 18th for a friendly snowball fight. 4th 
and 5th grade, your bracket starts at 11:00 AM. 6th through 8th grade, your bracket starts at 
2:00 PM! Remember, you and your team are guaranteed 2 games and will be competing for a 
cash prize and a sleigh load of bragging rights, SO DON’T MISS IT! Let’s see ICS in the 
winners circle and beat SPPS!" 

 
SCRIP  is on sale in the school office.  Still only one account---for the parish---for CEAC---but it 
seems more convenient from here. 
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2020 is a census year for our country.  Joseph and 
Mary had to travel to Bethlehem to fill their census 
commitment.  Bethlehem means “bread”.   An accuarate 
census count helps raise taxes and provide services---the 
bread---for our people. 
 
 
 
 
 

Heard via FaceBook that Lindsay White is back from Texas with good reports!  Thanks be to 
God and what an awesome Christmas lift! 
 
TOM KEEVEN, SR. started chemo Monday but is responding well to other treatments.  I do not 
think either Ed or Tom could have worked harder for our parish and school.  Please continue 
the prayers.  St. Peregrine, pray for us.   Venerable Fulton J. Sheen, pray for us.  And be 
another miracle worker! 
 
Please pray for DAN HOEFLINGER, age 54, Uncle to Kathryn and Julia Hoeflinger, who has 
been diagnosed with Lymphoma. He has a fighter’s attitude according to brother Chuck and 
that is a plus!  Jesus was the greatest possibility thinker of all time.  Venerable Fulton J. Sheen, 
pray for us. 
 
ED SCHAEFER  The surgery was successful and Ed may not need chemo. He is home! 
 

A MAN OUTSTANDING IN OUR FIELD!  This is a picture of Ed 
Schaefer as he visually surveyed the playground preparation for us.  
He prepared the field and then checked drainage after a good rain 
before okaying it for asphalt. We are blessed!  Prayers for Ed! 
 
 
 

 
Our sincere condolences to Trish Adams(John, Johnny, Anna, Kate)  and Family on the loss of 
her Dad Phillip Bibb Monday night unexpectedly at age 91.  Please keep the family in your 
prayers.  He really led a full life and has a lot to be proud of in all God’s people he served and 
how active Trish and the family are in our parish life! 
 

Philip Ray Bibb, Sr., 91, of Bowling Green, went home to be reunited with his 
wife and his Lord on Monday, Dec. 16, while living at Lynn’s Heritage House in 
Louisiana.  Funeral services will be at 10 a.m. on Saturday, Dec. 21 at the St. 
Clement Catholic Church with the Fr. Henry Ussher officiating. Burial will follow 
in the St. Clement Cemetery.  Visitations will be from 3-7 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 
20 at the Bibb-Veach Funeral Home in Bowling Green. 
 

Philip was born June 6, 1928 to Ray and Opal Earl (Burks) Bibb. He exchanged vows with Irene 
Teresa Scherder in Spokane, Wash., on June 23, 1951. She preceded him in death in 2009. 
 
Others left to carry on his legacy include sons, Philip Ray “Buddy” Bibb, Jr. and wife, Peggy, of 
Bowling Green; Clifford Joseph Bibb and wife, Diane, of Bowling Green; William Burks Bibb and 
wife, Nancy, of Austin, Texas and Charles Michael Bibb and wife, Rose, of Prairie Village, Kan.; 
a daughter, Patricia Sue Adams and husband, John, of Columbia, Ill.; along with 15 



grandchildren and eight great-grandchildren.  He was preceded in death by his beloved wife, 
parents, an infant son, Joseph Bibb; a brother, Earl Benton Bibb and a sister, Dorothy Krein. 
 
Philip was a life-long resident of Bowling Green serving the Lord, his country, his family and his 
community. He graduated from Bowling Green High School in May of 1946 in what many of us 
know as the old junior high building. While he was originally a member of the First Presbyterian 
Church in Bowling Green, the love of his life, Irene, converted him to St. Clement Catholic 
Church where he spent many years volunteering in the church’s community in addition to his 
weekly adoration hours. 
 
Philip joined the military to serve his country honorably in not one but two branches, United 
States Army from 1946-1947 and then again in the United State Air Force during the Korean 
War from 1951-1953. While he served at two different periods in our armed forces, his love for 
service to his community expanded after his enlistment had come to an end.  Philip sat on 
various committees and boards throughout his life including the Bowling Green R-I School 
Board for 12 years, which included serving as board president; St. Clement School Board 
where he also served as president; St. Clement Parish Council where he served as president; 
Bowling Green Rotary Club where he held the title of president; Bowling Green Planning and 
Zoning Committee; Bowling Green Public Works Committee; St Clement Knights of Columbus; 
National Association of Realtors; Missouri Association of Realtors and East Central Board of 
Realtors. He was also a proud member of VFW Post #5553 where he once held the title of 
Commander and he took great honor marching with his fellow veterans in local parades. His 
goal was to always ensure his children and grandchildren were left with a better community 
when his years of service were over.  While Philip maybe remembered largely for his time as 
Postmaster at the Bowling Green Post Office from 1948-1983, he held many, many jobs 
afterwards. He sold insurance at Farm Bureau Insurance in 1983 before moving onto Pike 
County Mutual Insurance in 1984 until his son Buddy took over in 1991. He sold real estate for 
Suddarth Real Estate from 1991-1995 and then finally retiring after spending some time with 
J&D Realty.  There was another love in Philip’s life, however, and that was Bowling Green 
Bobcats sports. He loved telling tales of playing basketball in his day. He could always be seen 
and heard in the stands rooting on his children, grandchildren and eventually even great-
grandchildren. When he wasn’t in the stands, he was standing along the courses while his 
grandchildren ran cross country, yelling louder and prouder than anyone else. The 
grandchildren who didn’t live in Bowling Green were not immune from his thunderous support. If 
there was a place for him to sit and cheer on his grandchildren, he did it louder and prouder 
than anyone else – whether it be in sports, musicals or even band competitions.  While in 
school Philip played the trumpet proudly and three of his grandchildren followed in his footsteps. 
Outside of his children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren, Philip enjoyed rooting on the St. 
Louis Cardinals and passed that love on to all in his family. 
 
Serving as pallbearers are grandchildren Marianne Everhart, Michael Bibb, Alexander Bibb, 
Shelby Bibb, Jackson Bibb and Johnny Adams. Honorary pallbearers are the rest of the 
grandchildren Joey McCollum, Jama Mix, Matt Cohea, Samuel Bibb, Clary Luecke, Audrey 
Bibb, Emily Stephan, Anna Adams and Kate Adams. 
In lieu of flowers the family is asking for donations to be made to the St. Clement School or the 
St. Clement Church. 
 
PRAYERS:  Special Intention Tom Keeven, Sr., Ed Schaefer, Dan Hoeflinger, Donna Kania,  
Lindsay  White, Danielle Dorlac, Libby LoPorto,  Tom Giovanni, Dion Scherr Miller, Dorothy 
Buechler, Owen Jordan, Anthony Hendricks, Mark Fiore, Shawn Eichoff, Charlie Stockes,  
George Perry, Angela Roepke, Jan Hoffmann, Bill West, Jennifer Nesser, Patrick Kish, Tom 
Kish, Patti Rottler, Mike Taylor, Richard Prater,  Lindsey Herbeck   



Hey, that’s my Pew!  Christmas brings out many once/twice-a-year souls to Church.  It is part 
of our mission to welcome them and make them feel at home without all the jokes or frustrations 
of someone sitting in your seat or making the Communion line longer or coming an hour early to 
get a seat and then leaving at Communion.  God loves us all equally OR God would not be 
God!  Jesus never said “Like One Another”---He said “Love One Another”.  It’s impossible to like 
everbody but we can love one another by respecting them, cutting them some slack, and 
maybe sometimes giving them space to sort things out---and don’t forget prayer. And not the 
kind of prayer where we pray they become like us either.  Genuine prayer. We must love each 
other equally and maybe this opens the door to becoming a regular customer at The Table of 
the Lord and our community!   
 
This Sunday’s Matthew 1: 18-24 speaks to us about the fulfillment and foreshadowing of the 
prophets of old.  No god had ever before come to earth and stayed with the people.   No god 
had ever come in human form.  No god had ever stayed with his people in the form of bread.  
The very human story of a god fulfilling what had been written and foretold for thousands of 
years would surely not have ended up this way, would it?  But it did.  I have often contended 
that if some friends and I were going to sit down and create a god, we surely wouldn’t have 
created this one.  And in my own understanding of what faith is, I realize this is further reason 
for me to believe.  There’s nothing stranger than a God in a manger. 
 

“All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 
Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

and they shall name him Emmanuel, 
which means "God is with us." 

When Joseph awoke, 
he did as the angel of the Lord had commanded him 

and took his wife into his home.” Mt. 1: 18-24 
 
We are an Incarnation people!   Merry Christmas in the best spiritual sense of the words and 
happy New Year in growing in the faith! 
 

Mike Kish 
Principal 
 
Ps  The two scripts following are from a history lover and the Chief Shepherd of the Diocese.  Boy can he write!    

Evolutionary Quirks Helped Poinsettias Rule the Holidays 
D-brief By Eric Betz 
The tiny little yellow guy is the actual flower. The red bits are leaves. (Credit: 
Scott Bauer/USDA) 
Poinsettias are a holiday icon. Their crimson colors are so commonplace this 
time of year that they practically blend into the background. And once the 
holidays are over, they'll disappear like so many Christmas trees.  But these 
seemingly boring flowers actually hide a fascinating history. Poinsettias owe 
their holiday prevalence to some weird quirks of evolution — and one clever 

Southern California entrepreneur. 
Christmas Colors 
The poinsettia has been tied to Christmas for centuries, with the tradition starting not long after Catholicism 
reached the new world. There are roughly 100 poinsettia species native to Central America, and some of these 
flowering shrubs can grow more than 10 feet tall. 
Europeans saw religious symbolism in these blood-red flowers that bloomed around the winter solstice. They 
weren’t the first, either; Aztecs also used poinsettias in their ceremonies. But those red flowers aren’t actually 
flowers at all. They’re leaves. 
To explain, let’s take a quick dive into the evolutionary history of flowers. Some 90 percent of modern land plants 
are angiosperms — basically, they flower. And scientists think all those flowers descended from one common 
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ancestor. Earlier this year, researchers announced that the first bloom likely happened some 140 million years 
ago. 
Back then, as today, flowers had the same basic components. There’s the stamen — the plant’s pollen-producing 
organ, which is housed in the ovary. The petals protect those organs and attract pollinators to help the plant 
reproduce. Below the flower, you’ll find support leaves called the sepal and the bract. The magnificent reds you 
see from poinsettias are actually the bract.  The bract leaves help prop up the olive flower in this USDA handbook 
illustration. (Credit: USDA) 
Flowers That Need Darkness 
Over time, evolution has taken flowers down many routes. And that’s where we get back to the poinsettia. Its bract 
evolved bright Christmas hues — among other colors — to attract pollinators. And its real petals shrunk until they 
were lost to evolutionary history. 
You can see this for yourself if you take a close look at the poinsettias in your home or workplace. The flower is 
actually a tiny green or yellow structure that looks more like a stamen. After the flower’s pollen is gone — post 
Christmas — the bracts fall off, leaving poinsettias looking rather drab until next winter. 
But evolving giant red bracts alone wouldn’t have been enough to make poinsettias a holiday tradition. They 
needed to flower at Christmas. Many plants die back as the nights grow longer ahead of the winter solstice. But 
that same darkness is the exact thing that makes poinsettias’ bracts change from boring green to Christmas 
crimson. 
The process is called photoperiodism. Poinsettias don’t turn red until they’ve had at least five days with 12 hours of 
darkness. That’s a lesson learned by anyone who’s tried to keep a poinsettia for next Christmas — they need 
special care to flower again. 
The Ecke Empire 
Our final history lesson reveals how these evolutionary quirks made poinsettias a holiday season mainstay. Back in 
the 1800s, Joel Roberts Poinsett, a botanist and the first American ambassador to Mexico, introduced the plants 
to the U.S. But it took a California entrepreneur named Paul Ecke and his family to turn them into the most 
commonly sold potted plant in the country. 
Nearly a century ago, Ecke figured out how to grow poinsettias as an indoor potted plant — his business grew until 
it was selling them around the country. And in the 1960s, under the leadership of his son, Paul Ecke Jr., their 
company created a hybrid that would bloom for weeks instead of days. 
Then Ecke Jr. cunningly got his flowers into Christmas-themed magazine photo shoots and TV show backdrops 
until the public saw poinsettias as a standard symbol of the holidays. By the time Paul Ecke III sold the family 
business in 2012, their company controlled half of the worldwide poinsettia market — an empire built on 
evolutionary and human resourcefulness. 
 

 
 

                           
 
“Out of the Manger and into the World”   (Is 40:25-31 and Mt 11:28-30) 
Ad Limina Homily,  Archbasilica of St. John Lateran,  Wed., Dec. 11, 2019  The Vatican 
The Most Reverend Edward K. Braxton, Ph.D., S.T.D. 
Bishop of Belleville, Illinois 
 
What are we doing to get Jesus out of the manager and into our hearts; into our 
Dioceses; and into the world? 
 Dear Sisters and Brothers in Jesus Christ: 
 In a certain sense, this is a central message of the word of God during Advent: Out of the 
manger and into the world! 
 Mathew’s Gospel, Jesus of Nazareth tells us He knows that we, who serve as shepherds 
of His people, are at times, burdened by our labors. Yet even when we take his yoke upon our 
shoulders, He will give us rest. Isaiah, the prophet, reminds us that God gives us strength when 
we feel faint; when we feel weak, He makes us abound in vigor. “Do you not know or have you 
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not heard? The LORD is the eternal God, creator of the ends of the earth. Even though you are 
young you may grow weary and faint. Yes, even in your youth, you may stumble and fall. But, if 
you look to the Lord, you will gain a new strength. You will run the course and neither grow 
weary nor faint. You will take wings and fly like eagles!” 
 
 There is no talk of the endearing baby Jesus, grace-filled Mary, puzzled Joseph, quaint 
shepherds, singing angels, shooting stars, or exotic magi. The Word of God addressed to each 
of us during our Ad Limina visits with the Holy Father and his collaborators in the Petrine 
ministry are words of support, encouragement and challenge as we strive to get Jesus out of 
the manger and into the cold stable of our world. 
 
 And, in the United States, we know just how cold that stable can be. We labor daily to 
bring the warmth, mercy, and life-changing love of Jesus into so many different stables: the cold 
stable of a secular culture which is counting shopping days until the “holidays”, not praying days 
until the Christmas “holy days”; the cold stable of our fractured politics with our people polarized 
concerning the president; the cold stable of our society marred by the racial, economic, and 
educational divide; and the cold stable of our Church staggering from what may be the greatest 
moral crisis in the history of the Church in the United States. In each of our dioceses, the chill of 
the stables in need of the warmth of Christ is different. At times, the impact of these cold stables 
may seem manageable. At other times, it may seem overwhelming. During our time together 
‘round Peter’s Chair and near the tomb of Peter, the denier of Christ who became the Rock, and 
the tomb of Paul, the persecutor of Christ who became the greatest proclaimer of His Good 
News, we are invited to meditate on the best ways of getting Jesus out of the manger and into 
the world in our own Local Churches while remaining meek and humble of heart. 
 This morning we are commemorating the Lord’s Supper surrounded by heroic sculptures 
of the twelve apostles, whose ministry we strive to emulate. We are gathered in this historic 
Cathedral Archbasilica of the Most Holy Savior and of Saint John the Baptist and Saint John the 
Evangelist at the Lateran, the Cathedral Church of the Bishop of the Diocese of Rome, the seat 
of the Roman Pontiff. As true patron saints: John the Baptist and John the Evangelist, who by 
their ministry and Gospel, impel our commitment to getting Jesus out of the manager and into 
the world! 
   This very edifice, often called the mother and head of all the churches in the city and the 
world, should renew our commitment to getting Jesus out of the manger and into the world. 
This, the oldest and highest ranking of the four major papal basilicas, with the unique title of 
"archbasilica" is the oldest public church in the city of Rome, and the oldest basilica in the 
Western world.   
 We entered this Chapel walking under the imposing tomb of Pope Leo XIII, the first Pope 
to be born in the 19th century, the first Pope to die in the 20th century, and the last Pope not to 
be entombed in the Basilica of St. Peter.  Pope Leo, who erected the Diocese of Belleville, 
Illinois, 132 years ago in 1887, gave us landmark social encyclicals which were a great 
motivation to get Jesus out of the manger and into the world by changing the way the Church 
related to social structures and temporal authorities.  
 Leo’s 1891 Rerum novarum addressed social inequality and social justice issues with 
new authority and force, analyzing the rights and duties of industries and their workers. The 
long reigning Pontiff introduced into Catholic social thought the protean principle of subsidiarity, 
which stresses that, whenever possible, political and social decisions should be made at the 
local level rather than by central authority. Subsidiarity has become such a part of the fabric of 
the Church that we see its impact in Pope Francis’ continued focus on synodality, as 
demonstrated in the October Synod of Bishops for the Pan-Amazon Region, his concern for 
deeper exploration of the role of women in the Church, the work of our own Episcopal 
Conference, and the ever growing collaborative and consultative structures in our dioceses and 
parishes.  
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 Our ongoing efforts to develop these more effective pastoral structures help to get Jesus 
out of the manger and into the world. They help us and our people to find creatively new and 
more effective ways of getting Jesus and His sin-shattering life changing tidings of great joy into 
the many cold stables of discord and despair in our country. 
 And just a few steps away from us is the Pontificio Santuario della Scala Santa, the Holy 
Stairs that lead to the Church of Saint Lawrence. According to long-standing Catholic tradition, 
the Scala Sancta, 28 white marble Holy Stairs, are the steps that led to Pontius Pilate’s 
praetorium in Jerusalem, the very steps on which Jesus walked on his way to His trial before 
the Roman procurator. The stairs are thought to have been brought to Rome by Saint Helena in 
the fourth century. Ever since then, the Scala Sancta has attracted numerous Christian pilgrims 
who wished to meditate on the Passion and Death of Christ by mounting these steps on their 
knees leaving grooves and troughs worn into the marble. Earlier this year, from April 11 until 
Pentecost, June 9 the Scala Sancta, long encased in wood for their protection, were able to be 
seen briefly, after years of restoration. Perhaps, like me, many of you have climbed this 
extraordinary staircase. I remember vividly climbing them with an ecumenical group many years 
ago. One of the Protestant ministers in our group shared a moving reflection which I wrote 
down. “As a Protestant, I reserve the right to think that these may or may not be the actual 
steps on which Jesus trod stained with His blood. But, the profound, transcendent faith in what 
they symbolize, expressed by so many devout Catholics, is a truly moving inspiration for us all. 
This experience renews my faith in the grace-filled Passover of the Lord.” 
 It is that profound, transcendent faith that impels each of us to return to our dioceses with 
renewed dedication to get Jesus out of the manger and into the world. Invigorated by our time 
so close to the early martyrs, we will help our people to grasp the meaning of the O Antiphons 
of the last days of Advent. We will help them realize that these are coming Holy Days NOT 
“holidays.”   
 We will proclaim that Christmas (Christ-Mass) for us and our people should not be 
eclipsed by this secular age. We will not be distracted by those singing “I’m Dreaming of a 
White Christmas” or “tis the season to be jolly, Fa, La, La, La, La, La, La, La, La. But we, 
ourselves, will surely be singing with full voice, 
“Joy to the world 
The Lord is come 
Let earth receive her King!” 
 
 Today’s Advent Mass emboldens us to bring Joy to the world, reminding everyone we 
meet that Jesus of Nazareth left the safety of the manger in His adult life, His teachings, His 
wondrous signs, His suffering, His death, His Resurrection, His Ascension and His promised gift 
of the Holy Spirit. Eternal World of God, “infinity dwindled into infancy” in gifts of bread that 
breathes and wine that bleeds leaps daily out of the manger and into our hearts and the hearts 
of the whole People of God! 
Praise be Jesus Christ!  
Both now and forever.  
AMEN! 
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