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Immaculate Conception School 
409 Palmer Rd. 

Columbia, Illinois 62236 
Michael L. Kish, Principal 

(618) 281-5353  mkish@icsmail.org  
Tammy Hoeflinger, School Board President 

    
Celebrating 165 years of Mission, Community, Service. 

The mission of Immaculate Conception School is to provide experiences to inspire, challenge, and nurture 
 the mind, body, and spirit of our students within the framework of the Gospel of Jesus Christ  

and the tradition of the Catholic Church. 
 

 

“God is good!” 
December 13, 2019       Bienvenido el parochia!         V. 45  #24 
 
Dear Parent,  

 
TRADITIONS DON’T HAPPEN, THEY ARE MADE.  This is a great one for your children and 
they will remember it for a lifetime.  So far there are 171 reservations which includes 121 Adults, 
30 children, and 20 kids under 7.  They will be ready for  275.  Come and celebrate and have a 
family night!   Contact John Haubrich at  kcchristmaspart@gmail.com or 314-808-5171.  Tradition! 
 

 
Between 650-700 enjoyed our first concert/art show in our new facility last night and did we 
sound  and look good!  Thanks to Mr. Hake, Mrs. Fetcho, Mrs. Whelan, Mrs. Young, Mrs. 
Epplin, Mrs. Lewis, and all who helped set-up and break down.  Fr. Carl gave an inspirational 
pep talk on filling the pews (without anyone having to die) and reminded all that when you don’t 
show up for a family gathering, you are missed!  Thanks to Mr. Hake and our K-3 teachers who 
are getting ready for Wednesday night.  Another first! 
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PARENTS AND FRIENDS  ICS CRAFT FAIR 
Another success!  Thanks to the Class of 2020 and 
Mr. Kassebaum  and Mr. Huels for set-up and all 
who helped break down.  I still can’t believe how well 
you cleaned the gym mat!   Special thanks to Holly 
Blaskiewicz who had every little detail managed for 
our first year in our new facility.  
 

 
CRAFT FAIR BASKET WINNERS:    Local Love -Betty Hasenstab  Art Basket--Sharon Nealon 
LOL Basket-Christy Hornacek Christmas Candle- Carla Lego-Pam Janson Pokemon-Andy Miller 
 

                
 
Bright Lights Christmas Parade:  ICC Wins   Saturday night marked the first time ICC 
participated in Columbia’s Bright Lights Christmas Parade and we won “Best Reason for the 
Season!”  Thank you to all who came out to join in the fun and to those who lent us items to 
make the magic happen.  And a big thank you to the Jessica Wachtel, Jolene Sasser, the 
Hoeflinger family, and the Blaskiewicz family for all your hard work throughout the week to build 
our beautiful float!  Thank you to Budnick and the Hornacek family for giving us the space to 
build our float and to Chris Neuman for providing us the lights to make it shine bright.  Lastly, 
thank you to Mike and Crystal Schaefer for pulling us along the parade route and lastly lastly 
thanks to Kara Boyd for her energy! 

Our theme for the parade was “Happy Birthday, Jesus.”  It was a big birthday party and a way to 
remember what this season is all about – Jesus!  The parishioners who walked alongside the 
float handed out hot chocolate packets and suckers while singing along to our upbeat “Happy 
Birthday, Jesus” song.  We had a great time showing off our church to the community.  And 
Father Carl waved proudly from the float with his light-up birthday hat.  It was clear the crowd 
was excited to see him there! There’s Father Time, Father Christmas, and Father Carl! 

DINNER AUCTION TICKETS went on sale 12/1. Buy early and save! 
There's No Place Like Home is the theme this year.  For the first time ever it will be held in our 
very own new CEAC Center on Feb. 22, 2020. Tickets are $60 per person and may be 
purchased by sending in a check to school made payable to ICS Parents and Friends or online 
at https://icshome.givesmart.com.  Buy them before they go up!   Give Grandma and Grandpa a 
ticket for Christmas.   They’ll love it! 
 
INTERMEDIATE SPEECH sign ups are up now in Ms. Catie Taylors room.  If we need tryouts 
they will be in early January.  We will see how many kids we have sign up. 
 
HISTORY BEE TRYOUTS FOR THE 2020 SEASON will be held in Ms. Catie Taylor’s room on 
Monday, January 13th at 3:15.  The tryouts will be in the form of a written test with the top ten 
moving on to the online exam later in January.  Anyone in grades 6-8 can sign up.  Sign up 
sheet on the board in Room 226.  Contact Ms. Taylor if questions. 
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TERRIFIC KIDS – November 2019  
Mrs. Diewald:  Joey Stuart is our Terrific Kid!  Joey is a 
cooperative and hard-working student.  His love for learning 
shows daily as he always has a positive attitude toward his 
schoolwork.  Joey is also a great helper and friend to 
others.  Keep up the hard work! 
Mrs. Meyer: Bryce Frierdich is a Terrific Kid because he 
works hard in the classroom and completes his work 
carefully.  He is well-liked by classmates and shows respect to 
others.  I am proud of Bryce because he has a positive attitude 

and is always willing to help. 
Ms. Dillon: Emelia Doerr is a Terrific Kid! Emelia is a very hard worker. She always tries her 
best and listens to what I ask. She stays focused and on task throughout the day. She is always 
willing to help me and her classmates. Emelia is a kind, caring, and intelligent young student.   
Ms. Kennedy: Maggie Buhr is a Terrific Kid because she shows kindness to all her peers. She 
has  improved on being in control of her concentration and has shown she wants to succeed in 
all her work. Maggie is respectful and willing to help around the classroom. Keep it up! 
Mrs. Donjon: Lily Braun - Lily is a Terrific Kid in and out of school.  She puts forth her best 
effort in school and does a super job staying on task.  Lily is a great friend to others and helps 
anyone who may need it.  Thank you for being a Terrific Kid this year!  
Mrs. Ettling: Nicholas Holdener is a Terrific Kid because he shows respect to everyone.  He 
aims to do his best and to do well at every task.  Nicholas has a positive attitude and is 
motivated in the classroom.  Keep up the hard work, Nicholas! 
Mrs. Schauster: Will Schmoll is a Terrific Kid. Will had a great love for learning. He challenges 
himself in the classroom to always do his very best. Will is a good friend to his classmates and 
can be relied on to do the right thing.  
Mrs. Taylor:  Terrific Kid is Will Wittenauer. We are so glad Will came to ICS this year. He has 
been a great addition to the 5th grade! He's a hard worker, always puts his best effort into 
everything, and is a kind, caring classmate.  
 

     
Grades 5-8 have been invited to the Sr. Thea Bowman Catholic School Advent Prayer Service 
 Wednesday, December 18 - 10:00 a.m. - Dress Rehearsal.  We are excited to attend this 
prayerful Advent reflection! 
 
REPORT CARDS will be sent home January 10th.   Please keep an eye on Option C and move 
that C+ to a B and move up on the Honor Roll.  Oftentimes, a point or 2 is all it takes.   Just like 
211, the one additional degree makes you boil! 
 
FUNDERWEAR --- The game is December 13 at 4:30 AT Gibault Catholic High School.  The 
series is tied at 5 each for now.  Last year 2700 lost for us and 4700 won the year before.   You 
can still bring some to the game.   See Mr. Kish so we can add to our total.    
 
BEGINNERS CHESS: Regular Schedule:  Grades 2 and 3 - Dec.  17.  3:00-4:30 in the Garden 
Level.  Contact Cyra Herrmann: cherrmann@icsmail.org with ?.   
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MATH PRACTICE   (Gr. 6-8)  In preparation for  MathCounts and high school contest team 
building.   6-8 are invited to come. Practice schedule-3:00-4:00 Mrs. Weiler’s room: 
Thurs, Dec. 19  Thurs, Jan. 9,  16,  23, 30  MathCounts Competition Feb. 1 SIU-E 
 
SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES: 

BLANKETS FOR BABIES have been coming in great! 
New or gently used baby blankets of all sizes and baby clothes 
sizes premie, 0-3 months, 3-6 months would be wonderful.  The 
blankets are the most useful as we use them to decorate their 
beds everyday.    Often our blankets and clothing are sent home 
with babies as families are in need of this support. We use these 
to decorate their beds everyday. Preemie-newborn-0 to 3 months-
3 to 6 months-*no zippers please*  

 
Griffin Center-BUILDERS CLUB  Sr. Beth Ruder, D.C., called and hopes we can contribute 75 
gifts again to the Griffin Center.  So far we have      For many of the children this will be their 
Christmas gift.  No need to wrap this year.   
 
PARISH WORK DAY  (chance for Stewardship!)     Projects   December 14, 2019 
               
Church  (consider bringing ladder)    
Set up exterior nativity scene Clean mirror in conference room Dust under pews(cobwebs) 
Clean GLASS:  front door, gathering space, office door, and exterior doors in gathering space 
Dust gathering space furniture including the grouping near the elevator.  
Dust cabinets and counter tops in Father's vesting room. 
Clean lower garden level windows including elevator area. Wipe down elevator interior walls. 
Clean windows in main stair well as high as can be reached. 
Dust the office area, Father's office, conference room and hallway ledges. Clean glass in these 
areas also. 
Dust cabinets in warming kitchen and clean counter tops. 
Clean wood roof behind altar. This takes a 10 or 12 foot ladder and long pole with dusting 
attachment. Vacuum flat roof area. 
Dust the east side pews including the music area, piano and organ (including underneath 
them).   Dust music storage room and rear confessional. 
Dust west side pews.  Dust cabinets and counter tops in work sacristy area. 
Dust library and clean windows. Dust doors and clean windows in doors to knights room and 
quilters room 
Clean stair rails 
Clean lower windows on the east side including the window in the music storage room and 
confessional 
Clean upper windows in the gathering space including the altar side.  10 to 12 foot ladder. 
Clean upper windows on the east side.  Clean black drop box outside office exterior doors 
Coffee and donuts to be furnished by A.C.T.S. 
 
OUR COLUMBIA PUBLIC LIBRARY has to be one of the best around!   Kristina Videmscheck 
(Gr. 8)  is on one of the advisory boards and they came up with this idea.  Take advantage of 
learning how to prep for exams and study in short bursts.  Have 4 or 5 starts/stops within an 
hour of study actually helps the brain process!  Thanks Kristina!  Get “test-wise”! 



 
 
ICS Exams December/January 2018-2019 

12/16 
Geog 8 
Geog 7 
Sci 6 
 

12/17 
History 7 
English 8  
English 6 

12/18 
 
Thea Bowman 
 

12/19 
Day after K-3 Program 

12/20 
History 8 
Science 7 
Science 8 
C1 Math - 6 

1/7 1/8 
 

1/9  
  

 

 
On  December 9, third graders performed the Nativity play for the senior citizens. We were 
reminded Jesus is the reason for the season! And Seniors are the reason for our existence! 
 

4th Grade Ark of the Covenant - each with the two tablets 
inside!    
 
 
 
 
 

 
BAND BILLS have stacked up along with some lunch bills, fees, and an occasional tuition.  
Please get caught up and save us the time trying to hunt these down.  If you are having a family 
crisis or need to work out a payment plan, contact us.  We are not a collection agency.  
Goodwill must flow both directions.  Take the time and catch up! 
 
From the mouths of babes department:   I asked Jace (3) yesterday how his little brother 
Levi was doing.  “He’s sick.”  “What’s he got?”   “Snot!”   
 
The world doesn’t need another Mother Teresa or Francis of Asisi. God created one amazing 
Mother Teresa and she lived an incredible life striving to be the-best-version-of-herself. We 
already got that one incredible gift. Now, the world needs you! The-best-version-of-you. God 
made you with a certain set of talents and skills and gifts. Now he wants to draw your best out 
of you so you can be that gift to the world he made you to be.   Matthew Kelly 



HOST FAMILIES NEEDED  I am very thankful for the opportunity to work with Gibault Catholic 
HS and the international students who study there. We are truly making dreams come 
true. Many of our students have dreamed of coming to the US to study and experience our 
culture since they were young.  We have two students coming to Gibault Catholic HS for the 
Spring semester, arriving in early January.   We continue in our search for good host families. I 
am contacting you and other members of the surrounding communities in hopes that you will 
know of someone who would make a great host family in the area for these students. Would 
you please take a moment to think about a family who would provide a good home for any of 
these students and pass this information along? You can receive $100 for referring a family 
to host.   
Host families come in all shapes and sizes, some are empty-nesters, couples with no children, 
homes with teenagers or young children. The possibilities are endless. A host family needs to 
provide a bed, meals, and transportation to and from school and will receive a monthly 
stipend. This is a great way to share with a student your beliefs, culture, and community.   
 Thank you for helping make their dreams of studying in the US and staying with a loving family 
come true!  
Andrea Bodinet, Regional Manager, Central Region, Educatius Group 
Cell Number: 618-250-2569 
andrea.bodinet@educatius.org www.educatius.org 
                
CALENDAR December 
14  Parish Christmas Party---great fried chicken, Santa, fellowship 
15  Parish Reconciliation at St. James Millstadt at 3:00 
17  School Board 
18  Sr. Thea Bowman School Advent Rehearsal 10:00 am, K-3 Christmas Program 
20  Last day before Christmas break(No PM latchkey) 
24  Christmas Eve Masses at 5:00 and 10:00 
25  Christmas Day Masses at 9:00 and 11:00 
January 2020 
3   Teacher work day 
6  School Resumes, Camp Ondesonk Gr. 2-8  8:10, Nolan 
13  Principal’s meeting-Pinckneyville 12:30 
17  Child Protection Children’s Component-8:30 start  PreS 
and PreK, K-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 
      Luke 18 Retreat by SPP Church at Gibault, TEC Retreat 
HERE-CAMPUS CLOSED thru  
 January  20       
20 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, no school 
21  Young Authors Turn-in, dress down day 
26  Catholic Schools Week 
27  Anniversary of our Church Dedication, Missions 
International Board Meeting-Highland 
30-Feb. 2  Scholastic Book Fair 
31  Team Quest with Sr. Thea Bowman School 
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BUILDERS CLUB NEWS                                                  

                                  
 
 
Thanks for your support of Funderwear.  Hopefully, we win back the “tighty whitey” trophy 
AND the game. 
 
GIBAULT CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL     You’re invited- GCHS Christmas Concert   a fun 
evening of Christmas tunes, performed by the GCHS Hawkapellas, chorus, band, and jazz 
band on Sunday, December 15 at 7PM in Hustedde gym. Free admission and refreshments! 
  
Winter Baseball and Softball Camps   Students in grades 5-8--- winter baseball or softball 
camp---skills and drills to improve your game---Coach Andy Skaer and Coach Kathy Bernal and 
current GCHS players.  December 26-28  9-11:30AM (baseball camp)  12-2PM (softball camp) 

 Where: Hustedde gymnasium, Gibault 
Andy Skaer (askaer@gibaulthawks.com)   Kathy Bernal (kbernal1962@gmail.com) 

 
THE COLUMBIA VOLUNTEER  FIRE DEPT will be hosting a Benefit Mouse Races and Silent 
and Live Auction on Saturday, January 11, 2020 at Turner Hall in Columbia.  This year’s profit  
will be donated to the Reddick family.  Tickets are $25(free soda-draft beer).  Doors open at 
6:00---first race at 7:00.  Connie Huebner has tickets to sell.   Thanks for supporting the CVFD! 
 
Fire Strikes--- 
Overnight on Saturday, November 16, Gibault Class of 2000 alumni Matt Kaestner (ICS ’96) 
and his family awoke to a devastating fire in their home. While they were able to safely escape, 
their house and belongings, including a vehicle, were a total loss. Matt and wife Loren have  two 
little girls Sammi ( 6 ½) and Molly (almost 4). (Matt was a kind, academic student who led by 
example on and off the field.  At Gibault, he was also a State Bowling Champion and a great 
trumpet player who anchored our Band.)  Below is a link to the GoFundMe site for his family. 
 https://www.gofundme.com/f/fire-destroys-our-california-family039s-
home?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=p_cp+share-
sheet&fbclid=IwAR3xXZ5LDfnRRAh9qmq4CWoPWSu9OEyypDoYQTwGMH2x_P9K4iSEmRQ
gQkM 
 
LUKE: 18  Sts. Peter and Paul Parish has invited our 7th-8th grades to a Luke: 18 retreat over 
the Martin Luther King, Jr. weekend.   We have the Diocesan basketball tourney that weekend 
but they will work around it for students playing.  Our Parish is hosting the Teens Encounter 
Christ (TEC) weekend here that same time.  (As a parent, I can honestly say that TEC was the 
best religious encounter my 3 daughters experienced in High School.)  We mailed out invites on 
Luke: 18.  Please consider this.  Scholarships available.  As a parent, you will love the spiritual 
growth you see in your child! 
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SCRIP  is on sale in the school office.  Still only one account---for the 
parish---for CEAC---but it seems more convenient from here. 
 
ED SCHAEFER  The surgery was successful and we are hoping Ed may 
not need chemo. Please keep up the prayers.   
 
TOM KEEVEN, SR. goes in for more consult today.  He has cancer of the 
salivary gland and other complications is having a hard time. I do not think 
either Ed or Tom could have worked harder for our parish and school over 
the years.  Please continue the prayers.  St. Peregrine, pray for us.   
Venerable Fulton J. Sheen, pray for us. 
 
Please pray for DAN HOEFLINGER, age 54, Uncle to Kathryn and Julia Hoeflinger, who has 
been diagnosed with Lymphoma.  
 
PRAYERS:  Special Intention Tom Keeven, Sr., Ed Schaefer, Dan Hoeflinger, Donna Kania,  
Lindsay  White, Danielle Dorlac, Libby LoPorto,  Tom Giovanni, Dion Scherr Miller, Dorothy 
Buechler, Owen Jordan, Anthony Hendricks, Mark Fiore, Shawn Eichoff, Charlie Stockes,  
George Perry, Angela Roepke, Jan Hoffmann, Bill West, Jennifer Nesser, Patrick Kish, Tom 
Kish, Patti Rottler, Mike Taylor, Richard Prater,  Lindsey Herbeck   
 

GUADETE SUNDAY   In Matthew this Sunday the question is raised by John’s followers "Are 
you the one who is to come, or should we look for another?"    Jesus lays it out.   Tell John what 
you see and hear about me.   John relinquishes his role and realizes his mission is fulfilled.  He 
must diminish and Jesus must increase.   The God we love called Jesus asks us to increase 
with Him.  Try it this way.   Follow me and live.  I am the Way.   Jesus is not a “pull yourself up 
by your own bootstraps kind of guy but a “let’s work together kind of guy”.  Though the choice is 
personal, it is best formed in the group, amongst the followers.  Believe!  Rejoice for he is here.  
Increase with Him as a follower and prepare to pull others up with you in finding the joy of this 
Sunday and Advent Season.   As Fr. Carl reminded us in Reconciliation this week, “be gentle 
with one another”.  And come to the Table and rejoice for He is near! 
 
(Did you fill out your  “Ticket to heaven”?  Our Full Stewardship Program is based on spirituality.   
This must be our mission.) 
 
Rejoice! 
 

Mike Kish 
Principal 
PS  HAPPY BIRTHDAY this week to  Katy Hugger today and Connie Huebner on Sunday 
and Catie Tyler is a Christmas Eve baby!  Christmas presents! 


