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Celebrating 167 years of Mission, Community, Service.
The mission of Immaculate Conception School is to provide experiences to inspire, challenge, and nurture
the mind, body, and spirit of our students within the framework of the Gospel of Jesus Christ
and the tradition of the Catholic Church.

December 11, 2020

Bienvenido el parochia!

V. 46 #18

Dear Parents, Guardians, and Friends,
A FULL STEWARDSHIP PARISH Say what? People are astounded when you talk
about funding Catholic education and mention Full Stewardship. As Fr. Carl has
reminded us so often, when your hands are closed you cannot receive. Stewardship is
Faith-based and a Scriptural way of life. The goal is to move to 5% here and 5% to
other charities. When you do your taxes, you might be surprised how close you are.
As of today we have 192 stewardship forms compared to 288 same date last year. We
are down because we filled them out at Mass. The form is online on the parish website.
Please complete as part of your enrollment agreement as a parishioner.
PARENTS AND FRIENDS Don’t forget take your chance on these awesome
raffles! You could win big just in time for Christmas while helping out Immaculate
Conception School! You can view and purchase raffle tickets
here: icscraftfair.givesmart. com Raffle sales end Sunday, December 13th. Winners
chosen at ICS on Monday, December 14th!!!!
Parents and Friends Agenda December 14th, 2020 - 7:00pm ON ZOOM!
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85942105584?pwd=MkgvOWJCcG9yVW9RdExYYnF4bG5GZz09
Meeting ID: 859 4210 5584
Passcode: CRUSADER
***DECEMBER MEETING ORNAMENT EXCHANGE***
*drop off ornaments before noon on Monday, December 14 in the designated tub
outside the parish office *do NOT wrap your ornament. Just put it in a plastic bag with
a sticky note/card with your name so we know who is playing.

I. Opening Prayer
II. President Report: Kim Siegel
III. Vice-President Report: Stephanie Roccasalva
IV. Secretary Report: Katie Hart
V. Treasurer's Report: Amanda Sander
VI. Public Relations Representative: Jolene Sasser
VII. Teacher's Report:
VIII. Principal's Report: Mr. Kish
IX. Old Business
- Square 1Art - Jolene Sasser
- Trivia Night: Jessica Sheehan, Tammy Hoeflinger & Erin Pechacek
- Craft Fair: Holly Blaskiewicz & Stephanie Roccasalva
- Live Wreaths: Robyn Baker & Laurie Conrad
- Spirit Wear - Laura Oberkfell
X. New Business
- Teachers Collection - Beth Johns
- Dinner Auction: Mandy McGuire, Tricia Haywood, Jolene Sasser
XI. New Ideas
XIII. Closing Prayer
XIV. Next Meeting Dates
- December 11th
XV. Important P&F Event Dates
Saturday, February 20th: P&F Dinner Auction
Saturday, May 1st: P&F 5K & Fun Glow Run
THIS WENT OUT TODAY:
December 11, 2020
RE: Two important announcements
Dear Parent and Guardian,
1) Due to the convergence of the Christmas Season break, surge of Covid19, and family holiday plans, our School Board and Faculty have decided
to move to asynchronous learning for December 21 and 22.

ASYNCHRONOUS: content driven-not subject to time
constraints-one to one-not subject to live tech issues--group
learning-deadline driven--NOT busy work but actively tied to the
curriculum-actual school days
Our goal is to have student assignments out by 8:00 a.m. for both days on
December 21. Some grades might have it out sooner. The work is student
paced, flexible to time of day. Work must be submitted by the teacher deadline

so grading can occur over the break and faculty are not starting the new year 2
days behind. Teachers will be available for email 8:00-3:00 on the December 21
and 22 for student questions.
We have learned a lot about the delivery of instruction since March 17 and these
should be productive days while giving us a chance to worry less about holiday
stress and Covid fatigue. We will not extend the school year.
Since Pre-School and Pre-K are self-funded and parents might need to pay for
additional child care, a credit can be offered however we would sincerely
appreciate your funding since Pre-School and Pre-K teachers will be providing
curriculum for December 21 and 22.
2) Our application for Free Lunches from the CARES ACT has been
approved retroactive to September 1. Please stop making lunch
payments till further notice. ALL students may eat lunch free.
If you have been packing a lunch, you may want to take advantage of our free
Lunch Program(which is like Momma used to make when Momma used to cook--Thanks Mrs. Huebner!) Lunch credits for monies paid will be credited to the
future or creatively moved to pay off other fees.
This program only applies to free meals. It does not cover milk or a second
entrée. These are still available for purchase or used from your credit.
Pre-School and Pre-K will be credited for lunch in their tuition cost.
Please be patient as we work through this. Remember to stop making lunch
payments.
Our Advent journey continues. This great season of hope gives us the courage
to move forward in building the kingdom now. Babies are powerful signs of hope.
And God’s birth is an act of faith in humankind.
With this change in the end of this calendar year we need to move these to the RUSH
CYCLE:
1. 165 For Funderwear so far---4200 last year.
2. 39 for The Griffin Center.
3. 25 pounds of Blankets for Babies. It’s a big one!

Santa with Prancer, Comet, Vixen, and Olive(the other
reindeer).

THANKSGIVING TEST We have had a lot of struggles but our families have been so
cooperative! I hate quarantining a cohort but have not had one complaint. I wish you
knew how much it means to me. We are not totally through the Thanksgiving Test but
now we start planning for the Christmas test. Be safe in all your planning. Santa has
his mask on!
Amelia Blaskiewicz, Maddie Dickman, and
Layne Traxler have been proclaimed
“Crusaders of Character” and honored by the
Columbia Rotary Club. Congratulations!

Brady Moore took First Place in the Patriot’s Pen Essay Contest sponsored by the
Metger-Crook Post of the VFW. Brady received a $75 prize!

What Patriotism is to Me

I see patriotism as a deep care and support for one's country.
If someone is patriotic then they make an honest effort to
improve upon their country. I believe that people that exhibit
patriotism are identifiable by how they
conduct themselves when referring to their country and how
they think about their country. In my opinion someone that is
patriotic is willing to accept the fact that their country can have flaws and
that it has made mistakes in the past. They know that it is their job as
citizens to work
towards improving their country and setting an example for the world of
how to run a country. They take pride in where they live and make sure that
it is something that others can take pride in also.
I think that patriotism is something that you can notice in someone without
them throwing it at you. If someone is patriotic they express their opinions
in a respectful way. People that can draw their own conclusions and share
them with others in a civil manner alone are the people that I believe
earned the description of a patriotic person. Someone that can speak on
the topic of their opinions on their country without losing their temper,
judgment, or grasp on how it affects others are patriotic. Someone that
blindly follows everything that is being done by their country aren't patriotic,
they're just opinion-less people.
Patriotic people are still prideful of their country and care for it. They learn
its history and contemplate on how it affects their country today, good or
bad. A stronger sense of patriotism is that which is shown by soldiers.
They risk their lives not only for the citizens of their country but for the
benefit of the country and its future. To support their country with the risk
they take sets them apart from the others. They don't simply mull over the
facts about their country but also act on their feelings to support their
country and defend it. (Used with permission of the author)
St. Louis chess grandmaster Susan Polgar fact-checks 'The Queen's Gambit'
Chess grandmaster Susan Polgar
Aisha Sultan Photo by Goreczki Renáta
Susan has run chess camps at our school a few years
back.(Thanks Cyra Herrmann!) She once an 8 hour
match vs. 17 players. Webster University and Susan have
put St. Louis on the Chess World Map. She’s from
Hungary like me. (Ed.)

When fictional chess prodigy Beth Harmon beat her Russian rival in the highest-stakes
tournament, he kissed her hand in defeat. When real-life chess champion Susan
Polgar beat a former American champion in a high-stakes competition, he swiped the
pieces from the board in frustration, with some flying toward her.
That’s one stark departure from reality that Polgar noted while watching “The Queen’s
Gambit.” The hit Netflix series that debuted in October has become the platform’s mostwatched “limited scripted series” ever. It has sparked a surge of new interest in the
sport. Chess has never looked sexier.
Polgar, who at age 15 became the top-ranked female player in the world and the first
woman to earn the grandmaster title, says she appreciates the series’ portrayal of the
competitive world of chess.
“It’s the best representation I’ve seen of chess as something emotional and exciting,”
Polgar says. But how accurate is its portrayal of the world of competitive chess for a
woman? “There are a number of differences from real life,” Polgar says. “They probably
intentionally made (Beth’s) story very mild in dealing with sexism.” Polgar is the only
player, male or female, to have won all six prestigious crowns in chess.
Competing in the 1970s and ’80s, she says, “I had to face sexual harassment, physical
intimidation and, regularly, verbal and mental abuse.” Male competitors had a difficult
time losing to her, she says, which makes it even more unrealistic that men would have
been so gracious in defeat decades earlier, when “The Queen’s Gambit” is set. “Even
today, as of 2020, there is clear sexism in the chess world,” Polgar says. A series that
champions a female protagonist still portrays her interaction with men from the
perspective of a male fantasy of chivalry.
St. Louis chess coach Grace Foo says she also experienced and witnessed the
opposite treatment as the only woman on her college chess team in the 1990s as well
as today, as a coach for school-aged students. She still hears young male players say,
“I can’t believe I lost to a girl.” “You hear it quite a bit,” she says. And there aren’t many
female coaches to rein in sexist remarks or unwanted advances.
Polgar has coached the Webster University men’s chess team to first place for nine
consecutive years. Originally from Hungary, she moved her Susan Polgar Institute for
Chess Excellence from Texas Tech University to Webster in 2012.
“Some male program directors refuse to shake my hand or congratulate me, even
though my team has won more than other teams combined,” she says. “Or maybe
because of it.”
About 15% of the U.S. Chess Federation members are female. Foo says young girls
play in greater numbers in elementary school, but the numbers dwindle around middle
school. She shook her head while watching the support Beth received from male chess
players in “The Queen’s Gambit,” as opposed to the sexist comments, hostility and

sexual harassment she recalls as commonplace. “I wish it was so easy, then everyone
would play,” she says. “In real life, it’s much more competitive. You see male jealousy if
you are really good.” The jealousy can translate to disrespect and dismissiveness, Foo
says.
The technical aspects of the games and production values of the series are both topnotch, Polgar says, crediting the show’s story consultants Garry Kasparov, a former
world chess champion, and chess coach Bruce Pandolfini. But perhaps for a series
about a female chess champion’s rise in a male-dominated sport, it may also have been
helpful to consult with a woman.

Yes, he had permission to attend and did not hijack the Cohort Hat Day!
KIDS DO NOT WATCH TOO MUCH TELEVISION. THEY WATCH TOO MUCH OF
THE WRONG KIND OF TELEVISION. Every Sunday morning, Channel 11 hosts
“Spotlight on St. Louis”. It usually covers 5 topics around the City and Metro area. It fits
our attention span for they are short. Several months back they hit a homerun with a
piece on “Field of Dreams”, the baseball diamond in a cornfield near Triple Lakes Golf
Course . The builder, Gary Kleinschmidt, is buried deep in the outfield. Fr. Carl
officiated. Gary’s wife Ann is an ICS grad and active in our parish. It just happens that
wife Jeanne’s sister Nancy’s daughter-in-law, Jayne Ballew,(our niece), is executive
producer, and has at least 4 Emmy’s for her work. You can go to www.hectv.org and
sign up for the newsletter. They had a great piece on Stories of the Deep South by Rick
Bragg last week. Try it once and I bet you will be glad you did!
Press release: After only one year on-air, HEC Media's Spotlight has received its first
Mid America Emmy award! We must be doing something right! Airing every Sunday at
9:30 a.m. on Channel 11, Spotlight highlights the best St. Louis arts, cultural, and
educational stories. Can't tune in on Sunday mornings? Stream all Spotlight episodes at
www.hectv.org
Spotlight: Local Women and Artists
Jayne Ballew, Colby Marshall, Julie Tristan, Paul Schankman, Brenda Kimberlin, Julie
Winkle, Kelly Maue, Suzanne Vanderhoef, Greg Kopp

Days to support DC funding.
th
 January 8 = Pajama Day to promote an end to the hectic-ness of the holidays
coming to an end
th
 February 5 = Sport Jersey Day to promote Teamwork/upcoming Superbowl
th
 March 5 = Dr. Suess Day to promote Reading
th
 April 9 = Hat day to promote “put your Thinking cap on” & Father Carl’s
favorite activity
th
 May 7 = Hawaiian Day to promote Goodwill, with all proceeds going to next
year’s 8th grade DC Trip.
CHUCK YEAGER died at 97. He broke the sound barrier. Our Gus Juengling of
ICS, test pilot, was first to fly into the Grand Canyon. Back in the 1990’s Chuck
Yeager jogged the streets of Columbia with Bruce Bade. So did Dick and Jeana
Routan who flew around the world non-stop in The Voyager. Yeager’s X-1 and The
Voyager are in the Air and Space Museum in DC. Small world. Bruce was a great
friend to ICS and helped over 200 of our students catch a flight in a private plane as
part of the EAA initiative to promote flight. Grad Chad Pogorelac(Alaska Air) was
one of those kids. We always have a thread!
Grads in the news… HEEEERRRRRSSS JOHNNY…
Johnny Adams attends U of I and belongs to an acapella group there. He is featured in
this one… https://youtu.be/wITNVgD6Yzo
GIBAULT CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL NEWS:
Gibault’s Raffle-Mania time! With a purchase of a $25 ticket, you are entered for:
 $100 Early Bird Christmas Drawing (purchase by December 15 to qualify)
 $30 Daily Drawings on Monday-Friday from January 1 - May 31, 2021
 $100 Bonus Winner the last day of each month (January - April)
 GRAND PRIZES in May for $2,000, $1,000, $500, and $250!
If your ticket is pulled it goes right back in. www.GibaultRaffle.givesmart.com or 939-3883.
Enrollment News Applications for 2021-2022 are being processed. If you did not receive one,
but would like to apply, contact our enrollment office at 939-3883. Enrollment News: Our
placement exam for the Class of 2025 is rescheduled for Saturday, January 16, 2021, at 8:30
a.m. Please RSVP to Susan Mackin at smackin@gibaulthawks.com.
The annual Gibault band and chorus Christmas concert is scheduled for this Sunday evening at
7 pm. As many things this year have been so far, it will be virtual. We felt it was important to
keep the integrity of a live concert so we will be streaming the concert on Sunday evening. The
link is attached below. I also want to note that the link will remain open after Sunday to watch
again or play in the background at your family gatherings. The students have worked very hard
this year and are ready to perform. I hope you enjoy the concert and that it brings even more
Christmas cheer to all who watch and listen.

Merry Christmas to all, Mr. Steve Kidd, Principal

https://youtu.be/KeN8p2jynf4

“Two candy canes and a lump of coal please”.

Fr. Richard Rohr's Daily Meditation
From the Center for Action and Contemplation

Giving Birth to Christ

A Lifetime Commitment

My dear friend Ronald Rolheiser, O.M.I. (one of my favorites who has a weekly column in The
Messenger)reminds us that giving birth spiritually is a dynamic and creative process. To bring
Christ into the world involves an ongoing commitment to growth, to discomfort, to love, and to
surrender. It is not for the faint of heart, but it is God’s invitation to all of us.
Looking at how Mary gave birth to Christ, we see that it’s not something that’s done in an
instant. Faith, like biology, also relies on a process that has a number of distinct, organic
moments. What are these moments? What is the process by which we give birth to faith in the
world?
First, like Mary, we need to get pregnant by the Holy Spirit. We need to let the word take such
root in us that it begins to become part of our actual flesh.
Then, like any woman who’s pregnant, we have to lovingly gestate, nurture, and protect what is
growing inside us until it’s sufficiently strong so that it can live on its own, outside us. . . .
Eventually, of course, we must give birth. . . .
Birth, however, is only the beginnings of motherhood. Mary gave birth to a baby, but she had to
spend years nurturing, coaxing, and cajoling that infant into adulthood. The infant in the crib at
Bethlehem is not yet the Christ who preaches, heals, and dies for us. . . .
Finally, motherhood has still one more phase. As her child grows, matures, and takes on a
personality and destiny of its own, the mother, at a point, must ponder (as Mary did). She must
let herself be painfully stretched in understanding, in not knowing, in carrying tension, in letting
go. She must set free to be itself something that was once so fiercely hers. The pains of
childbirth are often gentle compared to this second wrenching.
All of this is what Mary went through to give Christ to the world: Pregnancy by the Holy Spirit;
gestation of that into a child inside of her; excruciating pain in birthing that to the outside;
nurturing that new life into adulthood; and pondering, painfully letting go so that this new life can
be its own, not hers. . . .
Our task too is to give birth to Christ. Mary is the paradigm for doing that. From her we get the
pattern: Let the word of God take root and make you pregnant; gestate that by giving it the
nourishing sustenance of your own life; submit to the pain that is demanded for it to be born to
the outside; then spend years coaxing it from infancy to adulthood; and finally, during and after
all of this, do some pondering, accept the pain of not understanding and of letting go.
Christmas isn’t automatic, it can’t be taken for granted. It began with Mary, but each of
us is asked to make our own contribution to giving flesh to faith in the world.

Fr. Carl used this in Wednesday’s homily, mentioning Zac. He
highlighted the song “On Eagle’s Wings” and mentioned the

Screaming Eagle was Josh Ritter’s favorite ride at Six Flags. I later told the students
that the first time I played the song was in 1981 for Brian Spier’s funeral. He was a third
grader lost to heart failure. Everything has a story. We need to tell it.(One of my
favorite things in my office-thanks to the ICS faculty. Bev)
Our Condolences to Maren Donjon and family on the loss of her Uncle Thomas Huff
of Burlington, KY at age 81. “For whom the bell tolls, it tolls for thee.” (John Donne)
Pain shared is halved. Joy in the Resurrection shared is doubled. God’s peace to the
family.
Bill Kilian, former custodian for our parish and member of the Men’s Choir, died this
week. Bill was a good man, active in our Parish and the Knights, and every year came
a check for $50 for Kids Against Hunger. He was a card shark with a hearty laugh and
a good friend to many. He sat right of center on the aisle and I can still see him there.
God be with his family as we lose another legacy.
William P. Kilian Sr., 88 years, of Columbia, IL, passed away on December 8, 2020 at Mercy
Hospital South, St. Louis, MO. He was born September 30, 1932, in Columbia, IL. He was married to
the late Marie, nee Hankammer, Kilian. They were married May 21, 1955, in Columbia, IL. She
passed away on December 24, 2012.
Bill was a member of Immaculate Conception Catholic Church, Columbia, IL where he was a
member of the men's choir and the Holy Name Society. He was also a member of Knights of
Columbus Council 6165 and a past president of the CK L of I. Bill was an original member of the
Columbia Strassenfest Singers and Dancers. He loved playing Kloepper, and was an avid bowler at
the Columbia Lanes. He also enjoyed gardening, and fishing with friends when he could.
Surviving are his children, Karen (Paul) LeSaulnier of Waterloo, IL, William (Mary) Kilian Jr. of
Columbia, IL, Robert Kilian of Fountain, IL, Mary (Alan) Brellinger of Waterloo, IL, Michelle (Steven)
Darden of St. Louis, MO; 12 grandchildren; 7 great-grandchildren; brother, Donald (Pat) Kilian of
Sun City, AZ; son-in-law, John Parker Sr., along with other relatives and friends.
He was also preceded in death by infant triplet sons, Larry, Gary, and Gerry Kilian; daughter, Donna
Parker; great-granddaughter, Madelynn Brooke Kilian; parents, William A., and Clara, nee Eckert,
Kilian.
Visitation will be Saturday, December 19, 2020, 10:00 am - 11:45 am, at Immaculate Conception
Catholic Church, Columbia, IL. Funeral mass will follow visitation at 12:00 pm at church, with Fr. Carl
Scherrer officiating. Interment will follow in the Immaculate Conception Cemetery, Columbia, IL.
In lieu of customary remembrances, the family requests with gratitude that memorial contributions be
directed to: Immaculate Conception Education and Activities Center Building Fund, 411 Palmer
Road, Columbia, IL, 62236.

Pat Smith is really having a hard time right now. Your prayers are greatly appreciated. Lay
your hand on this list and on the list in our bulletin, and say a prayer for them all at once. (Idea
from parish drummer Bob Wooters’ Mom)

My sister Maggie Burns is having a heart cath Tuesday. Prayers please. She is the
matron of our family.
PRAYERS: Special Intention Pat Smith, Maggie Burns, Harley Greer, Pat Whelan,
Dennis Stork, Pete Riederer, Gary Greenfield, Dakota Schutt, Miles Patterson, Velma
Taylor, Steve Killy, Larry Carrico, Joan Prigge, Joanna Prigge Ellner, George Perry,
Lynn Dugan, Gladys Williamson, Danielle Dorlac, Arlin Stechmesser, Karen Hornacek,
Seth Watters, Glyn Raeber, Mike Drone, Geraldine McCoy, Kathy Neal, Logan
Eichenseer, Ashley Burris, Ed Schaefer, Libby LoPorto, Tom Giovanni, Dion Scherr
Miller, Donna Kania, Owen Jordan, Anthony Hendricks, Shawn Eichoff, Charlie Stockes,
Angela Roepke, Jan Hoffmann, Bill West, Jennifer Nesser, Tom Kish, Patti Rottler, Mike
Taylor
ADVENT: This is also a Marian time of year. Feast of the Immaculate Conception this
week, and Our Lady of Guadeloupe tomorrow. “Hail Mary, full of grace”, in its original
Greek translation, is interpreted as ALWAYS full of grace, even before her birth.
Guadeloupe is mind-boggling. Mary appearing to Juan (now Saint) Diego, a poor
person, tasked with getting a concession to build a Church from Archbishop Zumarraga,
and Mary appearing in the form of an indigenous, Nuahtl speaking pregnant woman,
and leaving her image on the unexplainable Tilma that has defied science as to its
preservation and colors since 1531 and on display in Mexico City.(My Mom and Dad
saw it.) Mary is all about hope. So are babies. So is our pregnant world, gestating and
waiting for spring to give birth. Take a census of your Advent. Get on the journey if you
haven’t yet. The stable awaits!
WHAT DID I MISS BY NOT HEARING Fr. Carl’s homily yesterday? Fr. Carl started
with a joke on God’s time that God would grant the seeker a million dollars in “just a
second”. Kind of like my million dollar pledge to CEAC(a dollar a day for a million days). A
thousand years are like a second to God in our human way of thinking. A trillion seconds is
31,000 years ago according to George Will. Agriculture started about 10,500 years ago and
writing about 5500 years ago.(which is the definition of pre-historic times). All this puts
stewardship in perspective. Do it now. Don’t pile it up. Do not build bigger barns, Do not
worry about the final day---today’s worries are enough. John came to set us straight on the
path. We are sent like John to prepare others and each one of us may be the only Gospel
people will ever hear so we are prophets too. We must be hopeful and bring joy to the world.
See what you missed? (Or maybe you heard Fr. Nick.)

March 24, 1980 St. Oscar Romero--Assassinated for being a prophet and
speaking up for the poor.

Can you see the path? This is a small animal path from one brush
area to another. Most of our major highways and by-ways started
as animal paths since they knew where to walk. Notice how
straight? Make straight His paths! It’s natural to do this!

Mike Kish
Principal
PS Happy Birthday to Katy Hugger on Sunday the 13th, Holly Blaskiewicz on Monday
the 14th, Connie Huebner on Tuesday the 15th, Claire Gaynor on Thursday the 17th,
and Jessica Gianino on Tuesday the 22nd! Look at all these Christmas gifts! And
everybody wants to hold a baby! That’s what makes Christmas special! And these
ladies sure are!
PS If you like Alicia Keys, this is a cool thank you to essential workers. Teachers are
only mentioned once but they need to know our gratitude. It is NY City based but
universal in our hearts. https://youtu.be/bwL5AOFCqiw
Kendra Scott Fundraiser: Is there a person on your Christmas list who needs
something fabulous!?! How about you get that shopping done to benefit Immaculate
Conception! Shop Kendra Scott online December 15-16 or in-person Tuesday,
December 15 6-8pm at their Central West End location and IC will get 20% of all
sales! See details below. #icsproud

