
Immaculate Conception School 
409 Palmer Rd. 

Columbia, Illinois 62236 
Michael L. Kish, Principal 

(618) 281-5353  mkish@icsmail.org  
Tammy Hoeflinger, School Board President  

    
 
 
 

Celebrating 167 years of Mission, Community, Service. 
The mission of Immaculate Conception School is to provide experiences to inspire, challenge, and nurture 

 the mind, body, and spirit of our students within the framework of the Gospel of Jesus Christ  
and the tradition of the Catholic Church.   

November 20, 2020     Bienvenido el parochia!   V. 46  #15 

                            

         

 
                                 
 
 
 
 

 

Dear Parents, Guardians, and Friends, 

 
THANKSGIVING  We all know it won’t be the same but we do know it will be worth it when we  

come out of this safe.  We have so much to be thankful for and now we have the time to 

contemplate and reflect on that.  Eucharist means thanksgiving.   Bread of Life, food for the 

soul, food for our spirits, food for the journey.  Thanks be to God! 

mailto:mkish@icsmail.org


Our Tuesday all-school Mass will be live-streamed at https://youtu.be/9mhFkUSUY_Y.  Grade 1 

will minister for the Liturgy.  We look forward to our gathering and Mrs. Huebner’s rolls next 

year! 

REMOTE PLAN  We have sent home our eLearning plan last week just in case we have to go 

remote.  This is a last resort for us dependent on cooperation, following the science, mandates, 

and sometimes luck.   Students on remote are in school and subject to school etiquette and 

rules.  Comply and it keeps the educational process going.  The Thanksgiving holiday is a test.  

Let’s stay healthy! 

 

8 MEN DONE!(not out)   Ed Schaefer did the main “holey” work and took off on his 
bobcat for parts unknown!  Thank you Ed!  THANKS for Green Giant Arborvitae  
trees for the berm to keep the balls from going downhill.  Green Giant – Though ‘Green 
Giant’ has all the features of Western Red Cedar, it is actually a cross of T. plicata x T. 
standishii.  Growing in Missouri/Southern Illinois 25-30′ tall x 12-15′ wide, ‘Green 
Giant’ grows very fast, about 3-4′ each year.  The dark green, fan-shaped foliage is 
loose and open, however the plant grows thickly creating a dense screen.  ‘Green Giant’ 
makes a wonderful backdrop or tall hedge.  Ours are 6 to 8 foot tall and come from 
Woodburn Oregon; harvested about 3 to 4 weeks ago.  Thanks  to Ken and Ann 
Dames of Crabapple Cove for “costing” them to us!  The shovel ready crew:  Greg 
Sheehen, Rich Toenjes, Denis Ling, Project Engineer Jim Held, Fathers Club 
President Ben Baker, Wayne Gallagher, Kevin Schwartz, and Mike Conrad. A 
combined effort of our Tinkers and the Fathers Club.   You are a gift to us! 

                                                                   
ICS FATHERS CLUB   Top Golf fundraiser has been cancelled due to Covid-19. 
THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING THE ICS FATHERS’ CLUB THANKSGIVING TURKEY 

FUNDRAISER!!!    Your support for the school through the Fathers’ Club is TRULY 

appreciated.    Come and get’em if you ordered ‘em! 

Location:   Turkey pick up---North side of the gym between the gym and playground.   

Time:  Great News !!!   You can pick up your turkeys after 3 pm today!!!  We have all the orders 
filled, and ready.   See you then, and THANK you again for your support! 
Billing:  Already provided  via the online sales page.  
How:    We will have a “drive thru” type of distribution.  You will not have to get out of your car.  Please 

drive through the line, we will get your name and confirm your order.   You will then proceed to the hand 

out area, where you order will be bagged/boxed and placed in your car.     

 Recommended cooking/reheating for your Thanksgiving items: 

https://youtu.be/9mhFkUSUY_Y


·         Smoked Turkeys and Breasts -  250 degrees for 10 minutes per pound, OR until the internal 

temperature reaches 155 degrees.   Cover with foil, add water or broth in pan to retain moisture. 
 ·         Fresh Turkeys and Breasts -  325 degrees for 15 minutes per pound for fresh 

turkeys (Oven temperature may vary. Adjust time and temperature accordingly). Allow an extra hour just in case 

the turkey doesn't comply with this time frame. However, be careful not to overcook the bird as this will dry out 

the meat. 

We have a great group of dads who enjoy working together on projects to make our children’s 

lives better at Immaculate Conception School.    Each dad brings forth a specialty of knowledge 

and energy, which helps us grow collectively as a group.    We invite all fathers of children at 

ICS to join the Fathers’ Club.  Help out when and if you can, there’s no obligation.    Either way, 

we will all work together to make the lives of our children better.     

 May God bless you and your family.  We, the Fathers’ Club wish you the healthiest and safest 

of Thanksgiving wishes during this challenging time.      Thank you again for your support, 

PS… We have created a “Donate Now” button on our order page… Please consider, if you can, 

a monetary gift if your family can afford it.   Every penny helps and is for the children.  

 Joel Sommer             618-979-0100           Joel@WinePress.US 

PARENTS AND FRIENDS:  Time for a little Christmas shopping! ??  

I am so excited to share the winter store with you!! Check out these amazing 

designs!!!??  The blankets are beyond soft! There are a variety of Spiritwear items 

along with masks, but my favorite are the flannel pants!!!! 

Items will be delivered before Christmas break! ?? ??  Deadline 

is Sunday 11/22/20! 

Thank you for your continued support  

P&F 

https://icswsw2020.wswebstore.com/store?fbclid=IwAR23VPmWaDYZoyNv4b2s0kFIvC

1pa2lB0456B20BRB4uMVGzDzmXKeFZNak 

Laura Oberkfell 
 
PARENTS AND FRIENDS TRIVIA NIGHT 

Thank you to the sponsors, those who played, and those that donated their time, talent 

and treasure to make this a very successful first ever ICS virtual trivia! Caramel rolls 

were a popular basket choice this year and Mr. Kish was the lucky 50/50 winner! A 

special thanks to Kim Janson and our own Mr. Gilbreth for their on-site IT skills and time 

donation! Thank you to Jolene Sasser for flier creation, Maggie Bollone for givesmart 

support and Kara Boyd for sponsor support. A BIG thanks to our emcee Jessica 

Wachtel, Bob Wachtel for his ingenious question, Greg Sheehan for the entertainment 

and Chuck Hoeflinger for the poker skills! Early estimate before expenses and prize 

payouts is $9,905. Thank you for supporting our sponsors and ICS P&F! Your Co-

chairs: Jessica Sheehan, Tammy Hoeflinger and Erin Pechacek 
 

https://icsfathers.square.site/product/monetary-donations/44?cs=true
mailto:Joel@WinePress.US
http://clickthrough.mysecurelinks.net/ls/click?upn=9p7IfXMnW4nlye8Qs7hx5s-2FknnJOqlDYHAMsIkeVq4AwLuJHguipfgRocZWVZ4VhFvTTlLRa5y1ry-2Fd4dFZPrY3lrsx6IIbfxzxumuSl-2F9ymOqQObWcHRnKa46U-2FjfIGHCOb8YpvBzsTfO-2Fg4ctQBOjx8-2BXh7tXN57P6Gg7Qxmo-3DbjAY_SSwSFKBUkagoLi0VaR2p4K0dbLlwNx0173SvL637ptTshxNaiSMHGymZpPtY9zKscq5BsmjlyuJqi6VzZ-2BKfQjZyYOcUVBa98tW-2B9hybaek4xuSHdWmreR3BQ8LGkC8ZHV76F9sNs-2F4mhFzoi2fUUsqmW74UT7OzysDzRXJT9FXcaArwRLkmOfB-2FrUHucy3-2F1X5aKfIbKgE-2BobTdx-2B1yl9-2FUvqQ15wjLwuQIKaChYyxp67nfO2FTXYeq-2BOQ5BLNLgyKE8NASVuDMILZwkzzl9RD6zojc-2BglExjhaUy-2BJzk-2BcboXLWEOVRB0yygba-2BrXf8-2BShypio9Pjkswp8r9Prk35qV819MtWgZJMWlTjznrXSmUOt8KtonUAdNGrXCx3ktMRW1VmBea4SFqzSDzlsiWRgL2rcsBg0GIE0dauG2m8-3D
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Due to COVID, the Boy Scouts will be doing their scouting for food, food drive in 
our church parking lot this Saturday, between 10 a.m. & noon.  Please bring non 
perishable food items and canned goods to church between these times. Because of 
the pandemic, the scouts were unable to canvas the town putting out bags for people to 
fill this year.  So please be generous with your donations.  Thank you! 

 
Normalcy:  We continue to do our best in supplying a semblance of normalcy to the 
school year short of athletics(but we did get CC in!).  We are looking into the online 
International Geography Bee(National Geographic cancelled theirs).  Scholastic Bowl 
online competitions are being worked on too.  And here is Mathcounts info: 
After school practices for the MathCounts competition practice---Mrs. Weiler's room 

after school from 3:05-4:00 PM. 

Practices:   Mon, Nov 23  Wed, Dec 2 Wed, Dec 9 Wed, Dec 16 

Wed, Jan 6 Wed, Jan 13 Wed, Jan 20 Wed, Jan 27 Wed, Feb 3     

Contest held online Feb 5-6, 2021 

 
School Block Challenge(Quilt) will meet on Monday, November 20 from 3:15pm-
5:00pm ONLY for students who are not finished sewing at this time.  Let Mrs. 
Fetcho know if you have any time during school to work on your block.   The art room 
will be an open studio for School Block if you would like to finish during school hours.   



 
DC Fund Raiser  The 8th grade class is selling tickets to "Sippin' With Santa, Let Santa 
Stock Your Bar for the Holidays" to support the 8th grade trip to Washington D.C. 
scheduled for May 2021.  Tickets are $25 per ticket or 5 for $100 and the winners (2 
total) will each get the following valued at over $1500 per prize; 

For this year only, we will allow dress down days to support DC funding.  “Down 

with DC” for $1.00 each time you can dress down. 

 December 4th = Gaudy, Glitzy/UGLY Christmas Sweater Day to promote the 
joyous spirit of the Season 

 January 8th = Pajama Day to promote an end to the hectic-ness of the holidays 
coming to an end 

 February 5th = Sport Jersey Day to promote Teamwork/upcoming Superbowl 
 March 5th = Dr. Suess Day to promote Reading 
 April 9th = Hat day to promote “put your Thinking cap on” & Father Carl’s 

favorite activity 
 May 7th = Hawaiian Day to promote Goodwill, with all proceeds going to next 

year’s 8th grade DC Trip. 
     

School Pictures were delivered this week.  Class composites will arrive later in the school 

year.   Retake day will all be Wednesday, 12/2/20. If your child was absent during school 

picture day, please have them dress up for retake day.  If there was an issue with your child’s 

picture and you want them retaken, please write a note explaining the reason for the retake and 

send it with the package you ordered on retake day.  Expectable reasons for retakes: Glass 

glare, out of focus and eyes closed etc. 

CARES ACT    "As a result of the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017 (TCJA), fewer taxpayers were 
able to itemize and receive a tax benefit from their charitable contributions because of the 
increased standard deduction. In turn, some donors reduced the amount of their contributions. 
The CARES Act re-incentivizes charitable giving by creating a $300 above the line deduction for 
qualified charitable contributions. This deduction is available to all taxpayers even if they 
that take the standard deduction on their 2020 return.  

This deduction is currently only available for 2020 contributions but could be changed by future 
legislation. To qualify, the donations must be in cash, not stock, clothing or other property, and 
must be made directly to a qualifying charity, not certain private foundations or donor-advised 
funds." 

We made the Fall 2020 issue  of the PDSA 
Platelet News with Sebastian Hoefft.  Seppi is an 
amazing kid in Mrs. Velnosky’s Class of Amazing 
Kids!  It was purple day at ICS! 
                                    
 
 
 
     



                                                                                                                           
THE SPORTING NEWS. . . The Basketball Season is still on hold along with closure of 
open gyms due to Tier 3 mitigations. 
 
THE THANK YOU DEPARTMENT… 
THANKS TO THE COLUMBIA KIWANIS for another payment on our stage curtains!  
their motto is “it’s for the kids”!   And they sure are for the kids! 
 
MAGAZINE DRIVE:  Another $76 from online sales!   Thanks so much for keeping 40% 
here for our Catholic Education and Activity Center. 
 
THREE MORE CAMERAS have been added to our system by Rich Southard which 
now cover our playground!  “Instant replay on safe at home”---just like the bigs!   Rich is 
another unsung hero for us! 
 

 
Thanks to the ICS Class of 2020 for donating a 
great picnic table to our playground! 
 
                                    
 

 
 
 
 

                                
THANKS TO RICH SOUTHARD AND TOM SMUGALA for fixing a major “I forgot” for 
our Catholic Education and Activity Center.  We forgot to put in a sound system! At first 
use, the students thought it was the Labor Day Picnic emcee! You are a blessing to us! 
 
GIBAULT CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL NEWS:  Spirt Wear:  Give the gift of Gibault 

gear this holiday season!  Ship to school for free or to your home at an additional 

cost.  https://gibaultcatholicapparel.itemorder.com/sale 

 Gibault’s Raffle-Mania time!  With a purchase of a $25 ticket, you are entered for: 
 $100 Early Bird Christmas Drawing (purchase by December 15 to qualify) 
 $30 Daily Drawings on Monday-Friday from January 1 - May 31, 2021 
 $100 Bonus Winner the last day of each month (January - April) 
 GRAND PRIZES in May for $2,000, $1,000, $500, and $250! 

https://gibaultcatholicapparel.itemorder.com/sale


If your ticket is pulled for a prize, it goes right back in, so you have the chance to win 
again!   Tickets online at www.GibaultRaffle.givesmart.com or contact the school office 
at 939-3883.  
Enrollment News   Applications for 2021-2022 are being processed. If you did not 
receive one, but would like to apply, contact our enrollment office at 939-3883. 
 

GRADS IN THE NEWS… Hannah Stearns has signed a letter of intent to play soccer 

at U of I Springfield!  Good going Hannah! 
 
GIBAULT October Artists of the Month Reagan Herrmann (ICS ’17) Hannah Stearns 
ICS ’17.  Kudos to Mrs. Fetcho!  AND another former art student… 

 

Congratulations to Elena Biske on being awarded the Earl 

E. and Myrtle E. Walker Art Scholarship at Washington 

University. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
From the archives:   Social Distancing in 2019.  Group hall pass. 

 
FROM THE DIOCESE: 
I'm sure you have heard of afternoon, the diocese released updated information about 
worship and meetings, due to "the surge" in COVID-19 cases across the nation, and 
right here at home.  
 
The news you need: 
- Worship is still limited to 100 participants or less, following all safety protocols. 
- Meetings and social gatherings are now limited to 10 persons or less indoors. 
 

http://www.gibaultraffle.givesmart.com/


Thank you for making whatever adjustments are needed to help us mitigate the effects 
of the pandemic and keep our families and neighbors as safe as possible. 
 
This does not apply to school.  We have our own constraints. 

Hey parents,  

Local event producer, 

Dustin Row, has created a 

fun, family friendly, 

Christmas movie event. 

The 1st Annual Frosted 

Flick Fest will be held on 

December 4th and 5th at 

the American Legion 

parking lot in Columbia, IL. 

Elf will be featured on 

Friday, December 4th. And 

Christmas Vacation will be 

shown on Saturday, 

December 5th!  

 

The event doubles all CDC 

spacing guidelines and will 

ensure patrons safety and 

well being. Additionally, the 

event has the support and 

approval of the Monroe 

County Health Department. 

See attached event flier 

below, along with links for 

ticket purchases. This event 

will most likely sell out, so 

get your tickets today!  

 

https://ticketsauce.com/e/1st-annual-frosted-flicks-presents-elf 

 

https://ticketsauce.com/e/1st-annual-frosted-flicks-presents-vacation 

 

For $100, you get the following amenities: 

 

- 20’x10’ Cell- GUEST BRING THEIR OWN LAWN CHAIRS AND BLANKETS 

https://ticketsauce.com/e/1st-annual-frosted-flicks-presents-elf
https://ticketsauce.com/e/1st-annual-frosted-flicks-presents-vacation


- Up to 6 patrons per cell (exceptions for lager families with little ones) 

- Your very own fire pit (maintained by event personnel)  

- S’mores/hot dog kit - Roasting sticks - Family holiday photo OP 

- Complimentary hot chocolate  - BYOB and additional snacks 

During America Recycles Week, we're aiming to answer a common question that 

causes a lot of confusion across the United States:  Are pizza boxes 
recyclable? 

We're here to set the record straight. A recent study confirmed pizza boxes are 

recyclable. Grease and cheese are not an issue for the recycling process. Simply 

remove leftover pizza and place the box in the recycling bin. 

We encourage communities to update their residential recycling programs' guidelines to 

explicitly accept pizza boxes that are free of food. 

Pizza boxes are already being recycled at paper mills across the country and the 

industry wants more of these boxes back to recycle them. About 3 billion pizza boxes 

are used in the U.S. each year — that's about 600,000 tons of corrugated that could 

be collected for recycling. 

By updating local municipality programs to accept corrugated pizza boxes, we're adding 

another feedstock to help produce the essential products we rely on like boxes for 

shipping, food and medicine as well as toilet paper and paper towels. Our industry's 

$4.1 billion dollar investment in U.S. recycling capacity is evidence for how important 

recycling is to the paper and paper-based packaging supply chain. 

Learn more about the recyclability of pizza boxes at PaperRecycles.org. 

Josh Ritter is near death.  This very bright  ICS Class of ’10 member was one of those 

kids who wasn’t afraid of the world.  Courage doesn’t describe how he fought the 

tumors that reduced his physical life to limited movement .  And now, as he goes to his 

eternal reward, he needs to know we won’t forget him or his spirit.  God be with you 

Josh!  Don’t forget us! 

 

PRAYERS:  Special Intention Lindsay White, Pat Whelan, Josh Ritter, Velma Taylor, 

Steve Killy, Larry Carrico, Joan Prigge, Joanna Prigge Ellner, Pat Smith, George Perry, 

Lynn Dugan, Harley Greer, Fr. Gary Gummersheimer, Gladys Williamson, Danielle 

Dorlac, Arlin Stechmesser, Karen Hornacek, Seth Watters, Glyn Raeber, Mike Drone, 

Geraldine McCoy, Kathy Neal, Logan Eichenseer, Ashley Burris, Ed Schaefer, Libby 

LoPorto, Tom Giovanni, Dion Scherr Miller, Donna Kania, Owen Jordan, Anthony 

https://link.divenewsletter.com/click/22111059.3784/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucGFwZXJyZWN5Y2xlcy5vcmcvcmVjeWNsaW5nLXBhcGVyLXByb2R1Y3RzL3doYXQtaXMtcmVjeWNsYWJsZS0vcGl6emEtYm94LXJlY3ljbGluZw/5b92d43d4843ea2d34449a52B5bef965c
https://link.divenewsletter.com/click/22111059.3784/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucGFwZXJyZWN5Y2xlcy5vcmcvcmVjeWNsaW5nLXBhcGVyLXByb2R1Y3RzL3doYXQtaXMtcmVjeWNsYWJsZS0vcGl6emEtYm94LXJlY3ljbGluZw/5b92d43d4843ea2d34449a52B5bef965c
https://link.divenewsletter.com/click/22111059.3784/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucGFwZXJyZWN5Y2xlcy5vcmcvcmVjeWNsaW5nLXBhcGVyLXByb2R1Y3RzL3doYXQtaXMtcmVjeWNsYWJsZS0vcGl6emEtYm94LXJlY3ljbGluZw/5b92d43d4843ea2d34449a52C5bef965c


Hendricks, Mark Fiore, Shawn Eichoff, Charlie Stockes,  Angela Roepke, Jan 

Hoffmann, Bill West, Jennifer Nesser, Tom Kish, Patti Rottler, Mike Taylor 

 

This Weekend’s Readings:   Feast of Christ the King---comments from Fr. Richard 

Rohr, OFM     The Kingdom's “Common Sense” 

  

My friend and colleague Brian McLaren has thought deeply and practically about 

what Jesus means when he speaks of the “Kingdom of God.” He views it as 

synonymous with the Gospel itself. 

Jesus proposed a radical alternative—a profoundly new framing story that he 

called good news. News, of course, means a story—a story of something that has 

happened or is happening that you should know about. Good news, then would mean a 

story that you should know about because it brings hope, healing, joy, and opportunity. . 

The term kingdom of God, which is at the heart and center of Jesus’ message in word 

and deed, becomes positively incandescent in this kind of framing. As a member of a 

little colonized nation with a framing story that refuses to be tamed by the Roman 

imperial narrative, Jesus bursts on the scene with this scandalous message: The time 

has come! Rethink everything! A radically new kind of empire is available—the empire 

of God has arrived! . . . Open your minds and hearts like children to see things freshly 

in this new way, follow me and my words, and enter this new way of living. At every 

point, the essence of his kingdom teaching subverts the “common sense” of the Roman 

Empire and all its predecessors and successors: 

1. Don’t get revenge when wronged, but seek reconciliation. 

2. Don’t repay violence with violence, but seek creative and transforming nonviolent 

alternatives. 

3. Don’t focus on external conformity to moral codes, but on internal 

transformation in love. 

4. Don’t love insiders and hate or fear outsiders, but welcome outsiders into a new 

“us,” a new “we,” a new humanity that celebrates diversity in the context of love 

for all, justice for all, and mutual respect for all. 

5. Don’t have anxiety about money or security or pleasure at the center of your life, 

but trust yourself to the care of God. 

6. Don’t live for wealth, but for the living God who loves all people, including your 

enemies. 



7. Don’t hate your enemies or competitors, but love them and do to them not as 

they have done to you—and not before they do to you—but as you wish they 

would do for you. . . . 

8. The phrase “kingdom of God” on Jesus’ lips, then, means almost the opposite of 

what an American like me might assume, living in the richest, most powerful 

nation on earth. To a citizen of Western civilization like me, kingdom language 

suggests order, stability, government, policy, domination, control, maybe even 

vengeance on rebels and threats of banishment for the uncooperative. But on 

Jesus’ lips, those words describe Caesar’s kingdom: God’s kingdom turns all of 

those associations upside down. Order becomes opportunity, stability melts into 

movement and change, status-quo government gives way to a revolution of 

community and neighborliness, policy bows to love, domination descends to 

service and sacrifice, control morphs into influence and inspiration, and 

vengeance and threats are transformed into forgiveness and blessing. 

Mike Kish 
Principal 
 
PS  An Old Polish Saying:  Praise and cabbage have a nice taste but they both inflate.                
 

PS  I ran across John Coltrane's jazz number Love Supreme (1965).  Here is a line from 

the inspiration poem he wrote: 

No road is an easy one but they all go to God. 

And: God breathes through us so completely, so gently, we barely feel it. 

 
 
 

                                                                         
 

 

 

 


