Immaculate Conception School
409 Palmer Rd.
Columbia, Illinois 62236
Michael L. Kish, Principal
(618) 281-5353 mkish@icsmail.org
Tammy Hoeflinger, School Board President

Celebrating 167 years of Mission, Community, Service.
The mission of Immaculate Conception School is to provide experiences to inspire, challenge, and nurture
the mind, body, and spirit of our students within the framework of the Gospel of Jesus Christ
and the tradition of the Catholic Church.

November 13, 2020

Bienvenido el parochia!

V. 46 #14

Dear Parents, Guardians, and Friends,
REMOTE PLAN Thanks to Mrs. Taylor and Faculty for working through our “just in case plan”
we sent home last Tuesday. If needed, school should continue pretty much with the same
schedule our remote students follow now. Routine is huge when it comes to learning. 1/3 of the
school year will be over on Monday. Our ultimate goal, short of a mandated move to remote,
would be to stay open as long as we can stay staffed. Our teachers, students, and parents
have been amazing when testing positive or direct contact with a positive test is made. Call
us. We will sort it out with you using Diocesan, IDPH and CDC guidelines. There should be no
embarrassment if you contract the virus. Don’t come to school sick and risk taking out multiple
cohorts. Perfect attendance is extinct here.

We also appreciate your attention to Miinehealth. This Diocesan safeguard helps our
liability coverage. With 390 students and 56 faculty, school and parish staff to check, it
is important that you get your temps in every day. We had 9 families in non-compliance
again today. We can understand an occasional mistake on quarantine or forgetting but
chronic is not acceptable and our tardy policy is in place, not to punish, but to remind
us. Students can remind parents of temps too. The State of Illinois mandates student
physicals and immunizations. The Diocese requires us to complete Miinehealth daily. (I
hit the button on my Keurig and then I take my temp and do Miinehealth---nobody’s too
big!) Routine. Good for the soul. Serve your detentions. We will be in contact on your
third time. We sent notice in September and another on October 21.

PARENTS AND FRIENDS PRESENTS: ICS Virtual Trivia Night! Sign up here! Nov.
14th. Silent auction baskets are amazing...we can’t wait to show you!! Plus 50/50 and
lots of changes to win prizes! Https://icstrivia.givesmart.com
PARENTS AND FRIENDS MEETING Thanks for
another great meeting and Zoom attendance! We
appreciate advance funding for 20 Chromebooks (we still
hope to recapture money from the Cares Act), a Volara
Air and Surface Pro for the office to assist our highest
traffic area with virus control ($615), and Open Wide
Our Hearts tee shirts for faculty and staff for $675. God
bless you for your kindness and allowing us to be
innovative!

VETERAN’S DAY

PATRIOTIC ROSARY

Thanks to our Builders Club,
Lewis and all who prayed for
yesterday. Schedule your
say the rosary as a class with
If you love your country thank
they paid, for the sacrifice
your country thank a Vet.

Ms. Walker, Mrs.
our Veterans
time today please and
the Google Slides up.
a Vet. For the price
they gave, if you love

Kindergarten Community Helper/Career Week Nov 2 - Nov 6. Parents told us about
their careers via ZOOM. It was so fun and a great way to invite the parents into the
classroom. Hopefully we will have more once the rest of the parents complete their
Child Protection compliance. Thanks to:
Kim Janson - Software Development
Jaclyn Harrigan - Chief Lending Officer
Ashley Burris - Pharmacist
Emilee Dufford - Budget analyst
Brandy Dohle – Teacher
Brittney Voyda - Family Practitioner
Jayci Papenberg - Dental Hygienist
Steve Braun – Finance
Kara Boyd - College Professor
Emilee Dufford - Budget Analyst
Diedra Doerr - CPA
Jennifer Durako - Biology Teacher
Jessica Dickman - DNP for Stroke Patients
Carrie Daigle – Physician
Laura Maddin - U.S. Air Force Meteorologist
Julie Braun – Pharmacist
Pete Heutel - General Manager Sunset Ford
Christy Hornacek- HR and Quality Budnick Converting
Mike Yount - Engineer for Retaining Wall Systems
Lindsay Luebbehusen- Best Practices Manager---Trading Desk at a Brokerage Firm
Leslie Cowger - Plumbing and Fire Protection Engineer

TERRIFIC KIDS---November 2020 Telling the world what we know!
Mrs. Diewald: Henry Gregozeski is a Terrific kid! You can always count on Henry to
be prepared for class and strive to do his best work. Henry is a good rule follower and
friend to others. He is a great example for his classmates.
Mrs. Meyer: Ellie Deffenbaugh is a Terrific Kid because she is kind to her classmates
and always willing to help. She tackles new challenges with a positive attitude and is
ready for class with the proper materials.
Ms. Wright: Cole Lewandowski - I really enjoy having Cole in class, he is a very bright
student and always participates. He treats all of his classmates with kindness and
fairness. I love that I can always count on Cole to follow the rules and be a good
example for others. Keep up the terrific work, Cole!
Ms. Kennedy: Olivia Day is a Terrific Kid! Olivia has many attributes that make her a
well-rounded student. Some include focused, organized, kind, respectful, and
responsible. She sets a great example for her classmates each and every day through
her hard work and positive attitude. Keep up the great work!!
Mrs. Donjon: Violet McGuire is a Terrific Kid! She is always willing to help out in the
classroom anyway that she can. Violet is a hard worker and does her best work. She is
self-motivated and makes sure she gets her work done. Thank you for being a terrific
kid!
Mrs. Ettling: Nancy Knysak is a Terrific Kid! She comes to school ready to give every
task her best and is always in control of her five tools. Nancy is a model to other
students in the classroom. She is new to ICS this year and has fallen into our fourth
grade routine and expectations seamlessly.
Mrs. Schauster: Kennedy Cooper is a Terrific Kid. Kennedy is incredibly kind and
compassionate. She is a friend to everyone and genuinely wants her classmates to be
happy.
Ms. Dillon: Lily Neace is a Terrific Kid! Lily is a hard working student that always tries
her best on all of her work. She asks many questions to make sure she understands the
expectations of each assignment. Even more so, she usually goes above and beyond
the requirements of assignments. I can also count on her for participation in our
classroom discussions. Way to go Lily!

CHILD PROTECTION COMPLIANCE With the stay at home orders and closet cleaned
out, maybe now is the time to take the online Initial Child Protection or Renewal course
so we can fly when we get back to normal. We also need the CANTS paperwork and
coaches need to be fingerprinted. Thanks for helping us stay safe!

I AM THANKFUL FOR GOD, FAMILY, TREX, VOLCANO,
WALRUS.
We are grateful for you James and all our Kindergarteners!

New trees for the berm to keep the balls from
going downhill. Remember to “dig a $10 hole
for a $5 tree.” Over-prepared is good for the
roots! Thanks to Jim Held and the Fathers
Club for being “shovel ready” tomorrow!
Thanks to Ken and Ann Dames of
Crabapple Cove for their generosity!

The pursuit of normalcy: We are doing our best continuing traditions and academic
competitions here. Thanks to Math Coach Mrs. Karen Weiler!
After school practices for the MathCounts competition will be starting in Mrs.
Weiler's room after school from 3:05-4:00 PM on Wed, Nov. 4. Practices for this
challenging math contest are open to students in Gr. 6-8 and the final team of 8
students will be selected in January. Interested students should attend practices as
frequently as they can, with the understanding there will be conflicts with schedules. If
you have any questions, please contact Mrs. Weiler at kweiler@icsmail.org.
Practices: Wed, Nov 18 Mon, Nov 23
Wed, Dec 2 Wed, Dec 9 Wed, Dec 16
Wed, Jan 6 Wed, Jan 13 Wed, Jan 20 Wed, Jan 27 Wed, Feb 3
Contest held online Feb 5-6, 2021
TOP GOLF FUNDRAISER---DECEMBER 6, 2020---1:00 to 4:00---See the flyer in
attachments on the webpage under the newsletter link and get in the game early! We
currently have 9 teams and need 16!
https://e.givesmart.com/events/j1Y/
Come on you duffers!

THE ICS FATHERS' CLUB IS SELLING TURKEYS FOR THANKSGIVING this year.
The cut-off is this Sunday, November 15. Some sell-outs already!
- Small All Natural Amish Fresh Turkey 16-20 lbs SOLD OUT!
- Large All Natural Amish Fresh Turkey 20-24 lbs Just a few left!
- Frozen Fresh Double Lobe Turkey Breast approx 4-8 lbs
- Small Smoked Turkey approx 8-10 lbs
- Large Smoked Turkey approx 16-18 lbs
- Smoked Double Lobe Turkey Breast approx 4-6 lbs
Order online today to ensure availability: https://icsfathers.square.site
All turkeys will be available for pick up Friday November 20th, between 4-8 pm.
It’s time folks! If you can’t gather for Thanksgiving, buy a turkey as a gift to Mom
and Dad or vice versa! 40% profit is HUGE!
ICS FATHERS CLUB is scheduled to meet Next Thursday at 7:30. We are limited to
25 in the Garden Level so be on time or stand in the doorways. Thanks to President
Ben Baker for his leadership!
DC Fund Raiser
Do you like winning? Do you like adult beverages? Do you like winning adult
beverages? If so, the 8th grade class is selling tickets to the greatest raffle in the history
of raffles and YOU could be the winner. The raffle titled "Sippin' With Santa, Let Santa
Stock Your Bar for the Holidays" is being held to support the 8th grade trip to
Washington D.C. scheduled for May 2021. Tickets are $25 per ticket or 5 for $100 and
the winners (2 total) will each get the following valued at over $1500 per prize;


31 Different Bottles of Alcohol (4 x Gin, 5 x Rum, 4 x Vodka, 4x Tequila, & 14 x
Whiskey/Bourbon/Scotch)
 14 Bottles of Wine (Red & White)
 3 Cases of Beer (Urban Chestnut, Anheuser-Busch, Millspond)
 3 Specialty Bottles (1 x Rum Chata, 1 x Evan Williams Eggnog, 1x Baileys)
 A Mess of Extra Stuff
o Booze Filled Advent Calendar
o Set of 2, Sphere Ice Ball Maker with Lid & Large Square Molds
o UBERFIST Hulk fist Beverage Holder, Left-Handed x 2 (One Red & One
Green)
o 2 x 30 oz Yeti Tumblers
Raffle: Sippin’ w/ Santa, Let Santa Stock Your Bar
Tickets Sold: November 9th – November 30th
Live Drawing: December 1stth (Need NOT be present to win)
Tickets are $25 per ticket or 5 for $100
Two Winners Will Be Chosen
Each Winner Will Receive (VALUED AT OVER $1500 PER PRIZE)

For this year only, we will allow dress down days to support DC funding. “Down
with DC” for $1.00 each time you can dress down.
th
 December 4 = Gaudy, Glitzy/UGLY Christmas Sweater Day to promote the
joyous spirit of the Season
th
 January 8 = Pajama Day to promote an end to the hectic-ness of the holidays
coming to an end
th
 February 5 = Sport Jersey Day to promote Teamwork/upcoming Superbowl
th
 March 5 = Dr. Suess Day to promote Reading
th
 April 9 = Hat day to promote “put your Thinking cap on” & Father Carl’s
favorite activity
th
 May 7 = Hawaiian Day to promote Goodwill, with all proceeds going to next
year’s 8th grade DC Trip.

CARES ACT "As a result of the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017 (TCJA), fewer
taxpayers were able to itemize and receive a tax benefit from their charitable
contributions because of the increased standard deduction. In turn, some donors
reduced the amount of their contributions. The CARES Act re-incentivizes charitable
giving by creating a $300 above the line deduction for qualified charitable contributions.
This deduction is available to all taxpayers even if they that take the standard deduction
on their 2020 return.
This deduction is currently only available for 2020 contributions but could be changed
by future legislation. To qualify, the donations must be in cash, not stock, clothing or
other property, and must be made directly to a qualifying charity, not certain private
foundations or donor-advised funds."
THE SPORTING NEWS. . . The Basketball Season is still on hold. The acronyms of
the SIJHSAA, IDPH, CDC, and Diocese have spoken. We will cross our fingers for
January and hope to play a truncated season. We are really getting hit hard right now
and this is the right thing to do. In light of this and Covid-19 in house, we will back off
open gym for a while as well.
Congratulations Will! And thanks to the
Republic Times for the recognition! He has a
very bright future!

Fr. Nick Fleming volunteered as a Pre-School Aid
today. Talk about pitching in! He came well prepared
with his shin guards and chest protector under his basic
black. He excelled at Religion Class, recess, and nap
time and will be added to our permanent sub list unless
he becomes a free agent. He is a crafty left-hander!

GIBAULT CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL NEWS
Enrollment News Applications for 2021-2022 will be mailed on Nov. 16.
Update: Out of an abundance of caution, we are suspending the Placement Test that
was scheduled for December 5.
Did you miss Open House but still want to see Gibault? Then schedule a tour with
Director of Enrollment, Kelly Day! Our private tours include a sit-down overview of our
unique schedule, service and faith formation, tuition, uniforms, and a tour of the
campus. This is a great way to get answers to your questions, as well. The whole family
is welcome on tours, and we would love to have you visit. Schedule a tour today!
For questions or information on all things Gibault, contact Kelly Day, Director of
Enrollment at kday@gibaulthawks.com or 618-939-3883.
Josh Ritter is facing some very hard times. Please continue to pray for him. He is in
our daily school Masses.
Ms. Walker’s uncle Matt Odum has tested negative as have many others on his floor. It
is still essential to keep those who live in residential facilities in our prayers as it is
difficult to escape Covid in those situations.
God’s Peace to the family of Evola Niermann of our parish who died at age 93 from
Covid complications. “For Whom the Bell Tolls, It Tolls for Thee” from John Donne,
struck home for me again as her son Tom taught me Algebra I. Tom was the impetus
for meeting the needs of students by challenging them. ICS has made meeting needs a
priority back in to the 1970’s. Gibault loaned me their Algebra I teacher three periods a
week and I covered the other 2. Tom received his Ph.D. in Mathematics from U of I at
the time http and Netscape were invented there with that massive supercomputer.
Evola was a great lady with an infectious sense of humor and I am grateful for her and

Earl and the family. Rest in peace! Thanks to the family for designating our CEAC for
memorials.
Please pray for the family of Kimberly Tillman who died in a tragic car accident
November 10 and her mother Laura Schmittling and sister Serenity Tauchert who were
also injured. They are PSR Director Hope Wienhoff’s nieces.
PRAYERS: Special Intention Pat Whelan, Matt Odum, Josh Ritter, Velma Taylor,
Steve Killy, Larry Carrico, Joan Prigge, Joanna Prigge Ellner, Pat Smith, George Perry,
Lindsay White, Lynn Dugan, Harley Greer, Isla Lunk, Fr. Gary Gummersheimer, Gladys
Williamson, Danielle Dorlac, Arlin Stechmesser, Karen Hornacek, Seth Watters, Glyn
Raeber, Mike Drone, Geraldine McCoy, Kathy Neal, Logan Eichenseer, Ashley Burris,
Ed Schaefer, Libby LoPorto, Tom Giovanni, Dion Scherr Miller, Donna Kania, Owen
Jordan, Anthony Hendricks, Mark Fiore, Shawn Eichoff, Charlie Stockes, Angela
Roepke, Jan Hoffmann, Bill West, Jennifer Nesser, Tom Kish, Patti Rottler, Mike Taylor
This Weekend’s Readings: Proverbs, Thessalonians, Matthew 25: “Faithful in small
matters, Charm is deceptive and beauty fleeting, the lesson of the talents”---it is going to
be an easy preaching weekend for Breaking Open the Word, for the Scriptures will
surely connect with us all. I love Scriptural references to giving birth and labor. Some
of the most painful aspects of life end up bringing our greatest joy. And as St. Theresa
of Kolkutta said so well, “God does not ask us to be successful. God asks us to be
faithful.” Come to the Table. Online or in-line. We have no right to cry out to our God
in bad times if we do not give praise during the good times. Open Wide Our Hearts!

Mike Kish
Principal
PS Pre-K are all back on Monday! Gr. 1 is back on the 19th. Bring your teachers!
PS Full or Thankful? As we make our plans for the Holiday, remember that even
sacrifice is something to be thankful for when considering a worsening of the surge
As I have said for years, Jesus was so smart he did not say “Like one another.” He
said “love one another.” It is hard to like everybody but we can love everybody for
sometimes, love is just leaving them alone or not spreading gossip or cutting someone
slack.

The Transforming Power of Love
Love Your Enemies
You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor, and hate your enemy.’
But I say unto you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that
you may be children of your Father in heaven. —Matthew 5:43–45
In the United States few public figures have spoken more plainly and powerfully about
Jesus’ teaching to love our enemies than the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. This
was not an abstract theological question for Dr. King. He wrestled practically and at
great cost with how to love his enemies, both through prayer and through nonviolent
direct action. This passage is an excerpt from King’s sermon “Loving Your Enemies.”
When I speak of love I am not speaking of some sentimental and weak response. I am
speaking of that force which all of the great religions have seen as the supreme unifying
principle of life. Love is somehow the key that unlocks the door which leads to ultimate
reality. . . .
Probably no admonition of Jesus has been more difficult to follow than the command to
“love your enemies.” Some people have sincerely felt that its actual practice is not
possible. It is easy, they say, to love those who love you, but how can one love those
who openly and insidiously seek to defeat you? . . .
This command of Jesus challenges us with new urgency. Upheaval after
upheaval has reminded us that modern humanity is traveling along a road called
hate, in a journey that will bring us to destruction. . . . Far from being the pious
injunction of a Utopian dreamer, the command to love one’s enemy is an absolute
necessity for our survival. Love even for enemies is the key to the solution of the
problems of our world. Jesus is not an impractical idealist: he is the practical
realist.
I am certain that Jesus understood the difficulty inherent in the act of loving
one’s enemy. He never joined the ranks of those who talk glibly about the easiness of
the moral life. He realized that every genuine expression of love grows out of a
consistent and total surrender to God. So when Jesus said “Love your enemy,” he was
not unmindful of its stringent qualities. Yet he meant every word of it. Our responsibility

as Christians is to discover the meaning of this command and seek passionately to live
it out in our daily lives. . . .
When Jesus bids us to love our enemies, he is speaking of neither eros [romantic love]
nor philia [reciprocal love of friends]; he is speaking of agape, understanding and
creative, redemptive goodwill for all people. Only by following this way and responding
with this type of love are we able to be children of our Father who is in Heaven.

