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321 South Metter Avenue
Columbia, Illinois 62236
Michael L. Kish, Principal
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Tammy Hoeflinger, School Board President
The mission of Immaculate Conception School is to provide experiences to inspire, challenge, and nurture
the mind, body, and spirit of our students within the framework of the
Gospel of Jesus Christ and the tradition of the Catholic Church.
Merciful God, you are the Divine Builder, who calls us to build your Church. Guide us in building our new
Catholic Education & Activity Center, so that we can build the Church of the future by passing on the treasure of our faith to future
generations. Bless the work of our hands, and keep us strong in faith, hope and love, so that all we do might bring glory and honor to
you, forever and ever. AMEN

REJOICE AND BE GLAD IN THE LORD!
October 12, 2018

Bienvenido el parochia!

V. 44 #16

Dear Parent,

Bishop Edward K. Braxton, Ph.D., S.T.D. , 8th Bishop of Belleville
Historically, we used to be under the Diocese of Baltimore, MD, then Alton, then Belleville around
1888. Six dioceses in Illinois. We have the largest cathedral in the State. The Bishop left for Rome
this morning for the canonization six Blesseds including Archbishop Oscar Romero who was
murdered in El Salvador, Sr. Maria Katherina Kaspar who founded the Poor Handmaids of Jesus
Christ(Marilyn Frasure and Isabella Frasure are there), Pope Paul VI, Fr. Francesco Spinelli, Fr.
Vincenzo Romana, and Sr. Nazaria Ignacia de Santa Teresa de Jesus.
Thanks to our students and staff for welcoming Bishop Braxton. The visit went well and we had a
good ―pre-meeting‖ and I know he was impressed. It sure was fun listening to the dialogue between
the Bishop and Mr. Hake on the songs Mr. Hake played with the Symphony in February! Of course,
the Bishop wished every child had religion as their favorite subject but my hope is that religion is a
way of life and we don’t regard it as just a subject but a way of life!
INTERESTED IN SPEECH TEAM? The ICS Speech Team will be competing in the beginners meet
on November 10th at St. John’s in Smithton. This is for kids that have never performed Speech
before. In preparation we will be having practice in my room (223) from 3-4:30 on Tuesdays and
Thursdays beginning October 16th. We will not have practice on October 23rd or 25th due to
conferences. I will be here Wednesday, October 24th from 3-5 to practice with anyone who wants to.
Practices are NOT mandatory but will help you get ready for competition. If you are interested please
sign up in my room by the end of next week so we can get started. I will have information for
returning Speech members coming up so keep an eye out for that as well.
Thank you, Miss Catie Taylor

FOR LOVE OF COMMUNITY! On October 26th our 8 grade girls and boys basketball teams will be
competing against Columbia Middle School in a benefit game for the Webb family, who lost their
dear wife and mother Emily in a car accident in Columbia back in February. ICS will support this
community effort.
T-shirts for sale. Please see attached form from last week. There will be 50/50 raffle and
raffle for both game balls. Tickets are $5 per person. The games are slated for Oct. 26 at 6 pm
at the high school gym. 8th girls followed by 8th boys.
We will have a jeans day with T-shirts(FREE WILL DONATION) on Thursday, October 25 as an
additional donation. Order your shirt now so you will have it for the game or wear your ICS spirit wear.
Let’s make this a fun night on the 26th as we help a local family in need. Come out and be the hands
of Christ as we come together and share the love of our community in support the Webb family! I will
be there in the spirit as I have my Granddaughter’s concert at Wash. U. that night.
IDF WALK Declan and Otto Oberkfell will be walking for this Saturday for IDF Here is the link:
http://events.primaryimmune.org/site/TR?px=1017412&fr_id=1300&pg=personal
Thanks, Laura Oberkfell
STUDENT-PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCES Sign up for conferences October 23 and 25 will
be on the website home page under latest news. Bring your child! Report cards will be given out at
conferences.
Parents & Friends is coordinating a potluck dinner for our amazing teachers during
Parent/Teacher Conferences on Tuesday, Oct. 23. We would greatly appreciate your contribution to
the dinner! Please click here to sign up. If you have any questions, please contact Kara Boyd
at knboyd2@yahoo.com.
Parents and Friends meeting agenda
Parents & Friends Agenda
October 15, 2018 7pm
Sunset Overlook
11604 Bluff Rd
I. Opening Prayer
II. President Report: Holly Blaskiewicz
III. Vice- President Report: Joyce Randle
IV. Secretary Report: Christy Hornacek
V. Treasurer's Report: Kate Kienzle
VI. Teacher's Report: Mrs. Meyer
VII. Principal's Report: Mr. Kish
VIII. Old Business
- Entertainment Books (Sept): Jeff & Shannon Howard & Julie Maul
- ICS Spirit-wear: Jessi Gianino
- Dining Out for ICS: Laurie Conrad, Jessi Gianino
IX. New Business
- Dining Out for ICS: Laurie Conrad, Jessi Gianino
- Box Tops: Deidra Doerr, Katie Hart, and

- Square 1 Art: Jolene Sasser
- Teacher Appreciation - PST Conferences dinner (Oct 23 & 25): Sarah Theiret
- ICS FUNraiser (Oct 26): Lisa Patton
- Trivia Night (Nov 3): Jessica Wachtel, Jessica Sheehan, Tammy Hoeflinger
- ICS Craft Fair: Holly Blaskiewicz & Stephanie Roccosalva
- Dinner Auction (Feb 23): Mandy McGuire, Tricia Haywood, Jolene Sasser
X. New Ideas to Discuss
XI. Next Meetings
- NOVEMBER 12, 2018
ICS Cafeteria 7:00pm
-DECEMBER 10, 2018
Joe’s Pizza
117 N Main
7:00pm
Bring a wrapped ornament for our annual game of bad santa!
XII. Closing Prayer

Merciful God, you are the Divine Builder, who calls us to build your Church. Guide us in building our
new Catholic Education & Activity Center, so that we can build the Church of the future by passing on
the treasure of our faith to future generations. Bless the work of our hands, and keep us strong in faith,
hope and love, so that all we do might bring glory and honor to you, forever and ever. AMEN.
Box tops can be turned into the office. Please make sure teachers names are on the sheets.
TRIVIA NIGHT 2018 Which fabulous ICS business owners would like to
sponsor this year's trivia night? Our event and silent auction sponsorships
have already sold, but we still have round sponsorships available. This is
a very affordable sponsorship for businesses to promote their
product/services. Our ICS family tries to stay loyal to one another, but we
can't be your customer if we don't know about you. :And non-local
business owners, please remember we know how to spend money outside
of Columbia! Contact Kara Boyd (knboyd2@yahoo.com) or click here for
more information. Form
ICS Trivia Night
When: Saturday November 3
Where: ICS Gym
Time: Doors Open at 6pm, Trivia Starts at 7pm
Cost: $200 for a table of 10- this includes your mulligans and extra games- Heads or Tails and
"I Never" for a chance to win gift cards.
Dress in your favorite 90s outfit- prize for the best dressed!
Bring your own snacks and drinks. See attached flyer
Email table reservations to Icstrivia@gmail.com ; please send in payment to Mrs. Epplin
Questions? Please contact Jessica Wachtel 314-749-1663
ICS NEWS…Prodcast for 10-12
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T5GorXo_J0k&feature=youtu.be

ROSARY RALLY
The Immaculate Conception Church Council of Catholic Women invites you to join us in praying the
Holy Rosary for peace in our nation on Saturday, October 13, 2018, at 12:00 noon at the fountain by
Columbia City Hall. We will be joining over 25,000 other groups across the United States praying at
the same time. This powerful, spiritual program lasts approximately 30 minutes. “For where two or
three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.” Matthew 18:20
All are welcome to attend!
FIELD TRIP PREP Captain John Leiber, Hayden's dad
and a pilot with Netjet, came in to speak with the fourth
grade about aviation in preparation for their
Transportation Field Trip where they will be visiting St.
Louis Downtown Airport, (formerly known as Parks
College), the third busiest airport in Illinois. The Blues fly
into this one! Thanks Captain!

Terrific Kids With Kiwanians Dr. Renee Doyle, Dr. Nathan Williamson, Deputy Chief Jason Donjon
Terrific Kid – October 2018
Mrs. Diewald: Dylan Harrington is our Terrific Kid! Dylan
has a positive attitude toward school. He always strives
to do his best even when something is difficult. He is a
caring student to others and gets along well with all of his
classmates. Dylan truly is a terrific kid!
Mrs. Meyer: Brynn Moore is a Terrific Kid because she is
always willing to help. She stays on task in the classroom
and is a good friend to others. Way to go!
Mrs. Matrisotto: Mrs. Matrisotto's Terrific Kid Award was earned by Maria Hake for perseverance,
effort, and going the extra mile. Your hard work and dedication reflect in your achievements! You
have made me very proud!
Ms. Kennedy: Will Dalpoas is a Terrific Kid! Will's work ethic in the classroom is what every student
should embody. He never gives up despite any challenges and truly shows that he wants to achieve
success. Keep up the great work Will!
Mrs. Donjon: Mary Grace Henneberry - Mary Grace has worked really hard as a new student at
ICS. She is sweet, kind, and always has a smile for those around her. Mary Grace is a blessing to
the fourth grade.
Mrs. Ettling: Emilie Cobillas is a Terrific Kid! Emilie is always ready to cooperate with others and
contributes to class discussions often. She comes to school to work hard every day and is taking
ownership of her learning. We are so happy you are a part of ICS!
Mrs. Schauster: Riley McGill is a Terrific Kid. I can count on Riley to be friendly to all of the students
in the class. He is a hard worker who always tries his hardest.
Mrs. Taylor: Caroline Roche is Mrs. Taylor's Terrific Kid. Caroline is a kind, caring student. She
always puts forth her best effort, contributes in class, and volunteers when needed. I'm lucky to have
Caroline in my class!
IC Council of Catholic Women Sunday Funday-October 21st-Garden Level-1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m$5.00 admission-$15 per family-Bring your favorite card or board game to play with old or new
friends-Prizes-Dessert and Appetizer Smorgasbord.
THE SPORTING NEWS.. The Cross Country season has the STATE XC meet on Oct. 13th. Good
luck to our marathoners! Thanks Coach Susan Dalpoas for helping the love of a life-long sport!

To our 225 soccer players: Launder all soccer uniforms, label them in a bag and return.
Soccer wrap-up is coming!
Oct. 18, 2018 BASKETBALL PICTURES will be taken in the ICS cafeteria. Order form attached.
Schedule
4:45 5th boys game 5:30
5:15 8th girls
5:45 6th boys game
6:15 7th boys

5:00 7th girls
5:30 5th grils
6:00 6th girls
6:30 8th boys game

Retake day will all be Wednesday, 10/24/18 Starting about 10am after mass in the gym. If your
child was absent during school picture day please have them dress up for retake day. Order form
attached. If there was an issue with your child’s picture and you want them retaken, please write a
note explaining the reason for the retake and send it with the package you ordered on retake
day. Expectable reasons for retakes: Glass glare, out of focus and eyes closed etc.
GIBAULT CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL NEWS…The entire family is invited to Gibault Catholic’s Open
House on Sunday, November 4 from 11-2. Come see what makes Gibault something different within
reach!
The Gibault Catholic theatre department invites the community for a viewing of “26 Pebbles”
on Thursday, October 11 through Sunday October 14. All performances will take place in the Gibault
auditorium. Thursday, Friday, and Saturday viewings at 7pm and the Sunday viewing begins at 2pm
THE GIBAULT DINNER AUCTION IS OCTOBER 20. This is one of their major fund raisers and an
enjoyable event! Contact Andrea Biske at abiske@gibaulthawks.com Gibault supports our dinner
auction and we like to return the favor! If everyone who has already signed up would bring along a
friend, their hopes would be exceeded!
National School Lunch Week (NSLW is Oct. 15-19 NSLW was created in 1962 by President John
F. Kennedy. This year’s theme is ―School Lunch: Lots 2 Love.‖ We are so blessed!A GOOD TIME
TO SAY THANKS! Like an army, a school travels on its stomach. Our gratitude to Head Cook
Connie Huebner and her excellent helpers Donna Carrico, Katie Repp, Susan Fohne, Dana Welk,
and Patricia Litteken. And the lasagna is still the principal’s favorite!
THANKS TO THE ICS FATHERS CLUB for a $5,000 donation to our technology program and
$5,000 to athletics. And on top of that, they made a $4,032.16 donation to pay for the new scorer’s
table at the CEAC!!!
THANKS TO THE DOROTHY WEINEL EPPINGER FOUNDATION for a donation of $1500 towards
our school musical March 28-31 in our new CEAC!

Intruder Drill this week: Thanks to Officers on duty: Chief Jerry Paul, Deputy Chief Jason
Donjon, Steve Patton, Jared Riddick Barcom: Rich Southard

Firemen Safety
Captain Eric Woodcock,
Firemen Casey Jahr, Max
Pansing, Josh Rushing,
Emily Meyer, Carmen
Meyer
1) Fire drill was 73
seconds
2) Call 911, have a
place to meet,
stop-drop-roll,
battery in smoke
detectors!

Tabitha LaPrade has faithfully cleaned our school for several years. She has asked for prayers for
her and for her mother, Joyce LaPrade, who is undergoing surgery this week. We lift them up to our
God in prayer!
PRAYERS: Very Special Intention Joyce LaPrade, Tabitha LaPrade, Tom Johns, Jan Hoffmann,
Angela Roepke, Bill West, Jerry Weiler, Linda Scherrer, Jennifer Nesser, Danielle Dorlac, George
Perry, Bill Anderson, Patrick Kish, Owen Jordan, Patti Rottler, Mike Taylor, Pearl Mueller, Richard
Prater, Dylan Walsh, Pat Schwartz, Donna Kania, Libby LoPorto
Jesuit Poet Gerard Manley Hopkins summed up the Spiritual Exercises in one of his simplest verses:
"Thee, God, I come from, to thee go."
Like that man asking Jesus in Sunday's gospel, "What must we do to inherit eternal life?" this simple
verse from Hopkins resonates with our own experiences of the Spiritual Exercises from the First
Principle and Foundation to the Contemplation on the Love of God from St. Ignatius. To inherit eternal
life we are called to acknowledge our roots and destiny in God, relativizing everything else. Will we
too go away sad, like that man burdened by possessions, possessions we can't take with us? Or will
we get our priorities straight? This takes exercise, spiritual exercises such as what we experience at
White House, exercises in preferring Wisdom, choosing Wisdom and letting all good things come
together in her company, finding God in all things. In the Spiritual Exercises we encounter the living
word of God, providing the basis for discerning our own answer to the gospel's opening question.
Through the Exercises, preferring Wisdom, choosing Wisdom, all good things can come together in
our company, leading us not to go away sad like that rich young man, but entering the mission field to
do the works of consolation, finding God in all things.
Thee, God, we come from, to thee Go. Give us the wisdom to choose wisely however you call us to
inherit eternal life.
Fr. Ted Arroyo,S.J.
Praised be Jesus Christ!

Mike Kish
Principal
Our Building a Catholic Education and Activity Center Prayer:
Merciful God, you are the Divine Builder, who calls us to build your Church.
Guide us in building our new Catholic Education & Activity Center,
so that we can build the Church of the future by passing on the treasure of our faith to future

generations. Bless the work of our hands, and keep us strong in faith, hope and love, so
that all we do might bring glory and honor to you, forever and ever. AMEN

Don’t worry about the footprints. The top is cured. The rest will be in 18 days!
have it covered!

John and Rusty

T

PS THANKS to Maria Biske and Sydney Wahle and Tyler Wahle for serving for the Mass for the
Diocesan Council of Catholic Women 10/10 here at our parish. Bishop Braxton presided.
PS And thanks to all our servers who continue to volunteer for funerals for our parish, especially on
Saturdays and Sundays. Be sure and make your commitments for these liturgies! A love the for the
Altar deepens your faith!

Oscar Romero’s saintly struggle for justice
“It’s not enough to be good,” said Oscar Romero. By Kathleen Manning
When we tell someone ―You’re a saint,‖ we are usually complimenting them on their ability to selflessly shoulder a
relentless torrent of mundane tasks we would rather not do. Our saint is organizing the parish rummage sale, looking in on
an elderly neighbor, driving the carpool, and caring for a sick dog.
―You’re a saint‖ is never followed by ―because you’ve learned the beliefs you previously held did not reflect reality, and
you changed your mind.‖ In addition to being a rather awkward compliment, it also does not reflect how we tend to think of

saintliness. Saints tend to be the nicer-than-average people doing nicer-than-average things that can be neatly printed up
on prayer cards and stuck to a car visor.
There are countless examples of ―You’re a saint‖ saintliness in Oscar Romero’s life, many of which were highlighted as
part of the case for his canonization. He traveled great distances along narrow and dangerous roads to say Mass and
offer villagers the sacraments in remote parts of El Salvador. He arranged medical care for people who lacked the
resources to get it themselves, especially the elderly. When he learned that migrant coffee harvesters often did not have
places to sleep and were spending nights on the ground in the public square, Romero housed them in church buildings.
For most of his career, though, Romero not only failed to tie the suffering of the poor to larger issues of structural injustice
and state violence, he also was openly critical when others in the church did.
In 1973, as editor of the Catholic newspaper Orientación, Romero harshly criticized changes at Externado San José, an
elite Jesuit high school. The school’s offense? Opening a night school for poor students, sending its wealthy students on a
field trip to witness desperate poverty as part of a sociology course, and publishing a magazine where some students
questioned their parents’ values. Romero denounced the changes as ―demagoguery and Marxism‖ and charged the
school with offering ―a false liberating education.‖
Romero’s editorial sparked investigations of the school by both the church and the Salvadoran government. Both church
and state ultimately concluded Externado San José had done nothing wrong, and Romero’s archbishop asked him to
publish these findings in Orientación. Romero did—on the paper’s last page.
Romero had intense faith in hierarchy, authority, and tradition. In his criticism of Externado San José, Romero
acknowledged the need for education reform in El Salvador, in particular to bring Catholic education in line with the
teachings of the Second Vatican Council, but he considered the school’s methods disrespectful to parents and older
teachers.
Born in 1917, Romero occasionally had a ―kids these days‖ attitude toward those who rushed to embrace the changes of
Vatican II and the 1968 Medellin conference, a meeting that aimed to apply the teachings of Vatican II to the Latin
American church. The fact that many seminarians no longer wore cassocks and let their hair grow longer annoyed him.
What drew his ire, though, was what Romero considered deliberate and politically inspired misinterpretations of Medellin
by some members of the clergy. He took to the pages of Orientación to inveigh against ―certain fashionable theologies.‖
His critics shot back that ―the paper criticizes injustice in the abstract but criticizes methods of liberation in the concrete‖
and that its readership was ―satisfied with the present situation‖ of landowners defrauding workers and the government
providing the muscle to help them do it.
Romero never condoned violence and preached that workers must be treated fairly. He acknowledged that El Salvador
had ―a repressive military government‖ and an economy based on ―cruel social differentiation, in which few have
everything and the majority live in destitution.‖ But he also argued against the church working with the Salvadoran people
for political change. Violence against civilians was a matter for the authorities to investigate, not for priests to loudly and
harshly denounce.
Elevated to archbishop of San Salvador in late February 1977, Romero strove to maintain an apolitical approach to El
Salvador’s worsening violence. To address the situation, the country’s bishops met on March 5, 1977 and wrote a letter
denouncing the government’s human rights abuses to be read at all Masses a week later. The document stated ―even at
the risk of being misunderstood or persecuted, the church must lift its voice when injustice possesses society.‖
Romero approved of the letter, but as Sunday drew near he began having doubts. The letter called out those living ―an
opulent life‖ while many others ―live in habitual unemployment with a hunger that debases them to the direst levels of
malnourishment.‖ Romero worried reading these criticisms would offend the wealthy parishioners at San José de la
Montaña, where he was scheduled to say a Mass on March 13.
Then, on March 12, 1977, security forces murdered Romero’s friend, Jesuit Father Rutilio Grande. Grande did not share
Romero’s caution and respect for authority. In a sermon two months before his death, Grande denounced the
government: ―If Jesus crosses the border, they will not allow him to enter. They would accuse him, the man-God . . . of
being an agitator, of being a Jewish foreigner, who confuses the people with exotic and foreign ideas . . . . Brothers, they
would undoubtedly crucify him again.‖ Learning of Grande’s murder, Romero drove to Grande’s parish in Aguilares, about
30 miles from San Salvador, to mourn his friend and say Mass.

The next morning back home in San Salvador, Romero said two Masses, one at the cathedral and one at San José de la
Montaña. He read the bishops’ letter to both congregations and broadcast it on national radio. After that, there was no
turning back.
For the remaining three years of his life, Romero pursued the truth wherever it led him, and it led him to embrace a church
of and for the poor in a way he never had before.
His homilies detailed their struggles, each week giving a summary of the murders, disappearances, and attacks on
workers and organizers and reporting on how eyewitness accounts differed from official accounts. Explaining the reason
for this seemingly grim practice Romero explained, ―My sermons are not political. Naturally, they touch on politics and
they touch on the reality of the people, but their aim is to shed light and to tell you what it is God wants.‖
In a 1978 homily Romero told his countrymen, ―There will be no true reconciliation between our people and God as long
as there is no just distribution, as the goods of our Salvadoran land do not bring benefits and happiness to all
Salvadorans.‖ A stunning statement from a man who fewer than two years earlier fretted about the church being too
political and susceptible to Marxism.
Conversion is often a dramatic plot point in a saint’s life—St. Paul on the road to Damascus getting knocked off his horse
and blinded. St. Francis of Assisi denouncing his wealth and stripping naked. St. Ignatius of Loyola getting hit in the leg by
a cannonball. Even in this illustrious company, Romero’s conversion is remarkable. A perfectly reasonable reaction in the
wake of Grande’s murder would have been for Romero to continue his pastoral work while pursuing even more vigorously
his instinct for caution and respect for authority. Instead, in the face of terror and fear, Romero changed.
Changing to better understand reality, changing to seek the truth, changing no matter how terrifying or dangerous the path
may be, the struggle of change is the model of saintliness Oscar Romero offers us. When we see others engaged in this
struggle, acknowledging them with ―You’re a saint‖ is

