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Dear Parents, Guardians, and Friends, 

BLESSING OUR GRANDPARENTS DURING THE VIRTUAL MASS 
 

 
Grandparents Day  
It is good to know 
your roots.  My great 

grandfather 
Charles(Elizabeth 
Frierdich)Schuler 

was  a well respected bank president here in Columbia. I am reminded of him every time I drive 
by his large brick home currently under renovation(with the new iron fence) on the way to 
Waterloo.  The Frierdichs and the Schulers and the Einwichs were some of the founding 
families of our parish.  On my Mom’s paternal side, her great grandfather Heinrich Schmidt was 
a founding member of the Lutheran Church in Columbia.  Grandparents Day helps us remember 
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and give thanks.  It was sure fun digging out Great Grandpa’s picture!   Happy Grandparents 
Day!  And Blessings to all our spiritual Grandparents who provide that special role in our lives! 
Thanks to Cyra Herrmann for leading the way! 

“ROOMERS AND ZOOMERS” SURVEY   Thanks to our 156 respondents!   Nationally, if 
you get one third participation, you jump up and down and yell Eureka!  We had a 63% 
response!  For our remote learners, we had 65%!  And for our Teachers we had 83%!  
Since this is harvest time, we will do our “gleaning” and get better.  The main survey will 
be linked on the school website.  The eLearning will be sent to that list and the Faculty 
will be sent theirs.  Our biggest overall response is missing classmates outside the 
cohort.  This is the most painful piece of the cohort.   One big thank you to Mrs. Tiffany 
Taylor for pulling this together for us! 

COVID Response:  Our parents continue to amaze me with your “precautionary 
diligence” on symptoms.  This is great and exactly why we have a chance to continue in 
person learning!   Continue to login to Miinehealth EVERY DAY regardless if you are an 
eLearner or quarantined.(Self or for real)  Once you are flagged there, only the Diocese 
can take you off.  It is a safeguard for the Diocese and our school.  If you accidentally 
eat spoiled turkey and get ptomaine poisoning, let us know since that would not be a 
Covid symptom.  You can come back when ready without a doctor’s note. 
 
GAGA RULES:   We are wearing masks in the pit with limited players for safe distance,  
after school as well.  Latchkey has been really good about this and our cross country 
striders must be as well. 
 

THE PLAYGROUND:  We now have 3 keys, 3 four squares, 2 
hop-scotch, and kickball bases!   Let the games begin! 
 
 
 
 
 

FIRE DRILL TODAY  You practice just in case.  Today’s drill went well!  We are grateful 
for the many exit routes we have and the cooperative spirit of our students.  As part of 
our Reopening Plan, in the event of a real emergency, our Crisis Management Plan 
supersedes the Reopening Plan.  We will have other drills during the year as well.  For 
Tornado Drills, we only need to walk to our cafeteria.  It is the safest school bunker in 
the County and has concrete reinforced ceilings. 

Welcome to Kim Diesel who will be returning to help us in Pre-School part time!  And 
thanks to  Katie Cornish who has been subbing for us and keeping our head above 
water!  God is good! 

ICS FATHERS CLUB had their first meeting last night with a record setting crowd!  We 
exceeded the 25 limit and had to move outside.  President Ben Baker did a great job for 
us and ideas for fundraising and being the “silent and quick response muscle” behind 
many of our projects were discussed.  This is a terrific chance for fellowship and 
providing some time in our Full Stewardship Parish.  Over $300,000 has been quietly 



raised in support of our technology, athletics, and general projects through the years.  
Contact Ben at blbaker79@gmail.com   Our sitting Vice-President is Jason Metz and 
Treasurer is Kevin Schwartz.   Be on the lookout to help support their efforts! 
PARENTS AND FRIENDS MEETING  Bags and Bubbly raised over $30,000 again his 
year using some creative ideas and cutting costs.  A big thank you to Budnick, Inc. for 
serving as our base of operations.  Christy Hornacek and Mandy McGuire and their 
Cohort are amazing.  New faces, new ideas and more news on the way!  Thanks to 
President Kim Siegel, Vice President Stephanie Roccasalva, Secretary Katie hart, 
Treasurer Amanda Sander, and Public Relations Director Jolene Sander who designed 
our new “Open Wide Our Hearts” shirts!  

Yes, she is smiling!(She made me type this.) 

 

 

 

IOWA Tests  start Monday.  We need solid data to ensure we are doing our best.  A 
good night’s sleep-Breakfast-Answering every question-going with your best guess-
Reading from context-Correctly filling in the bubbles and not being a bubble off---all 
these will help give us accurate information.  We should have them back for Student-
Parent-Teacher Conferences. 
 
Thanks to Parents and Friends for bringing the teachers and staff for the breakfast treat. 
You really know how to make us feel loved!  We appreciate all you do for us! 
 
Thanks to Fit Body Boot Camp for keeping ICS going with a mental health break of 

beverages from the Proving Ground!  You pump us up!  
 
Many Thanks to the Dorothy Weinel Eppinger Fondation for tuning our stage 
piano  this coming week as a donation to the arts!  Greg Junker, Fr. Nick Junker’s 
Dad, will tune our stage piano on the 24th during Mass.  It will be great to have the 88’s 
in agreement again! 
 
Thanks to Bruce Overbey  as we received another $1000 from Bruce’s donation of his 
late wife Kathy’s arts and crafts!    We have used the donations to offset Covid costs.  
 

Aiden Howard Maul and Mrs. Laura Whelan  with the Pedal 
the Cause check.  We ended up with $1,641.84 for cancer 
research!  I heard we had several hundred more donated online. 
Thanks for your generosity! 
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ICS MAGAZINE DRIVE  You can buy anytime online from the website and we get 40%!  We 
received another PROFIT CHECK for $100.40.  This is committed to our Catholic Education and 
Activity Center debt.  Thanks! 
 
YOUNG AUTHORS   Turn-In Day is Monday, September 21st and it is a dress down day for 

those who participate.  Be the Write Stuff.  In a year of diminished opportunities, grab this one!   

Writing uses the most parts of our brain---grow yours! 

 
INCLUSION  We are accepting donations for an inclusion project to provide for a special needs 
student.  We are trying to fund this outside the budget.  To date $10,250 pledged or donated.   
 
A.C.T.S. RETREAT. The next Men’s ACTS retreat is October 1 – 4 at King’s House.  King’s 

House is open for retreats, and following all the pandemic protocols.  Sign-up.  New Dads 

especially welcome.  You attend for the spiritual and the bonus is the fellowship. You won’t be 

disappointed.  Money back guarantee!    

GIBAULT CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL NEWS:  

Gibault High School held National Honor Society 
induction last Sunday evening. Congratulations 
to ICS graduates:  Zoe Swip, Hannah Stearns, 
Reagan Herrmann, Katie Grawitch,  Andrew 
Harmon, Eli Garcia, and Jacob Feldker! 
 

 

Open House    Sunday, November 1, 2020, from 12 

– 4 p.m.   We will have an attendance prize for one lucky family – a one-time $500 discount off a 

new student’s tuition for the 2021-2022 school year!  We are committed to keeping visiting 

families safe and healthy. To practice social distancing, we have created a tour schedule. 

Please contact Director of Enrollment Kelly Day at 618-939-3883 or kday@gibaulthawks.com to 

schedule your tour or visit http://bit.ly/GCHSOpenHouse. 

Oktoberfest 2020  Save the date for our Roaring 2020’s Virtual Oktoberfest on October 24th! 

Details coming soon! 

Grads in the news…Jenny Lesko (ICS ‘ 05 ) is currently fighting the wildfires in idaho as part of 
the U.S. Forest Service.  Luckily, she is on the back end of the fire putting out embers. Prayers 
for all in harm’s way from natural dangers too! 

                                            
THE SPORTING NEWS… 

The Immaculate Conception cross country team was back in action twice in the last 
week.  On Saturday, September 12th, Immaculate Conception hosted St. Teresa from Belleville.  
St. Teresa brought with them a lot of talent, depth, and experience.  The boys’ varsity team from 
St. Teresa defeated Immaculate Conception with a score of 19 to 41.  Leading the way for 
Immaculate Conception was Luke Dalpoas (4th), Xavier Voegele (5th), Max Keeven (9th), Evan 
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Sheehan (11th), and Logan Loporto (12th).  A big congratulations goes to Evan Sheehan who 
stepped up to run the varsity race even though he is just in 3rd grade. 

In the boys’ Open race, ICS was represented by Daniel Huels (4th), Liam Johnson (8th), 
and Nathan Gregozeski (11th).  We did not have the 5 runners needed to complete a boys’ team 
for the Open race. 

St. Teresa won the girls’ varsity race by a score of 19 to 36.  The varsity girls were led by 
Caroline Roche (4th), Lillian Braun (6th), Rina Baker (7th), Isabel Roche (9th), and Naomi 
Langhans (10th).  Rounding out the girls’ varsity team was Sophie Conrad and Ella Boyd.  Even 
though these girls did not win the meet there were numerous personal bests.  These girls will be 
a team to watch in the future as 3 of the top 5 girls are in 5th grade. 

The girl’s Open race was won by ICS with a score of 15 (the lowest possible score).  
Leading the team was Kaila Jerkatis (1st), Adrian Declue (2nd), Mariska Lyle (3rd), Kennedy 
Cooper (4th), Anna McGill (5th), Katherine Sheehan (6th), and Keeley Cooper (7th). 

On September 17th, Immaculate Conception welcomed back St James and St. John/St. 
Joe for another meet.  ICS won the varsity boy’s race and the boy’s Open race.  Immaculate 
Conception runners placed all their 7 varsity runners in the top 9 places resulting in a team 
score of 17.  At the halfway point of the race the ICS team was running in a very tight back.  
Luke Dalpoas, Lucas Sheehan, Xavier Voegele, and Riley McGill were all in the top 5 and 
separated by only a few seconds.  At the end of the race Luke Dalpoas pulled away for the win, 
followed by Xavier Voegele (2nd), Lucas Sheehan (3rd), Riley McGill (5th), Grant Tucker (6th), 
Max Keeven (8th), and Dante Gianino (9th).  This young team is also a team to watch out for in 
the future. 

Immaculate Conception boys swept the top spots in the Open race.  Will Dalpoas set a 
new course record in the open race with a time of 6:33.  Will was followed by Evan Sheehan 
(2nd), Daniel Huels (3rd), Nathan Gregozeski (4th), Drew Boyd (5th), and Liam Johnson (6th). 

In the girls’ varsity race the ICS team lost a hard-fought battle to St. James.  St James 
won by a score of 31 to 41.  ICS’s top 5 scoring runners were Isabel Roche (4th), Caroline 
Roche (7th), Lillian Braun (8th), Genevieve Nadziejko (10th), and Naomi Langhans (12th).  Isabel 
Roche set a personal best and Genevieve Nadziejko showed tremendous improvement.  
Rounding out the varsity team for ICS was Kaila Jerkatis and Sophie Conrad. 

In the girl’s Open race, ICS pulled out a narrow win.  ICS scored 26 points to St James’ 
29 points.  Leading the way for ICS in her first race was Sienna Gianino who set a new course 
record in the Girl’s Open race.  She won with a time of 7:35. Adrian Declue set a personal best 
of 7:50 and came in 3rd.  The remaining ICS runners were Ella Boyd (5th), Kennedy Cooper (8th), 
Mariska Lyle (9th), Anna McGill (11th), Keeley Cooper (12th), and Katherine Sheehan (13th). 

Full results can be found at www.webscorer.com.  Results are generally posted online 
just minutes after the race is complete.  The Cross-Country team will be back in action 
Thursday, September 24th against St John Neumann (Parishioner David Gregson is their 
principal) and again on Saturday, September 26th against Maryville Christian School. 

Look for the addition of a large clock at the finish line generously provided by the 
Father’s Club. 
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From Bishop McGovern: 

ST. ANDREW DINNERS---from 

the diocesan vocation office: 

In the beginning of John's Gospel, 

St. Andrew invited his 

brother Peter to come to 

Jesus.  God often calls us through 

the invitation of others.   Please 

consider personally inviting a 

young man in your parish that has 

the qualities of a good priest to 

meet Bishop McGovern at one of 

our St. Andrew Dinners.  Please 

also encourage your DREs, youth 

ministers, and parents to do the same.  The success of these gatherings will depend greatly on 

your prayers and assistance.   The link to our website with dates, locations, and how to register 

can be found here:    https://www.diobelle.org/vocations 

 Blessings,   Rev. Nicholas G. Junker, Vocation Director, Diocese of Belleville, IL 

(618) 722-5035 

Back in the 1960’s, we had 16 seminarians from our parish.  I had 4 in my 8th grade class.  We 

went through Vatican II, the Church had a rebirth, and lay ministry had doors opened for service 

besides the priesthood or religious life.  We need to give our students and children “permission 

to think about it”.   Encourage a high schooler or God-seeker to attend a St. Andrew dinner.  

How proud would you be if someone went into ministry from your encouragement? 
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From the Congregation of the Resurrection... Many of you have supported us by 
purchasing raffle tickets. The profits from these two fundraisers supported our Senior 
priests and Brother’s and our Formation Program for future seminarians. Many of you 
received a donation request in place of these fund raisers. If you would like to make a 
donation, please mail your check made out to: Congregation of the Resurrection, 3601 
N. California Ave. Chicago, IL 60618. Thank you!! This is the Religious Order of Fr. 
Gary Hogan, C.R.   Our parish has had some winners in the raffle!  
  

LIFENETWORK OF PREGNANCY CARE CENTER OF SOUTHERN ILLINOIS  The 

ICC Confirmation Cluster D is holding a Baby Item Drive.  Items may be dropped off 

outside of Masses on Saturday, September 26th or Sunday, September 27th from 7 

a.m. - Noon in the Lower Parking Lot.  For a list of needed items, please see the 

bulletin.  Cash donations are always welcome and appreciated.  Thank you for helping 

us support life!  The only people who like change are babies! 

FEAST OF ST. FRANCIS of Assisi On October 4th at 1:00 the blessing of pets will be 

virtual.  It will be easier on animal control this year. 

Ambrose Augustine Fleming, 3 year old cousin and godchild of Fr. Nick, was found 

unresponsive in the family pool last weekend.  He is on life-support and the family is 

praying for a miracle through Fr. Augustine Tolton, first black Catholic priest in America, 

who is in the cause for sainthood.  Please add your prayers for this little guy’s brain to 

respond and the intercession of Fr. Tolton to bear fruit.   

PRAYERS:  Special Intention  Ambrose Augustine Fleming, Isla Lunk, Nicholas Lahr, 

Fr. Gary Gummersheimer, Charlie Eppinger, Gladys Williamson, Josh Ritter, Tom 

Keeven, Sr.,  Lindsay White, Danielle Dorlac, Arlin Stechmesser, Dan Hoeflinger, Karen 

Hornacek, Seth Watters, Glyn Raeber, Seth Conner, Mike Drone, George Perry,  

Geraldine McCoy, Kathy Neal, Logan Eichenseer, Ashley Burris, Ed Schaefer, Libby 

LoPorto, Tom Giovanni, Dion Scherr Miller, Donna Kania, Owen Jordan, Anthony 

Hendricks, Mark Fiore, Shawn Eichoff, Charlie Stockes,  Angela Roepke, Jan 

Hoffmann, Bill West, Jennifer Nesser, Tom Kish, Patti Rottler, Mike Taylor 

 



 

From Lizanne Young, Director of Faith Formation: 

Here is the schedule celebrating the 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time at the 
September 19/20 Masses:   Remember: indoors our max capacity is 100 
5pm Saturday - Indoor Mass, all are welcome, with ONLINE stream 
here: https://youtu.be/r5io1qIrj5Q  
7am Sunday - Park & Pray in the Upper Lot; tune your car radio to 90.1fm (NOTE: in 
case of inclement weather, the Mass moves indoors) 
9am Sunday - Indoor Mass, all are welcome  
11am Sunday - Indoor Mass, all are welcome 
 
ATTENDING IN PERSON? MASS PROTOCOL:  If you are joining us for Mass in 
church, please bring your mask, and we will be taking your name and phone number (or 
QR) when you arrive. To minimize contact, doors will not open until approximately 
20 minutes before each Mass begins.  
 

This Weekend’s Scriptures:  Day laborers.  Yes.  You can do a drive by off Broadway in St. 

Louis and pick up help on projects.  Not sure of the wages.  2000 years ago, Jesus uses the 

example of work in a parable.  This parable is not about justice, equal pay for equal work, or 

who should be first or last in line.  It is about the generous landowner who keeps his 

agreements.  There is no limit to God’s grace.  This Gospel text from Matthew reminds me of 

my Grandfather and an Aunt who called out for a priest on their deathbed and were literally 

“knocking on heaven’s door”.  It is never too early or too late to get onboard with God!   Park 

and Pray had 91 cars last week and 180 Prayers!  And we maxed out 11:00 Mass.  Not sure on 

the other two Masses or online but please join us for the Weekend Liturgy.  Get onboard! 

Mike Kish 
Principal 
 
PS  We would like to expand our Substitute Teacher list, just in case.  You would need to be 
certified by the Diocese and we sure would love some tech skills if you have them.  We can still 
work around that sometimes through teacher support from home or the occasional class with no 
remote learners.  Please contact the office.  It is work, but it is fun too! 
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I have often said that if you and I were going to sit down, have a beer, and create a religion, we 

surely wouldn’t create this one.  It is another reason I believe! 

Wounded Healers       Fr. Richard Rohr, O.F.M. 

  If I were to name the Christian religion, I would probably call it “The Way of the Wound.” Jesus 
agrees to be the Wounded One, and we Christians are these strange believers in a wounded 
healer. We come to God not through our strength but through our weakness. We learn wisdom 
and come to God not by doing it all right but through doing it all wrong. 

If you were going to create a religion, would you think of creating, as your religious image, a 
naked, bleeding, wounded man? It is the most unlikely image for God, the most illogical image 
for Omnipotence. None of us in our wildest imagination would have come up with it. It must 
expose a central problem of human existence, for God to come into the world in this form and in 
this way. Sadly, we Christians have become accustomed to the cross—perhaps we have 
domesticated it—and we no longer receive the shock and the scandal of all that this image of 
failure is saying. Being wounded, suffering, and dying are the quickest and most sure paths to 
truly living. 

Using a scapegoat is our much-preferred method. We deny our pain, sins, and suffering and 
project them elsewhere. This ancient method still works so well that there is no reason to think 
it is going to end or change. Until we are enlightened by grace, we don’t even see it; it remains 
safely hidden in the unconscious where it plays itself out. Once we spot and stop the pattern, the 
game is over. The cross of Jesus was a mirror held up to history, so we could spot the 
scapegoating pattern and then stop participating in it. 

Only the Great Self, the True Self, the Godself, can carry the anxiety within us. The little self 
can’t do it. People who don’t pray can’t live the Gospel because the self is not strong enough to 
hold the anxiety and the fear. If we do not transform our pain, we will always transmit 
it. Always someone else has to suffer because we don’t know how to suffer; that’s what it comes 
down to. 

Most people are like electric wires: what comes in is what goes out. Someone calls us a name, 
and we call them a name back. That is, most people pass on the same energy that is given to 
them. Now compare an electric wire to those big, grey transformers that you see on utility poles. 
Dangerous current or voltage comes in, but something happens inside that grey box and what 
comes out is, in fact, now helpful and productive. That is exactly what Jesus does with suffering. 

That is what Jesus did: he did not return the negative energy directed at him—not during his life 
nor when he hung on the cross. He held it inside and made it into something much better. That 
is how “he took away the sin of the world.” He refused to pass it on! Until the world understands 
that, there will be no new world. 


