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Dear Parents, Guardians, and Friends, 
 

 
 
GOD WILL BE YOUR STRENGTH.  LISTEN TO HIS WORD AND FOLLOW HIM!   The Bible 
is our GPS---God positioning system.  Fr. Nick blessed our bibles for us during the all-school 
Mass.  When you’re lost, open the Bible. When you’re found, open the Bible.  It always speaks 
to us right where we are---especially the New Testament! Today in Corinthians 1, St. Paul says 
we all run the race but only one wins.  Cross Country meet last night and another tomorrow! 
 
Grandparents Day is this Sunday.   No Grandparents Mass and Open House this year so we 

will go virtual and create a YouTube to share for next Friday.  We wish we could send a virtual 

cookie but just know the love is there!  Grandmas and Grandpas and spiritual Grandmas and 

Grandpas are the calm behind the storm of family life.  You serve as back-up for the temporal 

and faith for the spiritual needs of our families. We love you and need you and when you hear 

my song, “Grandma doll and Grandpa tater” will be helping me rhyme! 

mailto:mkish@icsmail.org


 
COVID $ UPDATE:  We have spent over $7,000 on Covid safety, not counting our 
generous donation of the vefIR2 scanner and partitions.  We have had generous 
donations of $6100 which have offset out costs.   Thank you to all!   More improvements 
coming! 
 
PATRIOT DAY  We are nearly a generation past 9-11.  Don’t forget how vigilant we 
must be and that prayer AND good works leads to peace.  We have to use our words! 
 

Check-up from the neck up Day 17.  We have a survey out on 
Google Forms that will close Monday evening.  It is a time to vent---
the good and the what-could-be-better.   As stakeholders, we need 
student, parent, and faculty feedback in this new paradigm, this 
renaissance, this chance to redesign the future of learning.  On the 
other side of our current Covid tunnel,   Covid could be a gift and an 
educational Petri dish to improve educational practices.  This is all 

like trying to fly a plane while building it.  Our synchronous approach should help in the 
long run to level the educational playing field nationally.  At ICS we are seeking to be 
consistent, effective, healthy, and safe.  What we pulled off in a short span of time over 
a March weekend will continue to evolve with everyone’s help, open-mindedness, and 
creativity.  Thanks to Mrs. Taylor for the survey, borrowing from the Board work in June.  
We hope to have a summary for Tuesday night’s Board meeting.  Our response to 
Covid 19 is based on trust.  We trust you to be honest and fair in your appraisal of our 
efforts. So “How’s it going with synchronous learning, remote learning, in person 
learning?”   And how can we get better without overwhelming ourselves? Thanks for 
taking the survey! 
 
BUILDERS CLUB OFFICERS:  We’re off to a great year full of creativity in leading the 

school and growing service!  The Builders Club is sponsored by the Columbia Kiwanis 

Club.  It will be a challenging start for us but an opportunity as well!  Thanks Ms. Walker 

for serving as our moderator! 

President: Kate Adams    Vice President: Ava Schmidt 
Secretary: Ava Hrdlicka    Treasurer: Michael Wessel 
Service Director: Sadie Metz   Social Director: Hailey Wilkerson 
Talent Show: Lauren Thorne   Kids Against Hunger- Grant Monheiser 
 
PARENTS AND FRIENDS MEETING  Monday night, Garden level, Covid protocals, 
agenda on Parents and Friends FB page, Mrs. Sarah Helfrich is teacher rep.  Hope to 
see you there! 
 

Parents & Friends  Needs your help!  Please see the Sign Up Genius link below to 

sign up to help our committees, volunteer or be a room parent for this year.  Many 

hands make light work, so please consider how you can best help and sign up before 

September 13th.   https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E044EA4A82DA5F85-parents 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E044EA4A82DA5F85-parents


 
FATHERS CLUB  Dads and friends are invited to a meeting in the Garden Level on 
September 17.  These men are our “Go To” Guys on big projects and in raising funds 
for special projects like technology and sports.  They have raised over $300,000 in their 
very quiet way and have offset tech licenses and bought our athletic uniforms for years!  
Come for some great fellowship!   Thanks to President Ben Baker!  See the flyer 
emailed out yesterday and help our Dads help us! 
 
IOWA Tests  will be held September 21-October 1.   Standardized tests are not the be-
all, end-all, but they will definitely talk to us this year as we look for Covid-summer-
remote learning backslide OR improved scores.  Many universities have dropped the 
ACT and SAT for admittance.  Nonetheless, there can be value if shared with students 
which we do in Grades 7-8 instead of waiting till your college advisory session.  
Knowing our strengths and weaknesses are a plus as we try to find a career so good 
that we wonder why we get paid!   This is a week for a good breakfast, good night’s 
sleep, doing your best, answering every question, erasing cleanly, working with context 
and following directions.  You are competing with yourself and looking for growth! 
 

 
We celebrated a belated DARE 
graduation on September 
10.  DARE is about resisting 
negative life influences and 
staying positive. Sgt. Zach 
Hopkins, the Man In Black, of 
the Columbia Police Department 
is the DARE teacher and 
Columbia Resource Officer. 

 
CATHOLIC EDUCATION AND ACTIVITY CENTER UPDATE  We have sent out a 
solicitation to new families and some delayed givers.  We have had 9 returns with 
$25,000 in pledges.  We recently made another payment on our debt which now stands 
at $3.27m.  Our projected interest (debt service) has dropped to $269k.  We have had 
generous donors and organizations/foundations pledge and pay to cover our gym, 
cafeteria, both playgrounds, stage, band room, kitchen, computer classroom, and  8 
classrooms.  We have 11 classrooms out there at $100,000 each that would greatly 
improve our campaign situation.  Please pray over this and consider a pledge and 
proudly become part of our campaign.  Our school is people.  Our facility makes 
delivery of services much easier and safer.  Pay it forward by paying now.  Thanks! 
 
INCLUSION  We are accepting donations for an inclusion project to provide for a 
special needs student.  Another $500!  Thank you!  We are trying to fund this outside 
the budget.  To date $10,250 pledged or donated.   
 

YOUNG AUTHORS   Turn-In Day is Monday, September 21st and it is a dress down 

day for those who participate.   



 
PEDAL THE CAUSE  Check out this inspiring video on Aiden Howard-Maul and Mom 
Julie’s experience.  Real hero stuff! 
 
https://www.mypedalthecause.org/riders_profile.jsp?MemberID=39859 
 

We collected $1,631.84 today for Pedal The Cause!  Thank you! Hit their sites if you 

would like to donate more or forgot. 

 

Aiden Howard-Maul_PTC  Laura Whelan_PTC 

      

                   

CHILD PROTECTION TO DO:  “Safe and Sacred” Child Protection Training, Diocese of 
Belleville www.diobelle.org 

IF YOU HAVE NOT YET COMPLETED THE REFRESHER CHILD PROTECTION  
TRAINING COURSE FOR 2020, VISIT: https://safeandsacred-diobelle.org/ 

A.C.T.S. RETREAT. The next Men’s ACTS retreat is October 1 – 4 at King’s House.  
King’s House is open for retreats, and following all the pandemic protocols.  Sign-up.  
Money back guarantee!    
 
GIBAULT CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL NEWS:  Open House    Sunday, November 1, 

2020, from 12 – 4 p.m.    We can’t wait to show you our school and share how great it is 

to be a Hawk! We will have an attendance prize for one lucky family – a one-time $500 

https://www.mypedalthecause.org/riders_profile.jsp?MemberID=39859
https://www.mypedalthecause.org/riders_profile.jsp?MemberID=39859
https://www.mypedalthecause.org/riders_profile.jsp?MemberID=39859
https://www.mypedalthecause.org/riders_profile.jsp?MemberID=21355
http://www.diobelle.org/
https://safeandsacred-diobelle.org/


discount off a new student’s tuition for the 2021-2022 school year!  We are committed to 

keeping visiting families safe and healthy. To practice social distancing, we have 

created a tour schedule. Please contact Director of Enrollment Kelly Day at 618-939-

3883 or kday@gibaulthawks.com to schedule your tour or 

visit http://bit.ly/GCHSOpenHouse. 

Top Golf Outing   Enjoy an afternoon of golf while supporting Gibault!  On Sunday, 

September 20---a new fundraiser at Topgolf in Chesterfield! Bring your family and 

friends, fill a bay, and have fun! Bays hold up to 6 people, and each ticket includes 3 

hours of unlimited Topgolf, a fantastic BBQ lunch with fried chicken, brisket, and more, 

plus bottomless non-alcoholic drinks.  Tickets and sponsorships are available 

at www.GibaultTopgolf.givesmart.com. 

Oktoberfest 2020  Save the date for our Roaring 2020’s Virtual Oktoberfest on October 

24th! Details coming soon! 

THANKS TO WELLS FARGO for a $280 grant for general operations!   And thanks to 
all who designate us for grants and matching gifts.  Every effort really counts in these 
times!  Know you are appreciated! 
 
 

                                               
PSA after last Sunday’s Mass.   Atlas                           Lewis and Clark 

 
Labor Day   Nice break.  Threw away some stuff from the attic.  Mass went well on 
Sunday.  We had 81 at 11:00.   Not many students.  Options:  in person 5:00 Saturday 
and on-line recorded, 7-9-11 Sunday, Park and Pray Mass on the lot for 7:00 am (175 
last week!).  In Parade Magazine Sunday, actress Patricia Heaton commented on how 
the on-line Mass is such a big help to her during the pandemic. It’s “on demand” for on 
line Masses now but stay connected with us! Proclaim your faith to all the nations!  Our 
Labor Day Picnic donations are at $13,800!  This will help replenish our rainy day fund! 

 
Parish Work Day Projects September 12, 2020  Time-Talent-Treasure 
(Bring garden tools, trimmers, pruning sheers) 
Church 

Put up 4 no skateboarding signs 
Re-stain church trash enclosure (supplies in school storage area) 
Clean exterior front door windows of church 

mailto:kday@gibaulthawks.com
http://bit.ly/GCHSOpenHouse
http://www.gibaulttopgolf.givesmart.com/


Clean exterior church parish office doors and drop box 
Clean exterior front door windows of school 
Weed landscaping around church, especially mulch tiered area by 
reservation chapel, check for wasps  
Weed landscaping and trim where needed  
Pick up trash as needed on property 
Hose off HVAC vents in mechanical cage if needed 
Sweep/pick up leaves around entrances of school as needed 
Rectory on Terry Drive 
Weed landscaping and trim where needed, including around A/C unit and 
on hillside by walking trail  

 
THE SPORTING NEWS… 
Last night's cross country races were incredible.  In the boys varsity race ICS captured 
7 of the top 8 places.  This led to a team win with a score of 17 points.  ICS was led 
once again by Luke Dalpoas with a time of 13:57.  After winning the previous meet Luke 
set a challenging goal to complete a race on our course in under 14 minutes and he 
achieved his goal on his first try.  Following Luke was Will Dalpoas (2nd place), Xavier 
Voegele (3rd place), Lucas Sheehan (5th place), Max Keeven (6th place), Grant Tucker 
(7th), and Logan Loporto (8th).  These boys have all been putting in the work in practice 
and their race times are all dropping quickly.  Will, Xavier, Grant, and Logan were all 
running the Varsity race for the first time and really stepped up to the challenge. 
      In the boys open race the ICS runners achieved another perfect team score of 15 
points by sweeping the top 5 spots just like their prior meet.  ICS was led by Riley 
McGill (1st) with a time of 6:52.  Following Riley were Dante Gianino (2nd), Evan 
Sheehan (3rd), Daniel Huels(4th), Liam Johnson (5th), and Nathan Gregozeski 
(6th).  The boys team is very deep with talent and there are many younger runners on 
this team ready to run the varsity race but the varsity race is limited to 7 runners. 
     The ICS girl's team won the Varsity race with a score of 29.  The team race was won 
by the depth of ability on this girl's team and not by the strength of a single runner.  The 
ICS Girl's varsity team was led by Lillian Braun finishing in third place with a time of 
16:43.  Lillian was followed closely by Caroline Roche in (4th).  Other ICS varsity girl 
racers were Isabel Roche (6th), Naomi Langhans (7th), Sophie Conrad (9th), Adrian 
Declue (11th), and Mariska Lyle (12th).  The varsity girl's race was won by Josie 
Coughlin from St. James.  She set a blistering pace winning with a time of 14:01.  This 
girl's varsity race was so much faster than the previous race held at ICS that the winning 
time from the 8/29/2020 race would have placed 8th in last night's race.  This goes to 
show how much hard work and dedication these girls are putting into their running. 
     The ICS girls also won the girl's open race with a score of 38 points.  Leading the 
way for the ICS team in this race was Ella Boyd in 5th place with a time of 8:26.  Other 
ICS runners in this race were Genevieve Nadziejko (6th), Kaila Jerkatis (8th), Katherine 
Sheehan (9th), Kennedy Cooper (10th), Anna McGill (11th), Lily Neace (12th) & Keeley 
Cooper (13th). 
     Please come on out to our next meet this Saturday morning at ICS and cheer on the 
ICS team.  There is plenty of room to spread out along the course and cheer on the 



runners.  If interested in running cross country, the best way to check it out is to come 
watch a meet in action. 
Schedule for Tomorrow's meet: 
8:30 Arrive at ICS, Course preview, Warm-Up, etc. 

9:10 Boys on the line for final instructions 

9:15 Boys Varsity & Boys Open Race (Open racers lines up behind varsity runners) 

 

10:00** – Girls on the starting line for final instructions 

10:05** – Girls Varsity & Girls Open Race (Open racers lines up behind varsity runners) 

** Girl’s race will start as soon as practical after the boy’s race.  It is possible the race 
could start early. 

 
From Bishop McGovern

 

 

St. Vincent de Paul Friends of the Poor® Walk  Due to COVID19, the Society of St. 

Vincent de Paul Belleville Council will be holding a virtual Friends of the Poor Walk this 

year to raise funds to support its ministries and programs.  Watch for information which 

will be sent in the near future, visit the Council website – www.svdpsouthil.org or call 

Pat Hogrebe or Joe Hubbard at 618-394-0126.  Your support is needed more than ever! 

From the Congregation of the Resurrection... Many of you have attended our Annual 
Gala at Café La Cave or supported us by purchasing raffle tickets. The profits from 

http://www.svdpsouthil.org/


these two fundraisers supported our Senior priests and Brother’s and our Formation 
Program for our future seminarians. Neither will happen this year. Many of you received 
a donation request in place of these fund raisers. Thank you to those who mailed their 
gift back to us. If you have not made a donation, and would like to, please mail your 
check made out to: Congregation of the Resurrection, 3601 N. California Ave. Chicago, 
IL 60618. Thank you!! Monday –Friday 8a.m.-4p.m. This is the Religious Order of Fr. 
Gary Hogan, C.R.   Our parish has had some winners in the raffle!   
                                

LIFENETWORK OF PREGNANCY CARE CENTER OF SOUTHERN ILLINOIS  The 
ICC Confirmation Cluster D is holding a Baby Item Drive.  Items may be dropped off 
outside of Masses on Saturday, September 26th or Sunday, September 27th from 7 
a.m. - Noon in the Lower Parking Lot.  For a list of needed items, please see the 
bulletin.  Cash donations are always welcome and appreciated.  Thank you for helping 
us support life!  Nothing smells better than a fresh baby! 
 
Fr. Gary Gummersheimer still awaits back surgery on September 17.  Last weekend, 
our Bishop Michael McGovern covered the Masses for him.  This is the kind of Bishop 
we have!  He smells like the sheep! 
 

ISLA  LUNK, baby sister of Elijah and Ingrid (James and 
Jessica), needs our prayers as she heads to Philadelphia 
for a lymphangioplasty.  She has already had some heart 
surgery after a premature birth at 4 pounds.  Prayers 
please for this precious little baby and strength for the 
family.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Marian Wickersham, Maren Donjon’s Mom, is having surgery to remove her eye today, 
which was damaged after a bad fall in January.  The surgery should be quick and 
easy.  The power of prayer is powerful. Thank You from Maren. Thursday’s petitions 
please! 
Nicholas Lahr, Kim Sullivan’s brother, fell Wednesday night in the shower and was 
found after 4 hours.  He is in ICU in the hospital in Lexington, Kentucky.  He is in an 
induced coma.  Please say some prayers for him and the family that his concussion and 
circulation to his leg will be repairable.   Petitions please! 
 
Kelly(Brian, Samantha, Luke) Estes’ father and grandfather, Steve Austin  passed 
away Wednesday night. He had suffered from Alzheimer’s for a few years and she had 
moved him to Orlando near her in the Spring. He was lucky to have such a kind, loving 
and patient caregiver to him in Kelly.  God’s peace to the family!  



 
Doris Schmersahl, Great Aunt of Will Schmoll, died on Saturday morning at age 87.  
She was a great lady and did a lot of work with the Columbia Public Library.  She loved 
to laugh and that would be expected of an accordion player, and I’ve never met a 
crabby accordion player.  Music is the laughter of the soul.  Private services tomorrow. 

 
PRAYERS:  Special Intention  Isla Lunk, Marian Wickersham, Nicholas Lahr, Fr. Gary 

Gummersheimer, Charlie Eppinger, Gladys Williamson, Josh Ritter, Tom Keeven, Sr.,  

Lindsay White, Danielle Dorlac, Arlin Stechmesser, Dan Hoeflinger, Karen Hornacek, 

Seth Watters, Glyn Raeber, Seth Conner, Mike Drone, George Perry,  Geraldine 

McCoy, Kathy Neal, Logan Eichenseer, Ashley Burris, Ed Schaefer, Libby LoPorto, Tom 

Giovanni, Dion Scherr Miller, Donna Kania, Owen Jordan, Anthony Hendricks, Mark 

Fiore, Shawn Eichoff, Charlie Stockes,  Angela Roepke, Jan Hoffmann, Bill West, 

Jennifer Nesser, Tom Kish, Patti Rottler, Mike Taylor 

This Weekend’s Scriptures:  What’s with this forgiveness stuff?  Jesus spends a lot of time 

trying to teach forgiveness.  It goes against human nature to forgive.  Yet deep down, we know 

revenge feels good for such a short time and the inability to forgive makes you miserable.  In 

this Sunday’s parable, the debtor, upon having his debt forgiven, could not pass it on to his 

debtor.  He got his in the end.  And so do we if we don’t forgive.  We don’t need to forget 

injustices to us but we do need to forgive or else the injustice owns us.  God sent his only 

begotten Son to teach us how to live.  Forgiveness is probably the ultimate love story.  Come 

home this weekend online or in person.  Lots of options for you!  Fr. Nick might tell the story of 

how he has to forgive Fr. Carl for beating him so bad in tennis! 

Mike Kish 
Principal 
 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY THIS PAST WEEK to Jesus’ Mom Mary and  Fr. Nick on the 8th, Fr. 
Gary Hogan, C.R. on the 7th, Mr. Joe Gilbreth on the 11th, and Mrs. Lizanne Young on 
the 14th!  Many birthdays during the 9th month! 
 
CITIZENSHIP DAY      9-17  dress down for those who supported GiveStL (20 families) 
YA TURN-IN DAY        9-21  dress down for participants(Do it the Write Way---Everybody!) 



 
 
 

The Power of a Whisper 

Slow me down today, Lord, and whisper a word or two - or more, in the quiet of my mind and heart... 
 
When I'm cursing myself or others,     whisper words of blessing... 
When I'm judging another's words and deeds,   whisper words of patience... 
When my voice is still and silent,    whisper words that I might speak... 
When I'm saying much too much,    whisper words to shut me up... 
When I've failed and when I've sinned,    whisper words of pardon... 
When I'm facing loss and grief,     whisper words of consolation... 
When I'm stuck in my own foolishness,    whisper words of wisdom... 
When I'm confounded and confused,    whisper words of counsel... 
When I'm caught up in my lies,     whisper words of truth. 
When life is just too tough to take,    whisper words of hope... 
When my heart is broken, hurt and wounded,   whisper words of healing... 
When I'm at war with my neighbor or myself,   whisper words of peace... 
 
Slow me down, Lord, and help me find a quiet place to hear  the whisper of your word... 
Slow me down today, Lord,  and whisper a word or two - or more, in the quiet of my mind and heart... 
Amen. 
- Rev. Austin Fleming 


