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CELEBRATING 164 YEARS OF MISSION • COMMUNITY • SERVICE
The mission of Immaculate Conception School is to provide experiences to inspire, challenge, and
nurture the mind, body, and spirit of our students within the framework of the Gospel of Jesus Christ and the
tradition of the Catholic Church.
Merciful God, you are the Divine Builder, who calls us to build your Church. Guide us in building our new Catholic
Education & Activity Center, so that we can build the Church of the future by passing on the treasure of our faith to
future generations. Bless the work of our hands, and keep us strong in faith, hope and love, so that all we do might bring
glory and honor to you, forever and ever. AMEN

September 8, 2017

V. 43 #07

Dear Parent, Guardian, Student, Teacher, Friend,

LABOR DAY 2017 No totals yet but over 2000 chicken dinners! Kudos to all you who worked and
then ate and then played. There ought to be a tally of everyone who worked. I counted over 700 shift
sign-ups one year. The Class of 2018 did their part well too!
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CHURCH LABOR DAY PICNIC $500.00 CASH RAFFLE WINNERS:
12:00 P.M. - Barbara Speiser
5:00 P.M. - Brenda Kang
1:00 P.M. - Brian Boyd
6:00 P.M. - Marv Albert
2:00 P.M. - Jane Menner
7:00 P.M. - Charles Lepp
3:00 P.M. - Dale Mehrtens
8:00 P.M. - Robert D. Niemietz
4:00 P.M. - Darren Ling
9:00 P.M. - Angie Largent
QUILT RAFFLE WINNERS
1.
Handmade Quilt:
John Baker
2.
$100 Script Gift Certificate:
Faith Tucker
3.
FitBit Activity Tracker: Amy Meyer
4.
Handmade Afghan & $50 Script Gift Certificate: Mark Fiore
5.
Machine Stitched Quilt:
Shelly McCutchen
6.
$100 Scrip Gift Certificate:
Barb Greenfield
7.
Samsung Galaxy 7” Tablet: Patti Dougherty
8.
Handmade Quilt:
Bob Riebeling
9.
$100 Scrip Gift Certificate:
Chris Klingert
10.
Vizio D-Series TV:
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Braun

SERVICE LEADERSHIP DAY on Tuesday was tops! The Class understood the Focus Five personal
body contract for group learning and they focused so well yesterday on the Field Trip! BUY-IN The
greatest problem any organization can face is when employees don’t buy-in to the vision or just go
about the motions. Thanks for buying in! Thanks for service-leadership day. Ask the Class of 2018
the book they read and the other 7 that were talked about, how there is no box to think outside of
anymore, how everyone has “snakes” to overcome, how endorphins give them tremendous power,
how everyone deserves their personal space, how not getting your way is sometimes the best thing
that could happen to you, that they attend a special school, and God has already given us the tools
we need to make it, especially if we can TRUST one another and also learn there are no guarantees.
Any of these would make a great writing assignment…

PARENTS & FRIENDS Meeting Monday, September 11, 2017 7pm at Reifschneider's Grill & Grape
All parents are ipso facto members! Come join us! First meeting agenda of the year:
I. Opening Prayer
II. Secretary Report: Christy Hornacek
III. Treasurer's Report : Kate Kienzle
IV. Teacher's Report : Mrs. Carrow
V. Principal's Report : Mr. Kish
VI. Old Business
- Columbia Daze Parade: Holly Blaskiewicz
- Field Day T-Shirts, Jean Swip & Tammy Hoeflinger
- Dining Out for ICS, Tricia Haywood
VII. New Business
- Entertainment Books (Sept), Carrie Boser
- Box Tops , Carrie Boser
- ICS Spirit-wear, Jessi Gianino
- Dining Out for ICS, Laurie Conrad, Jessi Gianino
- Laser Tag FUNraiser (Oct), Lisa Patton
- Teacher Appreciation - PST Conferences dinner (Oct), Sarah Theiret
- Father/Son Event, (Oct 10), Mandy/Josh McGuire & Kory Haywood
- Trivia Night (Nov 4), Jessica Wachtel, Jessica Sheehan, Tammy Hoeflinger
- Dinner Auction (Feb) , Mandy McGuire
VIII. Closing Prayer
IX. Happy Hour & Volunteer Sign Ups

09-08-17---010319

485 days out from our first day of school in our new facility---less than 16 months
now. It would be great to have bumper stickers stating “010319---See What Faith Can Build” but time will fly
so fast the bumper stickers would be collectors’ items.
So…For our new folks haven’t made a pledge yet, we are involved in a CAPITAL CAMPAIGN FOR OUR
CATHOLIC EDUCATION AND ACTIVITY CENTER. We need your help! Here is some of the history--Once upon a time…around the 1840’s…The Catholics living here in Columbia got tired of a circuit riding priest
having Mass in their homes and thought if they became a parish and built a church, we could get a priest. So
in 1846 that happened! In 1853, part of the Church became a school. In 1867 the church was too small so a
new one was built on Main Street for $12,000 with money borrowed at 8% interest. It was unfinished for 10
years. In 1921, a new school and community hall was built---the Church was remodeled and added onto in
1928---the school added onto in 1950---again in 1960--- again in 1987. The church was air-conditioned in
1982. In 1996 the parish wanted to expand the Church. The Holy Spirit said no---take the pledges and leave
town---(Yes, God really spoke to us!) in 2003 we bought 35+ acres---then we got a new pastor---then we built
a new church and dedicated it in 2013. In 2016 we sold our Main Street campus and are now renters after
deciding to build a new CEAC. In October of 2016, our Church loan was paid off. 50 years from now,
someone will say… Once upon a time……………And as Fr. Carl says---let us continue to work as if
everything depends upon us and let us continue to pray knowing that everything depends upon God.
58,400 square feet—on schedule---October foundation pouring---on budget---530 pledges(needs
to grow(you?))---2 classrooms per grade---bigger gym---over 30,000 cubic yards of earth already
moved(would fill up 25 Columbia home basements)

FIELD DAY: Thanks to Laura and Dan Whelan again for making Field Day the best day of the year!
Mrs. Epplin is invaluable and our City of Columbia graciously makes the Columbia American Legion
Park available to us. THANK YOU Faculty, Staff, and PARENTS FOR HELPING OUR FIELD
DAY! Jennifer Harrigan, Kate Kienzle, Leigh-Anne Feldker, Brian Garcia, Tammy Hoeflinger,
Melissa and Ted Kroenig, Tiffany and John Canull, Michelle Bender, Amanda Buhr, Michelle
Juengling, Ryan Glasscock, Matt Voegele, Jessi Gianino, Megan Frierdich, Tiffany VanMatre, Dave
Boser, Carrie Boser, Steve Patton, Heather Hagedorn, Jenn Cooper, Rocky Hasenstab, Robin Baker,
Dawn Heimburger, Jessica Sheehan, Laurie Conrad, Mary Ann Lambert, and Priscilla Wilkerson.
Great job and best weather ever maybe?

THE WORLD HAS CHANGED SINCE SEPT. 11, 2001. Most reading this will be able to tell exactly
where they were and what they were doing when they received word of the terrorist attack on 9/11.
We now work to be vigilant, pray more for peace, and adjust how we travel because of hate. We
cannot succumb to the power of hate and vengeance and rushing to judgment. Our God is nonviolent. Our God does not tell us to be foolish but ready to react in a way that is truly proper and just
which is a very fine line to walk indeed. This weekend focuses on service to the common good. We
honor our First Responders. We pray harder for peace and harmony among all God’s peoples. The
world has changed. So must we!
SEPTEMBER 11 is PATRIOT DAY! We will hold a “Blue Mass” on the 10th and honor all First
Responders. We are blessed with many First Responders in our parish. God bless you! Let us
bless you!
USS COLUMBIA SSN 771 Monday for Grades 5-8. CO Cmdr. Dave Edgerton,
Lt. JG Ian Sugg and EmN2 Jacob Rey will be here at 8:05 for Grades 5-8. The
USS Columbia is named for Columbia, IL; Columbia, MO; and Columbia SC. Last
week submariner Matt Tutor stopped by to visit--- 21 years old and in the line of
our defense. Today we received a donated plank from the launch. The citizens of
Columbia donated a video center in the mess hall for the boat. Thanks Elaine!
Join the City of Columbia in welcoming and honoring members of the USS
Columbia! Find the information here.
THE ENTERTAINMENT BOOK sell 2 books by September 12 to earn a Jeans Day(Date to be
determined). If you are not going to sell your book, please return your book to the office so someone
else can. There is an app for your phone now that alerts you about the savings! This is Parents &
Friends' #2 fundraiser. It can save you money while raising money for our school. Thanks to Carrie
Boser for chairing!
COLUMBIA-MONROE COUNTY FIELD TRIP
1. Cahokia-Kaskaskia Trail in Columbia-highlighting historical homes
2. Wardermann Cemetery---ICC Cemetery---Palmier Hill Cemetery--3. the Luntzford-Pulcher Mound
4. talked about Sugar Loaf Mound and the salt lick
5. Sand Bank Road for a geologic talk and info on Luhr Brothers, Inc.
including Silver Star honoree Aloys Luhr, 11 South and Joe Koppeis
6. Columbia International Airport to talk on Ft. Piggott
7. located Terry Springs
8. put a scope on the levee at Fountain for a view of Miles Cemetery Mausoleum with 52 slots
9. drove through Old Valmeyer, site of the Flood of ‘93
10. walked Salt Lick Trail, highest point in Monroe County and commercial source of salt
11. drove to Kidd Lake State nature preserve and view of Fults Hill Prairie
12. lunch in Rock City overlooking the American Bottoms
13. visited the National Archives for a tour (over 2,500,000 boxes of records stored there)
14. toured the condenser room, cold storage section of Rock City, talked about several new possibilities for
the 4,000,000 available square feet(only 1,000,000 in use now)

Many thanks to Lorrie Maag, Director of Rock City, and Joe Koppeis, Developer of this innovative
business center! Our chaperons were Doug Epplin, Jolene Sasser, Carrie Boser, Kim Schwartz,
Holly Blaskiewicz, Shari Smugala, Lauren Powers, Diane Ramey and flora and fauna expert Dan

Kassebaum. Roots. We have good ones here way back to the American Indians!
HURRICANE HARVEY $59.43 donated today. Thanks! Second collection across the U.S. at
Masses this weekend.
ST. RAYMOND’S $122.08 Over 884 quetzales! Thanks for your stewardship to children you may
never meet in a land you may never visit. I have seen the good work you do and am so proud of our
help and their prayers for us!
Thanks for teaching stewardship to your children. 4 jars: 30% for college, 30% for emergency,
30% for spending, 10% for charity = 100%.

Young Authors
Fall 2017
Sharpen your pencils, for it is time to start preparing for the Fall Young Authors’ program! The fall turn-in day will be Monday, October
2nd (this will also be a jeans day for every student turning in a manuscript). For judging purposes, please do not write your name on
your story, but do include a title. We ask that you attach your name either by a Post-It note or on a separate piece of paper (attached by
paper clip or stapled). The chairpersons will record the titles and names, and then remove the names from the stories before giving
th th
them to the judges. Your story will be identified solely by its title. Give your submission to your teacher (5 -8 grade students please
give your manuscript to your English teacher). Winning stories from k-4th will be presented at the Young Authors’ assembly, at school,
on Wednesday, October 25th. The following information may answer any questions you have. If you have other questions, please
email Gina Thompson or Robin Nadziejko at icsyoungauthors@gmail.com .Thank you!
How should my work be packaged? Your submission should include the following:

Your name attached only by paper clip or post-it note (names are removed for judging)

A title

Pages securely fastened by staple or other means

A front cover (it can be as simple as a title page)
What should I write, and how will it be judged? The emphasis of the Young Authors program is on creativity! A parent volunteer
will judge your work based on its originality, its organization (does your story have a beginning, middle, and ending?), and on its use of
clear, descriptive words. Stories are evaluated based 75% on creativity and 25% on grammar and punctuation. You may also enter a
poem. It will be judged based on its creativity, how well it flows, and on the strength and clarity of its message. For upper grades, a
poem or collection of poems should have at least 20 lines total.
Students in grades 5 through 8 may also enter non-fiction essays including classroom assignments. Judges will be looking for clear,
descriptive sentences and well-organized paragraphs. Any submission may be written at home or as part of a classroom assignment.
Please do not submit work that has been entered in Young Authors competition in a previous year.
Can my parents help me? Young Authors is designed to encourage you to write, and so the work must be your own. You can try
out your ideas on your parents if you like, and they can help you with proofreading grammar, punctuation and spelling. Very young
authors may tell their story to a parent while the parent writes it down. The child may then write out the story, or the parent may write it
or type it. It is important that the story be “in the child’s own words,” which is the state rule for the Young Authors program. Parents
should encourage their children to work on their submissions as independently as possible.
What if I win? Congratulations! You may win a Young Authors’ trophy once each school year. If you win a trophy, be sure to keep
entering! Your future submissions are still eligible to win runner-up awards.
By entering repeatedly, you are also eligible to receive special awards at the end of the year. Students in grade k-4 receive their Young
Authors awards at presentations following each judging. Older students receive theirs at the Awards Night in May. Enter twice, and you
receive a Young Authors’ pin at the end of the year.
All winners from fall and spring are entered into a drawing, and one randomly selected student from each grade will be invited to attend
the regional Young Authors’ Conference.
What are the details on the Young Authors’ Conference? Winning in either the fall or the spring makes students eligible for the
honor of representing their grade and ICS at the Regional and State Young Authors’ Conference. Attendees will be randomly selected –
one per grade.
Thanks to Robin Nadziejko for one of the best opportunities we offer! Be the write stuff!

Kiwanis 17th Annual Fishing Derby is on September 9th at Columbia Sportsman Club. Help
measure and weigh fish that are caught. (catch and release) Need help from 10 am – 1:30/2
pm. Free lunch, 8th grade will get Confirmation hours if needed. Contact Sharon Nealon to help.
emron@htc.net i. Thank you, Sharon Nealon, Club Secretary and Builders Club Advisor

Ameren Kids Challenge at Pedal the Cause Kids ages 3-12 can help end cancer by participating
on Saturday, September 23rd from 9 am – 1 pm. Participants will ride a 30-45 minute shift on an
easy, enclosed course and attempt as many laps as they can. With the $35 registration fee comes a
t-shirt, water bottle, high-quality medal, goodie bag, certificate of completion, a rubber bracelet for
each lap completed, a Fitz’s Root Beer float, access to all the activities in the Kids Zone and a
personalized rider profile to easily fundraise online. 100% of rider-raised dollars fund cancer research
at Siteman Cancer Center and Siteman Kids at St. Louis Children’s Hospital. Join Aiden HowardMaull on Team ICS Proud (Immaculate Conception School, Columbia) and help cure cancer!
Go to www.pedalthecause.org/donate/ to help or ride!
ICS Spirit Wear Web Store is now available online. Go to icsapparel.itemorder.com to check out all
of the great ways to show your ICS Pride and support our school. The Web Store will be available for
orders until Wednesday, September 20th. Flyers will be going home next week. Also posted on the
Parents and Friends site as well.
NEWS YOU NEED TO KNOW---Father-Son Fishing MOVED to Sunday 10/22 3-5PM.
JAMES AND THE GIANT PEACH Our 11th annual school musical sponsored by the ICS Builders
Club and underwritten by the Dorothy Weinel Eppinger Foundation will be Thursday October 12th
through Sunday October 15th. Please mark your calendars. Cast of 52!
THE SPORTING NEWS…
THE GIBAULT basketball team is sponsoring a benefit camp (proceeds will go to Catholic
Relief Services) on Sunday evenings, Sept 24-Oct 15, for 5-8 grade boys & girls. More details and
registration info can be found in the attached flyer.
ICS Fathers Club The 2017 ICS Golf Tournament is officially sold out!! We are taking $100 business
& $50 family sponsors. Email us at icsfathers@gmail.com to sponsor the event. Thank you to
everyone for playing and sponsoring this event. Devin Dalpoas
Bill Schmidt Golf Outing Sunday, Sept. 24, 2017 1 pm shotgun start Benefit Gibault and
Waterloo High School Bill was grandpa to the Ungers (Craig is GM of Memphis Redbirds who ended
41 games over .500) and a fishing buddy to Whitey Herzog. Good guy. Great memories!
CHILD PROTECTION REFRESHER COURSE Once you have taken the initial course, you have to
take a refresher each year to volunteer, work here, go “field-tripping”, be around youth. Cut and
paste and follow the directions please. We would love to get the whole parish to do this by the end of
September. https://safeandsacred-diobelle.org/login/index.php
Martha or Mary? IC Council of Catholic Women on September 13 Maria Rodgers O'Rourke will be
speaking on what we can learn about discipleship from the examples of Martha and Mary in the
Gospels. Maria's bio: Maria Rodgers O’Rourke has over 25 years of experience in nonprofit
communications and marketing, and is also a freelance writer, blogger, and speaker. In her retreats,
workshops, and writing, she blends wisdom, humor, and down-to-earth spirituality. Maria has served
the church at the national and diocesan levels in pastoral services, family life, and lay spirituality. She
is a graduate of the Catholic University of America and holds a Master’s Degree in Pastoral Studies
from Loyola University, New Orleans. A native of St. Louis, she’s been married to husband Steve
O’Rourke of Microgrid Energy for 25 years and has two daughters.
Place: Garden Level of Immaculate Conception Church
Date: Wednesday, September 13

Time: 6:30 - 9pm
Comparing high schools? Our innovative schedule and electronic curriculum will get your 7th or
8th grader excited about high school! Schedule your student’s date to shadow a Gibault Catholic
student for a full day of class by contacting Pat Herzing (pherzing@gibaulthawks.com). Gibault
Catholic is looking forward to meeting your child! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter (@GibaultCatholic)
and Instagram (#gibaultproud) for more information.
FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT Friday, September 29th starting at 6:30 pm "THE BOSS BABY". We
will have free popcorn and drinks available. If you would like, please bring comfortable chairs, bean
bags and/or sleeping bags. If you have any questions, contact Nick Matrisotto at (314) 609-7092 or
Katie Hart at (618) 973-0828. KEEPING WITH THE SEPTEMBER THEME OF CHARITY---PLEASE
ATTEND AND DONATE NEWBORN ITEMS FOR BIRTHRIGHT STL: ONESIES & SLEEPERS (0-3
MONTHS), DIAPERS (SIZE 1 & 2), WIPES, NEW BLANKETS & BOTTLES.
OUR CONDOLENCES Delores Ann Deeke, mother of Fr. Von Deeke who did his deaconate here,
has passed away at age 95 and was laid to rest this morning. May she rest in peace and her family
feel God’s consolation from all who knew her and the Church community.
PRAYERS for





Heather Hughes She is still in ICU and really needs our prayers.
Dennis Kish is doing better every day after a valve replacement and 3 by-passes.
Donna Kania Archambault has had a relapse and is back in intensive care. More prayers needed for
this great lady.
Barbara Thompson made it to our picnic! So good seeing you!

PAT ROW The SPPCS guidance counselor and good friend Pat Row was caught in an accident
with her garage door closing on her this past weekend. She had severe injuries and needs our
prayers. Thanks!
Josh Ritter is doing well right now and Mom said we can take him off the prayer list. He still has
tumors but they are small and not growing. Thanks be to God!
PRAYERS: Special Intention Pat Row, Heather Hughes, Barbara Thompson, George Perry, Pat
Huels, Pearl Mueller, Dennis Kish, Donna Kania Archambault, Dan Whelan, Kaylee Fogarty, Larry
Pelker, Danielle Barnett, Brandon Martin, Joe Schmid, Susan Adams, Laurie Austin, Joyce Rose,
Donna Barton, Lydia Boyer, Alicia Cohen, Jan Habermehl, Denise Conner, Kenny Hamontree, Susie
Kish Settle, Rachel Warden, Bill Kesler, Dan Borisuk, Lauren Foran, Rich Cullen, Jessica Stemler
Barcik, Stella Moll, Gertrude Scherrer, Henry Scott Dabbs, Carolyn Baker, Scott Schaefer, Katy
Basinski, Chrissy Hoeflinger, Barbara Buchheit, Angie Rose, Ken Bolton, Nick Carron, Roy Lansing,
Sis Blaes, Marcella Heinrichs, Florence Dorshorst, Bill Pennock, Pat Weber, Vince Webb, George
Stein, Desiree Frasure
Gospel MT 18:15-20
Jesus said to his disciples: "If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault between you
and him alone. If he listens to you, you have won over your brother. If he does not listen, take one or
two others along with you, so that 'every fact may be established on the testimony of two or three
witnesses. If he refuses to listen to them, tell the church. If he refuses to listen even to the church,
then treat him as you would a Gentile or a tax collector.”
WOW! This is a hard preach! So…to the experts..Fr. Richard Rohr OFM
Not all criticism is blind negativity. Healthy critique offers hope and vision when we own our

complicity in the problem. People who love something have earned the right to make it better and
keep it true to its deepest vision. We must first recognize that God has something to teach us
personally, not just the group or institution. The way through is always much more difficult than
the way around. Cheap religion gives us the way around, avoiding darkness. True religion gives us
the way through, stepping right into the mystery. Darkness is sacred ground. The God who calls us
into darkness will also sustain us and lead us through it. “God . . . brings the dead to life and calls
into being what does not yet exist” (Romans 4:17). Resurrection is the one and only pattern.
And… Fr. Anthony Wieck, S.J.
Perhaps one of the hardest things we have to do in this life is "fraternal correction." Scripture speaks
of its importance. Jesus exhorts us to it in this Sunday's Gospel. Certainly we would prefer to follow
the world's mantras: "Don't judge the actions of another" and "Live and let live", for there is no
possible conflict that way... But Jesus instructs us otherwise, "Go and tell [your brother] his fault." (Mt
18:15)
St. Ignatius, at the beginning of his Spiritual Exercises, adds some important qualifiers to balanced
fraternal correction. In what he calls the Presupposition, he writes,
"...Let it be presupposed that every good Christian is to be more ready to save his neighbor's
proposition than to condemn it. If he cannot save it, let him inquire how he means it; and if he means
it badly, let him correct him with charity. If that is not enough, let him seek all the suitable means to
bring him to mean it well, and save himself."
Correction does need to happen, for the love we have toward others. But we must avoid a simple
condemnation of the words or opinions of others. Instead we should search carefully for the inner
truth of their statement or expression, and hold on to that truth, and help them discard the rest. If we
can't find some truth to hold on to, we are to ask what they intend by it. Give them an explanatory
chance! And if they are still holding on to something in error, we are to correct them, but always and
only in charity. This will lead them gently towards the truth that we ourselves are trying to follow.
From Social Studies Class/Religion;… Freedom of Speech is often used as an excuse to be racist,
sexist, bigoted, and just plain inappropriate. We never have a “right” to do a wrong thing. Wrong is
wrong. We are human. We don’t have to “like one another”, just “love one another”. And that means
respecting our differences and our right to disagree and still stay within the right way.
From where I sit I often have to “correct” students, teachers, others, myself. I don’t have all the
answers. Sometimes, when we know why we do what we do, say in liturgy, or rules, we understand
and self-correct. Or if we share the one ball at recess with others, we all have fun---our fun is
magnified. Sometimes we have to call each other out. Sometimes I have to be called out that I hurt
feelings and am misinterpreted. Back when I was a “baby Principal”, one of the first things I learned,
according to Walt Disney, was that 95% of all problems were communications problems. So sending
generic emails to all when one is messing up, snarky comments on Facebook, or a letter to the Office
of Education would be better served if we confronted issues directly. I often tell teachers that the 6
page email they received from a parent might be solved faster with a phone call or a sit-down. An 8
page justification or explanation reply can keep it going on and on like a thank you for the thank you
for the thank you that I sometimes get caught up in.
So…come and hear Jesus talk to you in Scripture this weekend and know that “where two or three
are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them."

Mike Kish

Principal
PS CHILDREN’S CHOIR IS ON HOLD FOR NOW. We will let you know when it will start.
PS Grandparent Day Mass is September 13 for Grades 2-3-4. Mrs. Meyer and Mrs. Diewald are
chairing for us. Invitations are out!
PS Beginning Speech Team will start soon for all who have not yet competed in the Diocese.
Thanks to Sam Watters for coaching!
PS Thanks to Teresa Dorshorst for serving as our Legislative Action Person for our school and the
Illinois Catholic Conference and State legislature!
PS Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary We are God’s---and we have a heritage trail all the way
back to her which we may not be able to trace but know it is there

One of life’s little paybacks when you are a teacher is the little love notes
you find on your desk! BTW…no reference to the Disney movie!
Reminds me of the student who asked his teacher for a “bones” one
time!

