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June 19, 2020      Bienvenido el parochia!    V. 46  #51 

   

Dear Parents, Guardians, and Friends, 
 

 
 
And my Dad said… 
Work hard, play hard, and pray hard… 
You better go home now…(after he clutched the tractor-I fell off with the wheel against my stomach) 
I never hold a grudge---but that so and so… 
Life’s great if you don’t weaken… 
 

mailto:mkish@icsmail.org


The greatest hunger we all have, according to Fr. Ron Rolheiser, is 'father hunger".  We want to 
be recognized by our Dads.  And it is the same longing for God the Father as St. Augustine 
taught us.   
 
The greatest thing a Dad can do is to love our Mother.  It is also a good time to bless our 
spiritual fathers and all the men who step in and become our fathers.   Let it be known far and 
wide across the land that on July 13 of 1947, a legend was born, Carl Emmett Scherrer! 
Blessings on our physical and spiritual Dads this weekend! 

 
From Cardinal Cupich on June 8: 
Students in Roman Catholic schools in the Archdiocese of Chicago, who have been at home 
since mid-March because of the coronavirus outbreak, will return to classrooms this fall, 
Cardinal Blase Cupich announced in a video released late Monday June 8. 
The school system, which had about 71,000 students enrolled this year, announced March 13 it 
was closing because of the coronavirus and switching to online instruction. Most Catholic 
schools in the archdiocese, which covers Cook and Lake counties, already have finished their 
school year, having never resumed in-person classes. 
“Have no doubt that we will employ measures that keep the safety of your children the priority,” 
Cardinal Cupich said in the video. 
School officials will regularly clean and disinfect high contact areas, use of Plexiglas barriers in 
common spaces, supply sanitizer and personal protection equipment, and conduct temperature 
checks on anyone exhibiting COVID-19 symptoms. 

  
“Our decision to aggressively plan for reopening our schools this year is based on the value we 
place on face-to-face instruction and the community learning environment that has distinguished 
Catholic school education over the years,” Cupich said. 
Remote learning also will be available for students… 

 
SCHOOL REOPENING PLAN:   The Diocese is working on a template for reopening of 
school. We are planning our return.   Paramount attention to: 

1. Health and Safety 
2. Space/Physical distancing 
3. Scheduling/Staff 
4. Extended Care 
5. Cohort Model 

 
The “price we pay to enjoy the benefits of one to one learning” will call for some 
major paradigm shifts in how we operate.  We are already understanding the 
importance of wearing masks, distancing, sanitizing, creative scheduling, improving our 
remote delivery of education, and working with compassion and empathy. 

In addition, outside education, lunch, specials, bussing, school drop-off/pick-up, field 
trips, HVAC, and positivity for staff and students are the details.  We are all going to 
have to work harder in a different way while delivering a quality education.  This is 
nowhere near sitting at the feet of the Master Teacher Jesus.  But God gave us freedom 
of choice, seeing the big picture, promoting the general welfare, and science, to be 
safer for all, especially the least amongst us.  While enjoying the fact that we are a 
private school, we need to do our best in working within the set guidelines.  The cohort 
model should be workable, though it impinges on delivery of instruction.  Students have 

https://www.chicagotribune.com/coronavirus/ct-coronavirus-chicago-catholic-schools-closed-20200313-lmjvxzrowve6tlxjbksaofvle4-story.html
https://www.chicagotribune.com/coronavirus/ct-coronavirus-chicago-catholic-schools-closed-20200313-lmjvxzrowve6tlxjbksaofvle4-story.html
https://o2canada.com/?utm_source=nativo&utm_medium=ppc&utm_campaign=ntv_214085&utm_term=11270&utm_content=ntv_214085_1376234_355403&ntv_a=xNcFAyIdDA5QQRA&ntv_oc=209&ntv_fpc=a784b3b7-40ea-418f-bda6-443775ade5d5&ntv_fr


all special classes coming to their classroom as much as possible.  COVID-19 has 
changed the nature of school permanently. Let’s work together to make it a change for 
the better.  Eventually, we can return to normalcy with our new and improved skills! 

SURVEYS  We have sent our results from students-teachers-parents to you in a 
separate email.  Thank you for the feedback.  This will be a great tool for improving our 
remote learning!  Along with this, Shari Murphy will be on the Diocesan best practices 
committee.  We look forward to the gain!  A big thank you to Board President Tammy 
Hoeflinger and Board member Jason Moore for the compilation and summary.  God 
will take care of us if we take care of each other and communication sure helps. 

 
REOPENING AT IMMACULATE CONCEPTION PARISH 

(June 9 - 28, 2020) 
         For the safety and well-being of everyone (including me), we will continue our 
“park and pray” Masses in our upper parking lot on Saturdays at 7 PM, and 
on Sundays at 7 AM. Everyone will be asked to remain in their vehicle and tune their 
radio to 90.1 FM for audio. Holy Communion will be given to the driver of each vehicle 
to be distributed to everyone else in the car – drivers, please wear a face mask when 
receiving Communion from the Eucharistic Minister. You may also want to bring a water 
bottle and sunglasses. Only the side door of the church will be open for emergency use 
of the family restroom. A collection basket and bulletins will be available at the entrance 
to the parking lot. No one who is feeling ill or who has a fever should attend. 
           We will continue to have our online Mass on Saturdays at 4 PM for those 
who are not able or ready to join us for the “park and pray” Masses. The 
dispensation from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass remains in place. 
           Our church will be open during the week for private prayer. Face masks and 
social distancing are required. 
Mon., Wed. & Fri. - 8 AM – 11 AM (Mass on Wed. at 8:05 AM, beginning June 17) 
Tues. 5 PM - 8 PM  -  Eucharistic Adoration 
Thurs. 5 PM – 8 PM (with confessions from 6 – 7 PM) 
Parish office hours: Mon. – Thurs.  8:30 AM – 12:30 PM (face masks required) 
                                                                                                           
CONGRATULATIONS!   
Ms. Sarah Gosma will be united in marriage with Mr. Matt Helfrich tomorrow!  
Congratulations and God’s blessings be on your holy union!   
 
A NEW YEAR COMING! 
ICS would like to officially welcome Ashley Wright to our Faculty as our new Third 
Grade Teacher.  Ashley is a 4th cousin to Orville and Wilbur so she should help us fly 
and we know her well as an ICS grad!  Natalie Dillon will be moving to upper grades to 
Tiffany Taylor's spot.  Tiffany Taylor  will be staying on as a part-time Staff Member 
concentrating her efforts on Upper Grade Resource, Remote Learning/Covid Come-
back, Children's Liturgy, School Re-opening, Curriculum, and administrative 
assignments.  This should be another major advantage for us to push forward during 
this tough time.  The face of education is going to change drastically and we will all be 
looking for help.  Tiffany is certified in Google Classroom and we need this on-staff 



expertise.  We also welcome the return of Jenny Neff to First Grade. She will start her 
7th year with us!   Alyse Conrad has taken a position at Whiteside in Belleville.   
 
Perfect Attendance 2019-2020:  Just plain showing up is a good start for anything!  

Another reason our school performs so well is our great attendance!  Congrats to: 

Addelyn Sander, Kathryn Hoeflinger, Gus Wachtel, Henry Gregozeski, Logan Cowger, 
Nora Hake,  Amelie Blaies, Alaina Ettling, Ethan Wilkerson, Sienna Gianino,  
Brooke Kroenig, Drew Boyd, Morgan Conrad, Tyler LoPorto, Isaac Thieret,  
Nicholas Holdener, Anna McGill, Taylor Rose, Xavier Voegele, Emma Ashton,  
Sam Bollone, Lillian Braun, Sophia Conrad, Drew Endraske, Maria Hake,  
Liam Johnson, Grant Tucker, Regan Kenner, Ryan Kroenig, Logan LoPorto,  
Riley McGill, Keeley Cooper, Sadie Metz, Emily Rose, Hailey Wilkerson, John Bollone, 
Brayden Hines, Ava Langhans, Audrey Randle, Ava Schmidt, Grace Barrett,  
Marisa McGill, Kyra Newton, Dustin Swindle, Lindsay Harget, Maddi Mauch 
 
Our Teachers averaged 3 sick and personal days for the first 3 quarters of the year. 

(They had perfect attendance 4th quarter!) Research says the teacher in the classroom 

is a major contributor to classroom success.  Attendance is so important! 

Do you own any Kendra Scott Jewelry? Wish you did? The Central West End 
location is offering us a great opportunity! They have given us 2 shopping days next 
week... choose in store or virtual! Everyone will receive 20% off their order AND 
Parents and Friends will receive another 20% cash back! Plus they are helping me 
with a new raffle for Bags and Bubbly 2020!  Thanks to Christy Hornacek! 
 

 
DEACON NICK FLEMING will be ordained to the priesthood on July 11.  Pray for him 
and Deacons Seipp and Schrage.  Deacon Nick’s address for now is 1028 Cypress 
Pointe Dr., Caseyville, IL   62223.   Have your kids send him a card and you too! 
 



 
 

Bishop Edward K. Braxton 

Invites you to view the Liturgy of Ordination of 

 

The Reverend Mr. Nicholas T. Fleming 

St. Clare of Assisi Parish in O’Fallon 

 

The Reverend Mr. Carl E. Schrage 

St. Lawrence Parish in Sandoval 

 

The Reverend Mr. Joel L. Seipp 

St. Clare of Assisi Parish in O’Fallon 

 

To the Order of Priesthood on  

Saturday, the Eleventh of July in the Year of Our Lord, 2020  

At 10:30 o’clock in the morning In the Cathedral of St. Peter 

 

During this Liturgy, our Priest Jubilarians will be honored. 

The Oil of Catechumens and the Oil of the Sick will be blessed. 

The Sacred Chrism will be consecrated. 

 

In order to provide for the health and safety of everyone during this pandemic, we regret that 

the number of people that can participate in the Cathedral must be limited. 

 

Therefore, the Mass will be livestreamed at:  www.cathedralbelle.org 

Please join me in praying for our candidates for Priesthood and our Jubilarians. 

 
 
Mark your calendar: Our new Bishop, Michael McGovern, who will be ordained and 
installed at our Cathedral on July 22, will have the 11:00 AM Sunday Mass here at 
Immaculate Conception on July 26! 
 
 
 
 
Lower Grade Art   Thanks for sharing Mrs. Fetcho!  Art is God smiling back at us! 

http://www.cathedralbelle.org/


                             
Will Sasser                                               Audrey Hohmeyer                                     Carmen Meyer        

 
 
 

            
 
Caroline Andres                 Caleb Cowger                                                  Brooke Hagedorn 
 

I had a proud moment this week thinking how Fr. Carl changed the school theme from 
The Good Shepherd to Open Wide Our Hearts from the Bishops Pastoral on Racism. 
This is a much needed "pivot" for us on his part.   Prophets never came to town to 
preach the safe stuff.  We just can't kick this can down the road any longer.  We cannot 
change the past but how we live in the present can shape our future.  And we recall the 
constant theme of the Campaign for Human Development that if you want peace, work 
for justice.  We cannot be afraid to shout out God's love to the world. 
 

JUNETEENTH is an unofficial American holiday celebrated annually on the 19th of 
June in the United States to commemorate Union Army General Gordon Granger's 
reading of federal orders in the city of Galveston, Texas, on 19 June 1865, proclaiming 
that all enslaved persons in the U.S. state of Texas were now free. ( Hard to believe it 
took 2 ½ months after Appomattox.)  1619 to 1776 to June 19, 1865 for all of us to be 
technically liberated. We are still getting over “in those times that’s how they operated.”  
We are designed and called to constantly change and get better. 

 
 



Jon Gordon of The Energy Bus:  DO ONE THING! 

Have you noticed a lot more fighting and dividing happening on people's social media 

pages the last few weeks? I've seen friends, neighbors and families debating each other 

and becoming divided about politics, COVID-19 and racial issues.  

When I wrote that we need to have a conversation about race two weeks ago, I didn't 

mean on Facebook or Twitter. We need real conversations where we can talk, listen 

and explore the depths of the issues and the experiences that drive each person's 

perspective and narrative. 

Instead of meaningful dialogue, people are responding back and forth with negative 

comments. They are angry and looking for someone to engage and unleash their anger 

on. Too many are talking, instead of listening. Too many are looking for a fight instead 

of finding ways to unite. Too many are contributing to the noise pollution instead of 

being part of the solution.  

St. Anthony of Padua said, "Actions speak louder than words; let your words teach and 

your actions speak. We are full of words but empty of actions." 

The truth is, no one ever changed the world by arguing on social media. We need less 

words and more action!  

I realize that you may not know where to start. When you dive into the issues, they are 

very complex and there is a lot to do. With all the layers to the predicament we are 

facing today it can feel overwhelming. It can make you feel powerless, so you don't do 

anything. But we can all do something and if we all do one thing to contribute to the 

solution, we can accomplish a lot.  

So, here's the deal. Find your "one thing" that you can do to contribute to the solution. I 

don't know what your one thing should be. But I do know it feels a lot better to act and 

see change, than argue about it online. 

Imagine if millions of people picked one thing to make a difference.  

Imagine everyone being part of the solution.   

This is how we will change the world for better!        -Jon Gordon 

 

  
 
 
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016OWLvZWlEcmDkYf7HIOL_wvvUI2WdvN55ooT4tJ7D0AoM5qadm4SZjEYYI_sIjQGZjAVmJTLjmCuehT52mJsga3VZ5c9S2nAH91zbpsyuRFbA3_21pSdDeSo5F9g-fjEk2VOpDw5lcEDE4gyXKxAbCCZL_kSwqoVI-VfmKEz6n8ztuQgsT6k3Q==&c=cRAxRE4Vew5hpM0ODyeW9jKRovLbmmSUKCFCHDXsZ-s2xVltXJhZwg==&ch=9o-q7_ao-9XkeH7NgGLRGUxjC7WTY5VGVU1LLEqoY2cYEqvFqQL2pg==


 
Lost and Found is seeking a new home---yours or St. Vincent De Paul.  If you recognize, drop the office 
an email.  Backpack found in locker room.  Something valuable inside.  Identify and pick up. 

 
FIRST EUCHARIST  July 25 at 5:00 Mass 

CONFIRMATION   August 2 at 11:00 Mass 

GRADUATION  Tuesday, August 4 at 7:00 or virtual in Church-live-streamed. 

Awards Night(dance?)  Friday, August 7, 7:00 Grades 5-8.   

    Lower grades during school the first week. 

MAJOR FIELD TRIPS  to be re-scheduled if permitted within Covid guidelines 

 
ATHLETICS:  New tradition adjustments from Tuesday nights School Board meeting: 

 

1  The Msgr. Holtgrave Award will be retired after the 2019-2020 season.  It was 

created in 1961 to honor the most valuable player(s) on the varsity grade boys’ 

basketball team.  In 1979, with the start of the girls’ program, it was presented to the 

girls’ most valuable player(s).  It was a single sport award.  

 

2   For 2020-2021, it will be replaced by the ICS All Sports Award to the boy(s) and 

girl(s) who participate in at least TWO sports at ICS.  Varsity coaches will nominate 

three players from their team in order of the player’s contributions to the team, 

consisting of physical talent, work ethic, cooperation, attendance, responsibility and 

Christian respect for all.  The award is not based on statistics and could be a 7th grader 

on a varsity team and won more than once. 

 

The top nominee from each coach and the Principal, Athletic Director/Soccer 

Coordinator jointly, will receive 3 points, second will receive 2 points and third 1 point.  

The player with the most total points, no matter what sports played, will be the honoree. 

 



3  Hall pictures: We will highlight parochial championships.  Junior Championships will 

be displayed till after the Class is out of high school.  Both will be saluted in the trophy 

case and on the Award Boards in the gym. 

 
ATHLETIC MEETINGS FOR 2020-21 School Year 
Coaches meeting for coaches of ALL sports at ICS will be held on Wednesday July 
15 from 6:30-7:30 or Sunday July 19 from 2-3.  These meetings will be in the Garden 
Level of the church. Please make sure you have taken the initial Child protection class 
and have all the other paperwork handed in. Child protection refresher will be available 
in August . If the necessary paperwork is not done, you are not allowed to coach. 
  
Parent meeting for parents of all athletes at ICS will be Sunday July 26 from 2-3pm, 
or Wednesday August 5 from 6:30-7:30pm in the Garden Level of the church. 
  
Soccer uniform distribution will be Sunday August 2 from 12:30-2 for grades 1-4, 
and 2-3:30 for grades 5-8 , and Sunday August 9 from 4:30-6 for grades 1-4, and 6-
7:30 grades 5-8.  This will be in the cafeteria.     
PLEASE HAVE PHYSICALS ON FILE AT SCHOOL AND ATHLETIC AND MAPLE 
GROVE FEES PAID. IF THIS IS NOT DONE, YOUR CHILD MAY NOT GET A 
UNIFORM. YOU CAN BRING IN PHYSICAL AND PAY FEES ON UNIFORM PICK UP 
DATES. Kindergarten uniforms will be decided upon and given out at school.   

PRAYERS:  Special Intention Karen Hornacek, Seth Watters, Patricia Whelan, Glyn Raeber, 
Danielle Dorlac, Seth Conner, Mike Drone, Lindsay  White, George Perry,  Geraldine McCoy, 
Kathy Neal, Logan Eichenseer, Marian Wickersham, Ashley Burris, Tom Keeven Sr., Ed 
Schaefer, Dan Hoeflinger, Libby LoPorto, Tom Giovanni, Dion Scherr Miller, Donna Kania, 
Owen Jordan, Anthony Hendricks, Mark Fiore, Shawn Eichoff, Charlie Stockes,  Angela 
Roepke, Jan Hoffmann, Bill West, Jennifer Nesser, Tom Kish, Patti Rottler, Mike Taylor 
 
FEAR   Forget Everything End Run?  Or False Emotions Appearing Real?  Jeremiah the 
prophet takes it on this weekend and Jesus reminds us to not be afraid.  The world is full of 
troubles.  Do we come to Church to run away from them or to confront them?  Our God is 
relational.  That means we can’t be afraid to have conversations which just might give us facts 
we didn’t know and change our opinions.  One of my many blessings from our trip to the 
National Civil Rights Museum in Memphis was a parent coming to me afterward and thanking 
me for changing his opinion.  When Fr. Steve Humphrey told me this field trip was a must, I 
didn’t believe him till he took me there.  We have to be vigilant but we don’t have to fear.  Come 
and Park and Pray  at 7 on Saturday night or 7 on Sunday morning or watch our virtual Mass 
and hear Fr. Carl and Fr. Gary break open The Word! 
 
Happy Father’s Day Dad!   Loved you then, love you still, always have, always will! 
 

Mike Kish 
Principal 
 
                      


