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Celebrating 167 years of Mission, Community, Service. 

The mission of Immaculate Conception School is to provide experiences to inspire, 
challenge, and nurture 

 the mind, body, and spirit of our students within the framework of the Gospel of Jesus Christ  
and the tradition of the Catholic Church.   

April 23,  2021     Bienvenido el parochia!   V. 46  #36 

                                                                   
8 Beatitudes--ICTHUS   175 years strong  USCCB Pastoral 

Dear Parents, Guardians, and Friends, 

                  
 

Fr. Carl, Fr. Eric Wagner, C.R., Fr. Gary Hogan, C.R., Fr. Nick   Fr. Gary’s cancer is progressing at a fast 
pace.  Please pray for him.   
Prayer of Peace for Fr. Gary 

Jesus, Prince of Peace, we pray urgently for Your peaceful touch on Fr. Gary.  

His mind has been anxious and his body tired from terminal cancer.  

Please replace these ungodly feelings and bring him unwavering peace. 

May he find comfort streaming through his body and mind.  

May he feel peaceful as he tackles the challenges and fears of today.  

As he approaches the day where he meets You and finds the joys of the Resurrection, 

please center his entire heart in a peaceful place.  

We ask this so confidently, in the goodness of the Resurrection.  

In Your compassionate and holy name, Amen. 

mailto:mkish@icsmail.org


Today we said a Rosary for Fr. Gary Hogan, C.R.   During the Rosary, a butterfly 
hatched in PreK.  The Class named the butterfly Fr. Gary! 
Thanks for helping us with the Rosary for Fr. Gary:  Mrs. Whelan, Mr. Gilbreth, Grade 5, Grant 
Monheiser, Kate Adams, Audrey Randle Claire Barbour, Sadie Loless, Ava Schmidt, and 
Michael Wessel.  The youtube of the rosary will be at www.icscolumbia.org after 5:00 pm.  
Special thanks to Grant Monheiser and Mr. Gilbreth for production!  Sometimes, all we have is 
prayer, our hope in the Resurrection, and each other.  God be with Fr. Gary.   
 
THESE ARE EXCITING TIMES FOR OUR PARISH AND SCHOOL!  Please step up and lead 
the way for us.  Alone we go fast but together we go far! 

 
The ICS Scholastic Bowl team competed in a Regional Tourney through an on-line system 
called QUnlimited. The weekend tourney consisted of 8 teams from other states like, Maine, 
Iowa and Missouri. ICS won all three matches in the preliminary round. 

Semifinal - ICS 220 - Golden Meadow(ME) 215   
Round three ICS - 195, St. Mary (MO) 110 
ICS 170 - Drexel (IA) – 150    

 In the championship round, we opened with a bye, then moved into the semifinal. ICS won the 
match on the last question with a score of 220-215. 
In the championship game we played Drexel. The teams were tied going into the last question. 
Luckily the last question was about the Protestant Reformation which we answered correctly for 
the win. ICS is invited to play in a national level tourney put on by QUnlimited. Team: 
Owen Haney, Avery Herrmann, Will Jansen, Sadie Loless, Grant Monheiser, Brady Moore. 

 
2021 ICS History Bee Champions  No regionals or nationals this year due to Covid so 
we held our own! Congratulations to:  
8th Grade: Winner - Brady Moore  Runner Up - Henry Schulte 
7th Grade: Winner - Charlie Hake  Runner Up- Paul Ott 
6th Grade: Winner - Sophia Kienzle  Runner Up - Aiden Berdeaux  

http://www.icscolumbia.org/


2021 ICS Geography Bee Champion  Congratulations to Jack Thieret, a seventh grader, for 

becoming our Champ!  He was part of 15 semi-finalists comprising of eighth graders Grady 

Frierdich, Ava Langhans, Claire Barbour, Paul Smith, James Thebeau, Brady Moore, and Grant 

Monheiser and seventh graders Paul Ott, Anna Videmschek, Riley McGill, Karina Jerkatis, 

Cailynn Mueth, Keegan Thompson, and Genevieve Nadjiejko and Congratulations to all for 

being in the top 15!   

      
 
MEMPHIS ’21  Our 23rd Class visited Memphis on April 19.  Thanks to Catie Taylor for 
the prep and Dan Kassebaum, Fr. Nick, and our chaperons Kristi Moore, Shannon 
Haney, Adam Randle, Trish Adams, Kevin Schmidt, Victoria Rose, Tammy Mitchell- 
Hines, Katie Hrdlicka, Priscilla Wilkerson, Beth Dill, Shelly Monheiser, and Jeanne 
Schulte-Mohr.   Ask the Class about Nathan Bedford Forrest and Sr. Thea Bowman and 
“Bloody Pass”---the road from Jerusalem to Jericho.  And THE POWER OF ONE!  Fr. 
Nick led a great prayer service at the grave of Servant of God Sr. Thea Bowman.  “She 
tried” is her epitaph. 

                      

EARTH DAY  I sang  Happy Earthday at the end of our all-school Mass 

yesterday.  Freddy came into the office and said “you made me cry this 

much!”  I told him his finger touched my heart!  Thanks Freddy for 

reminding me why this is the best job in the world! 

 

THE FATHERS CLUB  Needs donations for our Barrel of Booze raffle for 

the Zac Epplin Golf Tournament.  If you can donate a bottle (or two or three!!!) of liquor 

or wine, please drop it off at the school office.  You can also contact Bob Wachtel at 

618-531-9169 and he’ll come pick it up.  We’ll be collecting donations through Tuesday 

April 27.   Thank you!!!! 



Parents and Friends is hosting a 5K on May 7th.   Today is the last day to register 

and receive a T-shirt. We are very happy with the numbers we have registered so far! 

We would love to see a record breaking race for us.  Here is the link to register  

https://www.webscorer.com/register?raceid=235283 

Thanks to Priscilla Wilkerson and Jen Loporto for chairing!   Mrs. Whelan has students 

running during PE class for pledges.    Girls On The Run will join us this year as part of 

their celebration since there is no Run in St. Louis.  A sign-up genius will be out for 

volunteers.  Please join us in this fun event!  

 

GIVE STL DAY IS THURSDAY, MAY 6, 2021. 
 A 24 hour online campaign organized by the St. Louis Community Foundation to inspire 
philanthropy in the St. Louis area, this event has raised over $80,000 for Immaculate 
Conception. 

All funds raised during Immaculate Conception’s 2021 Give STL Day Campaign will be 
used to complete the sound and lighting for the CEAC stage and purchase much 
needed Chromebooks and tablets for our students at Immaculate Conception (IC). 

We have secured a guaranteed match of $10,000 from Parents and Friends, $3,000 

from an anonymous generous donor, and $1,500 from our Parish Council of Catholic 

Women which maximize your gifts dollar for dollar. Please help us reach our full match 

by visiting the Give STL website and making a donation - https://www.givestlday.org/IC 

IC has designated 6:00 a.m. to 7:00 a.m. as the “Power Hour” of giving. If you log in and 

donate during our "Power Hour," we can maximize our dollars with matches from 

corporate sponsors making every dollar you contribute worth more. During this “Power 

Hour,” we can earn up to 50 cents on every dollar donated to IC! There is also a $1,000 

prize for the most individual donations (counted as individual email addresses) in the 

hour. We have won this prize for the past four years. Let’s do it again! 

If you have a child at ICS, for a minimum donation of $25 during the “Power Hour,” your 

child can participate in the jeans, crazy sock AND crazy hat day - date to be 

determined. If we reach our goal of $26,000 (match included) the kids will get an all 

school popsicle party! 

Thank you for your continued support of IC! 

Uniform Fitting Flyer for the 10% discount on the selected days listed on the flyers, 
May 6-8, as a reminder for your families.  They may come into the store to be fitted or if 
they are certain of their child’s size they are welcome to order on-line during those 
selected days and receive the discount with the coupon code listed.  The vendor 
inventories continue to remain slow to receive.  Please encourage your families to order 
early with this fitting discount promo. 
Catholic Supply 

https://www.webscorer.com/register?raceid=235283
https://www.givestlday.org/IC


PLEASE TAKE A MINUTE TO PURCHASE YOUR CHILD’S 2020-2021 YEARBOOK. This will 

be an exciting yearbook with lots of memories.    Please contact Katie Hart with any questions. 

Kathleen.hart@Hotmail.com     Please click the link to order your yearbook 

Order my yearbook   

CALENDAR: 

Tues. April 27: Graduation Picture Day:   
Fri. April 30   Zac Epplin Memorial Golf Tourney 
Sun. May 2-Fri. May 7   DC Trip --- Mass in Garden Level 
Thurs. May 6  Give StL Day---donate---even from DC! 
Fri. May 7  Open Wide Our Hearts 5k Run---4:00-8:00 
Mon. May 10 Parents and Friends meeting at Herbeck’s Lake 
Tues. May 11 May Crowning  1:50   

 May 13-16               Beauty and the Beast---BOOK FAIR  
 Thurs. May 13     Baccalaureate Mass for Class of 2021  

Fri. May 14          BC Covid Responsible  Mission Day  Arrangements coming 
Sunday, May 16       Band Concert 1:00    Musical at 3:00 or 3:30 TBD 
Mon. May 17   Mr. Kish Fun Day-aka Dum Dum Day-or be surprised day 
Tues. May 18      last day for Class of 2021, School Board 
Wed. May 19  Awards Day Gr. 1-7  
Thurs. May 20     Graduation/Awards  at 7:30 in Church, ltd. Seating-TBA  
Fri. May 21  Kindergarten Graduation 1:30, Last Day of School 
Wed. May 26   Bigger and Better Schools---Garden Level---Faculty/Staff  
Sun. June 13  Confirmation 1:00 and 4:00    

 
WOMEN’S A.C.T.S.  RETREAT  Mom needs a mental break from Covid.  Sign her up 
for May 20-May 23.  Make it a belated Mother’s Day gift.   She will love it!   Safety- what 
does it mean to you?  Handwashing?, Masks?, Social distancing?  How about the 
safety of Gods arms wrapped around you?  Think about this. How does that feel?  Trust 
that God has a plan for you.  We are here for purpose and it is up to each one of use to 
find our purpose and use the talents that God has bestowed on each one of us.  This 
upcoming Women’s retreat can help you take the time to contemplate your life...your 
Godly purpose.   
The next Women’s ACTS Retreat will be Thursday, May 20th through Sunday, May 

23rd, 2021, at the King’s House in Belleville, IL. This parish-based retreat offers the 

opportunity to renew your spirituality, to strengthen your faith, and to build and deepen 

lasting friendships throughout your parish community. Money back guarantee!!! 

Registration forms can be found online at http://www.icc-columbia-il.us/ HYPERLINK 

"http://www.icc-columbia-il.us/acts"acts   If you need further information on the retreat 

weekend, please contact one of the following: 

Director: Betsy Amoroso 618-570-5912   Co-Director:  Shanna Witges 618-669-7504 
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IT'S MUSICAL-IN-A-WEEK REGISTRATION TIME!  MaryBeth Babcock is looking 
forward to bringing The Actors' Attic Musical-in-a-Week Camps to the IC Activity Center! 
The fun begins June 11-18 with Frog & Toad KIDS for those going into Gr. 1-4. Middle 
school camp for Gr. 5-8 features Mathilda Jr., June 18-25. High school campers (Gr. 9-
13) will put on Willy Wonka Jr. June 25-July 2. Thanks to ICS for letting us "take the 
stage" this summer! See the attached form for all the details.  
Contact MaryBeth with questions at actorsattic@gmail.com or 618-719-1264. 

 

THE SPORTING NEWS… Track Results Coming!     

175th Anniversary Artifact of the Week:   
 
Holy Water Font from our Church on Main.  Probably from 
our 1946 Centennial.  Think of all the blessings these font 
gave our parish as we entered and exited our Church.  
Sacramentals help us to pray.   Angel of God, my Guardian 
dear, to whom God’s love, commits me here.  Ever this day 
be at my side, to light and guard,  to rule and guide.  Amen! 
 

GRADS IN THE NEWS: 

Illinois State Scholars 2021   Our Class of 2017 had 5 of 24 named Illinois 
State Scholars this year!  Congratulations! 
Columbia High School    Rose Sippel 

Gibault High School    Jacob Feldker Katherine Grawitch  

Andrew Harmon Reagan Herrmann 
 
Gibault Senior Volleyball Players  ended their incredible season.  The Lady Hawks 
finished with a 16-2 record and ranked FIRST in the state in Class 1A and 28th 
overall by Max Preps.  Congratulations to the seniors for proudly representing the 
Gibault Hawks: Zoe Swip (ICS '17) was one of the stars! 
 
Sr. Ann Fearday, ASC, former ICS teacher, has spent most of her life in Bolivia as a 

missionary.  Here is her joyful letter after regaining her health and returning: 

           
 

mailto:actorsattic@gmail.com


                        
 
Children’s Day in the Rural Area of Northern Bolivia      By A. Fearday, asc 

It was April 12 when we left at the crack of dawn in Betsy, our 20-year-old Toyoto Land Cruiser.  

With me were two companions, Gonzalo and Magda, as we set off for a four-day pastoral trip to 

the Camata, in the northern part of the department of La Paz, Bolivia.  I rode “shotgun” up front 

with Gonzalo who can only see out of one eye and hear out of one ear.  My job was to throw out 

bread along the way to the scrawny dogs who herd the llamas, alpacas and sheep and also to 

announce impending disaster—fallen rocks on the road, an animal about to dart out, a vehicle 

coming around a blind curve.  We did fine crossing the Altiplano, but as we got into the 

mountains and then dipped into the valley, the fog mixed with the rain clouds and our vision 

became even more compromised.  We trudged until 4PM, not stopping even to eat, so we could 

make the most of the daylight. 

Then right before our eyes appeared a mudslide.  Although we had actually heard it before we 

saw it.  The waterfall reaching up several thousand feet on the driver’s side, had washed away 

most of the road, leaving lots of muck which made it impossible to go any further.  A few more 

vehicles, including a bus, soon shared our fate.  Even with double traction, there was no way of 

getting around or through the debris.  My heart went out especially to the passengers of the bus.  

In this rural area, there is no electricity, no access to cell or internet, no hotels, restaurants, or 

stores and no one would be going anywhere for a day or two, except to backtrack.  

Fortunately for Magda, Gonzalo and I, we were fairly close to where we were going, so we 

turned around in the direction of Marumpampa, where Doña Marina invited us to limes, 

avocados and bananas from her trees, freshly ground coffee and hot cracked corn. 

The next day was Bolivian Children´s Day, a day the children anticipate almost as much as 

Christmas.  They bring their cups from home to school in anticipation of receiving hot chocolate.  

Doña Marina provided the hot chocolate and we of Salud Integral provided the cookies.  Each of 

the 40 children in the primary grades of Marumpampa also received school supplies.  In the 

rural area a pencil and notebook are highly treasured and not taken for granted.   

During the next three days, we also visited the schools in the rural communities of Camata, 

Tipuaya, Quiñuaya, Llallahuati, Millisí and Coasí where we continued to celebrate this event.  In 

most of these rural schools, the education goes to 4th or 5th grade and then for the most part, the 

children have finished their education.  The only communities that have a high school are 

Camata and Marumpampa.  Now however, Salud Integral has arranged for four of the best 

students to continue their studies at a university in La Paz.  In return they give eight hours of 

community service every week.   

Besides praying, playing and celebrating with the children, we also met with the adults.  We 

reflected on how we can be true to our vocation as Church, the Body of Christ, when a priest 

may come only about once or twice a year. 

Did I say I was glad to be back in Bolivia?  Yes, Indeed! 



GIBAULT CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL NEWS: 

*SUMMER GOLF CLASSIC   We hope you will be part of our 2021 Gibault Summer 
Classic!  This year’s event will be held on Friday, June 11, at Annbriar Golf Course.  For 
sponsorship information or player registration, 
visit www.GCHSgolfclassic.givesmart.com   
 

*Applications   for our Class of 2025 and transfer students are still being 

accepted.  Visit https://gibaulthawks.com/apply/.   Kelly Day at 939-3883 

or kday@gibaulthawks.com. 

*Enrollment News    We’re still enrolling the Class of 2025! For more 
information, contact Kelly Day at 939-3883 or kday@gibaulthawks.com. 
*Spring Musical    The Gibault Theater Department presents their annual musical, Little Women, April 22 

- 25.  Performances begin at 7 p.m. Thursday - Saturday and 2 p.m. on Sunday.  Ticketing and 

streaming information will be available soon.  Check the Gibault Facebook page for 
updates. 
 

 

ICCCW spring fundraiser. Women Spring 

Raffle. Ticket donation suggestions are 1for $1, 

6 for $5, 15 for $10. Call or email Kathy Ritter 

618-719-6819 or kritter1634@hotmail.com.  

Mail donation to ICC, c/o ICCCW, 411 Palmer 

Road, Columbia, IL 62236 

 

 

 

 

 
Doerr Family at the Annual Farm Blessing at the Haudrich Farm in Hecker. 
 

From  Bishop McGovern 

April 25, 2021 

Dear Friends, 

http://www.gchsgolfclassic.givesmart.com/
https://gibaulthawks.com/apply/
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May the peace of the Risen Christ be with you! 

On the Fourth Sunday of Easter, Jesus identifies himself as our Good Shepherd. “I am the good 

shepherd. I know my sheep and my sheep know me… for these sheep I will give my life.” (John 

10:11) We are grateful that our Risen Lord is a shepherd to each of us, that he knows us 

personally and is continually calling us by name, walking before us and guiding us to a deeper 

life with him.  

Fittingly today we pray for the good shepherds in our lives, both in the domestic Church 

(parents, grandparents, godparents) and in the larger community of the Church (bishops, priests, 

deacons and religious). We need shepherds to guide us, care for us, teach us and protect us. I am 

forever grateful for the shepherds of my early life; the care and generosity of my parents, the fine 

example of the priests who served at my home parish, and the Sisters of Mercy who taught in our 

parochial school.   

I encourage you to pray frequently for an increase of shepherds in the Church; asking God for 

generous young people to respond to the Lord’s call in becoming a priest, deacon, sister or 

brother. Our Office of Vocations, under the direction of Fr. Steven Beatty, will be implementing 

new initiatives in which we invite our youth to consider if God is calling them to serve in the 

priesthood or religious life. Please join me in praying daily for God to bless our efforts and for 

our youth to be inspired to serve the Lord joyfully. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Most Reverend Michael McGovern 

Bishop of Belleville 

 

Birthright Counseling St. Louis is celebrating our 50th year of serving women and 
babies!   Next up in our celebratory events, is our annual Run for Life and Learning with 
6k, mile and ¼ mile options.  Please consider a Youth Group, Team, or Club 
Sponsorship. Groups of 10 or more registrants receive a discounted registration of  
$20/person.  All registrants receive a Run for Life & Learning t-shirt. Donations and 
sponsorships enable Birthright STL clients who are financially stressed by an unplanned 
pregnancy to continue their education.  Funds raised in excess of scholarship and 
housing needs will be used to provide professional counseling and practical assistance 
to Birthright STL clients. 
 To register or donate, visit runsignup.com/run4lifeandlearning or 
email run4lifeandlearning@gmail.com for sponsorship opportunities or with any 
questions. 
 

Fr. Gary Gummersheimer fell last Friday night and is in the hospital.  Please keep our 

former parish administrator in your prayers.  

Savahna Scheibe’s husband's grandmother, Donna Mueller, needs our prayers after an 
ablation this week. Thank you! 
 

https://runsignup.com/run4lifeandlearning
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Dr. Heinz Rudolph died Saturday.  He was 93 and a survivor of Nazi Germany.  His 
son, Judge Heinz Rudolph, comes to us annually for Lincoln Day.  God's peace to him 
and his family. 
 
PRAYERS:  Special Intention  Fr. Gary Hogan, C.R., Donna Mueller, Payden Shultz, 
Fr. Gary Gummersheimer, John Gosma, Grace Bartz, Keith Hoeflinger, Kyrans Fleming,  
John Stonis, John Stoffel,  Randy Royer, Dan Schneider, Kathy Neal, Ruth Ann 
Mitchell, Donna Hoggard, Steve Patton, Elaine Schorb, Harley Greer, Pat Whelan, 
Velma Taylor, Steve Killy, Joan Prigge, Joanna Prigge Ellner, George Perry, Danielle 
Dorlac, Arlin Stechmesser, Karen Hornacek, Seth Watters, Glyn Raeber, Mike Drone, 
Geraldine McCoy, Logan Eichenseer,  Ed Schaefer, Libby LoPorto, Donna Kania, Owen 
Jordan, Anthony Hendricks, Shawn Eichoff, Charlie Stockes,  Jan Hoffmann, Bill West, 
Jennifer Nesser, Tom Kish, Patti Rottler, Mike Taylor  
 

Fourth SUNDAY OF EASTER   What is a good shepherd?  I have a ton of sheep 
stories from growing up on a “gently rolling hillside farm” where we needed sheep to 
keep pastures mowed that weren’t very tillable but would later become homesites 
(Pioneer Ridge).  Dad was a good shepherd.  Sheep are generally a nuisance, following 
you around for table scraps or grain or in need from a snakebite, or worms, or needing 
to be sheared or protected from a pack of wild dogs that killed over 29 of our flock over 
the years.  Birthing was the worst.  Always when it was cold.  Oftentimes at night. 
Sometimes only a hoof came out and we had to play OB and restart the birth or even 
perform a caesarian to save the lamb and butcher the ewe.   Farm life if full of life and 
death decisions and many were painful.  Jesus reference to the Good Shepherd is 
perfect.  And it is a reminder to us the WE are all good shepherds who have to help the 
flock.  Answer the call this weekend and come and learn how to be a good shepherd to 
your family, your friends, our parish, and the world! 

Mike Kish 

Principal 
 
PS   PARKING LOT SAFETY  Please remind our drivers and  students of all safety 
protocols on leaving school.  This could include being a back seat driver and extra set of 
eyes for drivers.  We cannot afford one injury!  Thanks! 
 
PS  George Floyd  Do not miss this teachable moment.  Justice is incomplete because 
George is dead.  No amount of money can make up for that.  But this is a small start.  
We have won several Teaching Tolerance awards for our attempts at social justice 
education.  Based out of the Southern Poverty Law Center, they had an “Aha moment” 
and have now changed their name to “Learning for Justice”.  We need to move beyond 
tolerating each other.  We need to move beyond putting up with each other and move to 
raising everyone up to our call to be brothers and sisters in Christ. 
 
 



14 QUOTES FOR CATHOLICS ON EARTH DAY  ‘LAUDATO SI’’ IS ABOUT SO MUCH 
MORE THAN RECYCLING. 

Laudato Si’ (On Care for Our Common Home) is often referred to as Pope Francis’ 
“environmental” encyclical. Indeed, the contribution Laudato Si’ makes to the church’s social 
doctrine is steeped in themes of sustainability and ecological justice, but that doesn’t mean that 
it is only about the environment. On the contrary, the way in which Laudato Si’ builds upon the 
existing social teachings of the church and is built upon by Pope Francis’ successive 
encyclical, Fratelli Tutti (On Fraternity and Social Friendship), demands that Catholics embrace 
integral ecology as a way of recognizing the interrelatedness of all things in God. 

The editors selected 14 quotes from U.S. Catholic articles that show the many ways Laudato 
Si’ informs how we care for God’s creation. 

On care for people who are poor    “Catholics have this recognition that development and 
ecology aren’t separate. It’s not like if we care for the environment we somehow are not then 
giving our energies into issues of poverty: The two are interconnected. . . . The impact of climate 
change is almost always on the poorest of the poor. In this way theology, in addition to giving 
people of faith that motivation to do something about climate change, can also be a 
spokesperson on behalf of the most marginalized groups who are suffering the worst effects of 
climate change.” 

—Celia Deane-Drummond, “Caring for the Earth isn’t optional,” Expert Witness, July 2018. 

On conversion    “The stereotype for a long time has been that the ecological movement is a 
bunch of atheist tree-huggers. I think what Pope Francis is trying to say [by using the 
term ecological conversion] is that how you care for the interconnectedness of species is 
actually a mainstream part of Catholic tradition. He’s using a religious term to argue that part of 
what it means to be Catholic is to change how you’re viewing the Earth. Pope Francis uses pro-
life arguments in both their literal form and their broadest form to say that people are 
responsible not just for human species but also animal species. Catholics should be concerned 
about the Earth precisely because they are Catholic. It’s a way to positively insert religion into 
the environmental movement.” 

—Stacy Davis, “Changes of heart,” Expert Witness, June 2021. 

On economics    “In [Fratelli Tutti], his follow-up to Laudato Si’ published last October, the pope 
warned against treating ‘magic theories of ‘spillover’ or ‘trickle’ . . . as the only solution to 
societal problems.’ The idea that large tax cuts for the wealthiest will eventually prove a benefit 
to the rest of us has been an idée fixe for decades among affluenza victims and their servants in 
politics, media, and academics. The theory persists despite little evidence of real-world efficacy 
and, as the pope points out in Fratelli Tutti, ‘little appreciation . . . that the alleged ‘spillover’ does 
not resolve the inequality that gives rise to new forms of violence threatening the fabric of 
society.’” 

—Kevin Clarke, “Can Christian economics promote a trickle-up effect?” Margin Notes, March 
2021. 

On food    “After limiting the use of fossil fuels, reducing dietary dependence on animal 
agriculture is the second most effective method of preventing climate change and environmental 
degradation. That means that eating less meat is a significant way to live out the Catholic call to 
care for creation—in terms of both tilling and keeping the Earth and caring for the Earth’s most 
vulnerable communities. . . . For example, animal agriculture requires 18 times more land use 
than what is needed to produce the same amount of food for someone who maintains a vegan 
diet.” 

https://uscatholic.org/articles/201807/caring-for-the-earth-isnt-optional/
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—Stephanie Clary, “Can one person’s dietary decisions affect the common good?” Sounding 
Board, June 2020. 

On grief    “I have lived in places of great natural beauty—even places that appeared, to the 
naïve eye, mostly undisrupted. The Gulf Coast. The Blue Ridge Mountains. The northern coast 
of Michigan. But it isn’t easy to find natural beauty, or any scene that might inspire spontaneous 
praise or pastoral poetry, in my current home. Here I mostly find a landscape of mourning. But 
the terrain of grief is also worth writing about. It is becoming urgent, in fact, that writers tell this 
story of absence and loss.” 

—Jessica Mesman, “Ecowriting: A new way to cope with ecological grief,” Culture in Context, 
January 2020. 

On life    “What is really needed to save both the unborn and the planet is a spiritual conversion 
of hearts. Some legal scholars say it is unlikely that overturning Roe v. Wade will actually 
prevent abortions, since women who want one will find a way to get one, probably resulting in 
greater risks to the mother herself. Likewise, climate scientists conclude that unless we 
drastically reduce fossil-fuel emissions, the Earth will become a very different place and 
potentially uninhabitable. In other words, enforcing morality through legislation is insufficient to 
address the underlying need to respect life in all its forms. . . . How can we, as Christ’s earthly 
body, fully respond to this call to be defenders of both life and creation itself?” 

—Michael Wright, “Why I didn’t attend the 2020 March for Life,” February 2020. 

On mission    “What happened between Rerum Novarum in 1891 and Laudato Si’ in 2015 is 
the unfolding story of a step-by-step embrace of the gospel call to love, justice, peace, and 
mercy. It hasn’t been a perfect reckoning—uneven in passion, focus, and strategy—but it’s a 
reckoning nevertheless. It chronicles the rebirth of the language of discipleship in the Catholic 
lexicon. It is an effort to remember and reclaim the memory, legacy, and mission of lifesaving.” 

—Jack Jezreel, “To rescue a sinking church, think mission not membership,” September 2019. 

On nuclear weapons    “Francis is leading the church into a rejection not only of the use of 
these earth-cracking weapons, deplored since 1963’s Pacem in Terris (Peace on Earth), but 
also into new territory, enthusiastically aligning the Holy See with a worldwide movement to rid 
the earth of nuclear weapons and declaring the policy of deterrence no longer a qualified moral 
exception to its condemnation of the nuclear weapons regime.” 

—Kevin Clarke, “Where does the church stand on nuclear weapons?” September 2018. 

On racial justice    “In [Laudato Si’], Pope Francis talks about how everyone thinks that 
technology is progress and that industrialization is always moving us forward. He says we have 
to stop and talk about the downside to technological advancement. People of color understand 
that. They have borne the cost of technological production. We’ve borne it with the polluted land 
and waters. And the encyclical is the first really widespread document that talks about it. In our 
society, we treat those suffering because of climate change like throwaway people.” 

—Sylvia Hood Washington, “Climate justice is a matter of faith,” Expert Witness, March 2016. 

On redemption    “We haven’t made the animals and the natural world part of our narrative of 
salvation. We haven’t included them in what Christ has done. We know God created everything 
in the beginning, but then they disappear. Everything is all about us. So I started to write an 
ambitious book to get us to consider a whole new theology of redemption, starting from square 
one again and bringing in what’s crucial for the future of life on this planet. As I gave lectures on 
this idea, everywhere I went somebody inevitably said, ‘You’re really wrong about all this, 
because we’re saved by the cross, and Jesus died to save us from our sins.’ . . . This idea that 
salvation takes place through the cross to save us and forgive us from sins has a real grip on 
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our collective imagination. But this seriously reduces the meaning of redemption in the Hebrew 
Bible and New Testament.” 

—Elizabeth A. Johnson, “No one had to die for our sins,” Expert Witness, November 2018. 

On science    “I think Laudato Si’ opened the door to talking about science and faith in a new 
way. Pope Francis came right out and said, ‘We need science.’ I don’t know a lot about how 
previous popes talked about sciences, but Laudato Si’ was straightforward in calling for a 
dialogue between religion and science. It was set in language that people could understand. It 
wasn’t some Vatican tome in Latin. It was also significant because it cited research from the 
pontifical academies. They have certainly always been there and utilized in one way or another, 
but this was the first time the general public became aware of them.” 

—Dawn Nothwehr, “Is there space for science in seminaries? This professor says yes.” Expert 
Witness, May 2020. 

On technology    “Pope Francis writes presciently in Laudato Si’ that ‘technological products 
are not neutral’ but instead end up ‘shaping social possibilities along the lines dictated by the 
interests of certain powerful groups.’ He explains that decisions about technologies ‘are in 
reality decisions about the kind of society we want to build.’ . . . Well, ironically, what we need to 
pay attention to most is attention itself. Attention is not a flashy moral issue. In fact, we are apt 
to forget that attention names a moral act and a habit of acting that shapes pretty much 
everything else we do. Attention is the gateway choice that shapes all our other choices.” 

—David Cloutier, “In the war for your attention, keep your eyes on Jesus,” Culture in Context, 
February 2021. 

On urban planning    “Pope Francis talks about the innate tension between globalization and 
localization. He warns against a bland, abstract universalism and emphasizes the practical 
forms that connect us to one another at the local level. There’s this theme throughout his 
papacy on the dangers of enclosures, the dangers of walls. In urban planning there are lessons 
on whether we are thinking about the whole city when, for example, we’re making 
comprehensive plans for creating affordable housing. Or are we just thinking about some parts 
of the city? There’s an invitation in Fratelli Tutti to get really practical about what it means to 
build interconnection. Planning offers a resource to do that.” 

—Jamie Kralovec, “Urban planning is an inherently Catholic practice,” Expert Witness, May 
2021. 

On work    “Economists believe that people are motivated by money and work only because if 
we were not, we would starve. But the Catholic tradition understands that when we work, we act 
out our human nature, which is profoundly social, creative, and in the image of God. We grow in 
ways that are uniquely human: ‘creativity, planning for the future, developing our talents, living 
out our values, relating to others, giving glory to God,’ as Pope Francis says in Laudato Si’. The 
ultimate purpose of work is not to earn wages, keep ourselves busy, or even make ourselves 
useful to society, but to be the type of creature God made us to be: creative, active human 
beings collaborating with others.” 

—Kate Ward 
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