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Celebrating 167 years of Mission, Community, Service. 
The mission of Immaculate Conception School is to provide experiences to inspire, challenge, and nurture 

 the mind, body, and spirit of our students within the framework of the Gospel of Jesus Christ  
and the tradition of the Catholic Church.   

March 26, 2021     Bienvenido el parochia!   V. 46 #32 

                   
8 Beatitudes--ICTHUS   175 years strong  USCCB Pastoral 

 
Dear Parents, Guardians, and Friends, 
  

“LIVING STATIONS”  The Class of 2021 

have recorded it and turned it into a 22 

minute youtube.  We invite you to join us 

at 2:15 sharp in a spirit of community with 

this sacramental prayer.  Try to see Jesus 

in the face of the Class.  The goal of 

spiritualiity to to refelct back all the 

goodness of God within us to each other.  

Each Station of the Cross fits in to right 

now.  Every heartache we have is in the 

Stations including false condemnation, falling down three times, ridicule, needing 

sympathy, thirsting, being murdered with the very tools of the trade you learned from 

your father, a mother who lost her son too young, and not even having funding for a 

proper burial.  Please join us and watch the credits to be thankful for the Class and all 

who worked so hard to help us pray.  If you missed it, go www.icscolumbia.org and 

watch the recording!   Come walk with us!  Jesus, I believe in you! 

https://youtu.be/EE7hM9GFjPQ 

 

mailto:mkish@icsmail.org
http://www.icscolumbia.org/
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REGISTRATION  53 applicants for next year so far.  At this rate we will break 400 for 
which was our enrollment in 1965!  We are analyzing the numbers to meet our 
guidelines.  We are at optimum capacity in several grades.  Don’t delay registering your 
child who would be new to ICS!    www.icscolumbia.org 
 
FEAST OF THE ANNUNCIATION  We celebrated the Solemnity of the Annunciation 
March 25th.  “Hail Mary, full of grace!”     9 MONTHS TILL Christmas!   
 

INCLUSION Keegan told me he had chicken and rice for breakfast yesterday---my kind 
of man!  Here is an example of why inclusion can work.  “Let’s try it”. 

(Carol Potter is the best Principal in the Diocese). A St. Joe Olney mother’s testimonial: 

https://twenty-one-mom.blogspot.com/2021/03/twenty-

one11.html?fbclid=IwAR1RXV4VCpsGWhPAf7ITHtY65fqLccfR35XtXzAwH54g-ypugVYYwDylS5o&m=1 

MIINEHEALTH  from Diocesan Superintendent: 

Just a reminder that we are still under the same re-entry plans that we have been and 

should still be utilizing the Miinehealth platform for daily check-ins.  Based on the data in 

the system we seem to have gotten lax with this and we need to continue to require 

families to use the app.  I explained yesterday at the cabinet meeting that we were 

going to continue the successful approach we have used to this point.  It is not 

responsible to create the potential risk that changing course now would 

create.  Families and others are feeling more confident because of the vaccine which is 

fine, but experts are still advising to stay the course at this point.  Please know that I am 

not suggesting that we will still be in masks and taking temperatures in 2025 (just a little 

sarcasm), but I believe that erring on the side of caution makes the most sense at this 

point.  You have set an outstanding example of what is possible all year and we need to 

finish the year strong.  The 4th quarter is always difficult and I would suspect that this 

year will be no different and will likely have at least a couple of new problems to 

solve.  Hang in just a bit longer and we will collectively celebrate all of your hard work in 

the near future.  

 As always thanks for all you continue to do,      

 Jonathan Birdsong Ed.S., M.Ed 

Superintendent of Schools/Director of Education 

Office of Faith Formation 

Diocese of Belleville 

618-722-5053 jbirdsong@diobelle.org 
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PICTURE THE MUSIC   The Picture the Music Awards Ceremony is tomorrow, March 

27 at 10:30 am.  Sloan Wilson, Avery Melliere and Lucas Sheehan will be honored 

via Zoom.  Each finalist will be announced during the virtual event and this will be 

recorded by SLSO for those unable to attend.   ICS students were selected in the top 

100 finalists out of 300 entries from participating schools across Missouri and Illinois 

with 6000 plus students participating.  This ceremony would normally take place at 

Powell Symphony Hall and art would be displayed at different locations around St. Louis 

as a traveling art show.  Maybe in the future, but for now, it should be on the 

SLSO/picture website.  Congratulations Sloan, Avery, and Lucas, all our artists, and 

Mrs. Carol Fetcho for letting God smile through art! 

 
COVID update   We are reviewing our Plan and will be easing a few restrictions here 
where we can. ( i.e. social distance has been reduced)   After the Easter break, as 
things continue to hopefully improve, we will make some adjustments.  The big 
protocols will stay in place like temps and masks but we can tweak a few things as we 
so anxiously work to get back to B.C.(before covid) 

BOULDER IS OUR HOME.  ATLANTA IS OUR HOME.  SANDY HOOK IS OUR 
HOME.   Collective dignity and respect cannot be legislated. But we can do a better job 
with background checks and access to military grade weapons.   The Founding Fathers 
and the Second Amendment  could not have foreseen the technological advancements 
beyond single shot muskets and Kentucky long rifles.   When 4% of the world’s 
population controls 40% of the world’s firearms, we have to find a way to turn away from 
gun violence and save our people and save our police.  This farm-boy-inactive-hunter 
thinks we need  to find a way.  Sport shooting and hunting need to be protected.  And 
so do innocent people.  Pray but also teach that violence and hatred never solves 
problems.   
 
A tribute to Bobby Plager: 
 

  

 



          

2021 STEMfamily Virtual Camp sponsored by our Regional Office of Education. 

STEMfamily Camp is a FREE, virtual camp that offers hands-on experiments that are 

fun for the whole family to investigate. This summer's camp will be held on June 21-

25, 2021. STEMfamily will explore topics in biomimetics/robotics, chemistry, drug 

formulation, bioinformatics and mechanical engineering!  To sign up: 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd-

jFnaM4dzYIsBu_zkg1Jxe5WWlSlqgQGRyR6ZPZeJd0esZw/viewform?gxids=7628 

 

Also, new this year is the STEMfamily Camp Materials Supply Kit! Now, you have the 

option to purchase a kit for $50 + shipping ($19.95). Each kit will include materials 

you need to participate in camp!   I am working on a possible scholarship to cover 

the cost of these kits.  If you would like a scholarship on the kits, please 

contact Mrs. Epplin by Tuesday.  bepplin@icsmail.org 

Each kit will provide materials for one child. If you have multiple children in your 

family, we recommend buying a separate kit if your children are above 3rd grade. If 

your child is 2nd grade or lower, it would be best if the kids work together as a team.  
 

Please check out our Spring Spirit Wear 2021 store! Some exciting new items!  Get 

your orders in!  Show your school pride outside. (These are not in-house uniform items.  

Bling for outside!)  Thank you for your continued support! Thanks to Laura Oberkfell! 

https://icss2021.wswebstore.com/store 

 

THE YEAR OF ST. JOSEPH    Here is the link for the St. Joseph in Art presentation done by 

Monsignor John T. Myler, Rector of the Cathedral of St. Peter in the Diocese of 

Belleville https://youtu.be/ArcGdYDKQg8.   

          
IT'S MUSICAL-IN-A-WEEK REGISTRATION TIME!  MaryBeth Babcock is looking forward to 

bringing The Actors' Attic Musical-in-a-Week Camps to the IC Activity Center! The fun begins 

June 11-18 with Frog & Toad KIDS for those going into Gr. 1-4. Middle school camp for Gr. 5-8 

features Mathilda Jr., June 18-25. High school campers (Gr. 9-13) will put on Willy Wonka 

Jr. June 25-July 2. Thanks to ICS for letting us "take the stage" this summer! See the attached 

form for all the details.  

Contact MaryBeth with questions at actorsattic@gmail.com or 618-719-1264. 
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March  

3/28 Palm Sunday 

3/29 Report cards out. 
3/31 Holy Week---Easter break begins---plan your Church attendance: 

4/1  Holy Thursday 4/2  Good Friday 4/3  Easter Vigil  4/4 Easter Sunday 

4/5  Easter Monday for rest 

 

THE SPORTING NEWS… Zac Epplin Golf Tournament:  SOLD OUT. But you can 

still help us by being a sponsor or come for dinner. See the link below.  We greatly 

appreciate your continued support of this wonderful event.    

https://icsfathers.square.site/ 

WE ARE READY TO MAKE ANOTHER PAYMENT ON OUR CATHOLIC EDUCATION 

AND ACTIVITY CENTER DEBT.  We are in need of $3,300,000 in pledges and more 

donations to have our $20,000,000+ parish project paid off.  Here is our design for the 

recognition board.  We can get your name on this board.  “Where your treasure lies is 

where your heart will be”!  Thanks to all our benefactors, those still making their pledge 

payments, and those who will join us!  God is good!   Belonging is believing! 

 

175th Anniversary Artifact of the Week:  What a weekly letter used to look like---our 

first DC trip comments included! (Process---I wrote it on loose-leaf.  Mrs. Joyce Rose 

typed it.  I edited/added to it.  Mrs. Rose re-typed it.  And on to the mimeo to the oldest 

student in the family to save paper.)  “That deserves you right” was a mis-speak from 

one of the students on the trip.  It stuck.  We used the expression all year, along with 

“how much fruther is it?”  (About 5 mile) 

https://icsfathers.square.site/


 



Spring Prep   RK is offering 10% paid 

to our Church from today through 

March 27th.  We are on their list.  

Please mention us and let them tithe 

will sprucing up your yard! 

 

 

 

 

 

GIBAULT CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL NEWS 

SUMMER GOLF CLASSIC     Save the date for the 2021 Gibault Summer Classic on 
Friday, June 11, at Annbriar Golf Course.  We missed seeing you last year and hope 
you will join us for this year’s event! 
 

Live-Streamed Sports   Join the Hawks’ virtual fan 

club!  Visit http://bit.ly/GCHSYouTube for live game feed and videos of past live-

streams.  Keep checking our website for updated 

schedules:  https://gibaulthawks.com/events/category/sports/.  

Applications   for our Class of 2025 and transfer students are still being 

accepted.  Visit https://gibaulthawks.com/apply/. 

 

Spring Rummage Sale 

The Gibault Women’s Club is hosting their annual Spring Rummage Sale! This year’s 
sale will be in the GCHS gym lobby. Pre-sale is Friday, April 2, from 5 p.m. – 7 p.m. 
Pre-sale admission is $5.00.  The sale continues on Saturday from 8 a.m. to 1 
p.m.  Barbeque lunch available Saturday from 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. or until sold out. 
Donations for the sale can be dropped off at the gym lobby March 29 - April 1 from 3 
p.m. - 6 p.m. 
  
Plant Sale 
Our FFA students have a greenhouse full of plants – annuals, perennials, hanging 
baskets, vegetables, herbs, succulents, and so much more!  Their Spring Plant Sale 
begins April 6 and runs until all items are sold.  Sale hours: Weekdays from 3 p.m. – 5 
p.m. and Saturdays from 9 a.m. until noon.  Cash, check, credit cards, and Venmo QR 
are accepted.  We hope you will think of our FFA for all your garden needs this spring!  
See the flyer at the end. 
 

I READ A FEW YEARS AGO that more than 60% of Fortune 500 CEO’s came out of 

small colleges and universities.  Much of who I am came from going to small schools.  

ICS and then St. Henry’s Prep Seminary High School in Belleville (and another year of 

http://bit.ly/GCHSYouTube
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https://gibaulthawks.com/apply/


sem at St. Charles Borromeo in Lockport where I attended Lewis University).  In high 

school I played every sport except baseball(didn’t know I had 20/200 eyesight till I 

flunked my driver’s test and needed glasses), Roscoe Lindsay gave me my first voice 

lesson(he was a senior from Chicago and a blessed black man), stage manager, minor 

role actor in the plays, speech club star, dorm prefect my whole senior year, school 

barber, stage manager, graduated 31 of 42 in my Senior class(but was in the National 

Honor Society---smart classmates), and voted most likely to never understand what 

dynamics means in vocal music.  My freshman year of college my Saturday mornings 

were spent entertaining at nursing homes in Joliet as part of my “apostolic works” 

duties. I was also a DJ for WLCL Radio on the Saturday night 8:00-12:00 “We Three 

Show” with Dale Anderson and Jim Miller.  What I did gain in all this was confidence 

and never caring what people thought about me if I felt I was doing the right thing.  So I 

had the advantage of opportunity.  And yes, this is a major plug for Gibault Catholic 

High School, which I would have attended if I hadn’t gone to the seminary.  Like ICS, 

opportunity abounds there!  Trying new things helps us find who we really are.  Not 

caring what others think about you if you feel you are in the right goes a long way.  

There was a whole lot of “want to” in this boy and that’s why life has been so much fun.  

Having passion, taking risks, trying to find yourself,---all lifelong adventures. 

 

Fr. Richard Rohr, OFM   This is worth reading twice!   The Path of the Fall 

 In spirituality, there are basically two paths, what I’ve called the path of the fall and the path of 
the return. The path of return has been the message of the priestly class. True priests talk of 
religion, communion, love, transcendence, connecting this world with the next, and generally 
offering a coherent world of meaning. In contrast, the path of the fall is directed and legitimated 
by the prophets, who teach us how to go into our shadows creatively and how to lose gracefully. 
They teach us how to let go and let things fall apart without fear. 

The role of the prophet is to lead us on an individual and collective level through the necessary 
deconstruction of what I would call the false self. The prophet’s path is of descent and is never 
popular or easy. It is about letting go of illusion and toppling false gods. People usually like 
priests, which is why they are established and comfortable in almost all cultures, but the 
prophets are almost always killed. 

The prophets are disrupters of the social consensus. What everybody is saying, whatever the 
glib agreement is, prophets say, “it’s not true.” They do this primarily by exposing and toppling 
what the Hebrew Scriptures called idols, things that are made absolute that are not absolute. 
The tendency of religion is to absolutize. I’m sure it comes from a deep psychological need for 
some solid ground to stand on, but the prophets remind us that God is the only absolute. And 
don’t try to make the institutions of God absolutes either! Jeremiah said, “The Temple, the 
Temple, the Temple, don’t you get tired of talking about the Temple?” (see Jeremiah 7:4) This 
was a good Jewish man who surely loved the Temple but recognized that it, too, had become 
an idol. 



Through Jeremiah, God reminded them: “In speaking to your ancestors on the day I brought 
them out of the land of Egypt, I gave them no command concerning burnt offering or sacrifice [in 
the Temple]. This is rather what I commanded them: Listen to my voice; then I will be your God 
and you shall be my people. Walk exactly in the way I command you, so that you may prosper” 
(Jeremiah 7:22–23). 

I hope we can sympathize with the people of Israel who so often rejected their prophets. It’s 
scary whenever we’re offered a new synthesis or paradigm, especially for those who are heavily 
invested in the old. Opposition will rise, just as it rose around Jesus. People inside the status 
quo usually have much to lose. They don’t necessarily have ill will; it’s just that they’re living in 
the only world they’ve ever imagined. Perhaps my favorite understanding of prophets is that 
they’re lovers of spiritual freedom who keep humanity free for God and God free for humanity. It 
is harder than you think. 

Ms. Kailey Walker’s  family friend's son, Kyrans Fleming is having open heart surgery 
to fix a birth defect.  He is 11 years old.   Prayers please. 
 
Benjamin Parker, Mrs. Sarah Helfrich’s son, is having eye surgery today.  Please say a 
prayer for a successful surgery for his strabismus. 
 
Please add Jerry Baker, Ben(Robyn) Baker’s Dad to our prayer boards.  He is 
grandfather to Rina, Karis, and Arilyn.  Suffering is a part of life but sharing the burden 
through prayer and extra family love can ease it some.  Thanks! 
 
PRAYERS:  Special Intention  Jerry Baker, Kyrans Fleming, Benjamin Parker, JoAnn 
Swip, John Stonis, Gladys Williamson, John Stoffel,  Randy Royer, Dan Schneider, 
Kathy Neal, Ruth Ann Mitchell, Grace Bartz, Donna Hoggard, Steve Patton, Elaine 
Schorb, Fr. Gary Gummersheimer, Harley Greer, Pat Whelan, Velma Taylor, Steve 
Killy, Joan Prigge, Joanna Prigge Ellner, George Perry, Danielle Dorlac, Arlin 
Stechmesser, Karen Hornacek, Seth Watters, Glyn Raeber, Mike Drone, Geraldine 
McCoy, Logan Eichenseer,  Ed Schaefer, Libby LoPorto, Donna Kania, Owen Jordan, 
Anthony Hendricks, Shawn Eichoff, Charlie Stockes,  Jan Hoffmann, Bill West, Jennifer 
Nesser, Tom Kish, Patti Rottler, Mike Taylor   

PALM SUNDAY   Our hearts are restless till they rest in God---St. Augustine.  Have you 
ever had that moment when you felt you were “in the moment”---right time, right place, 
perfect event, perfect joy?  Maybe the moment the Blues won the Stanley Cub or Waino 
struck out the last batter to win the World Series, or the moment of the birth of a child?  
That moment you wish would never end?  Jesus had to have had that feeling coming 
triumphantly into Jerusalem on what we call Palm Sunday, for the people had laid 
branches in the street so the colt would not have to even touch the dusty ground.  Life is 
full of peaks and valleys.  Jesus is at the peak yet his restless heart knows what lies 
ahead for him and for Jerusalem.  Holy Week is a walk of our life.  A peak but mostly 
valleys to the point of death.   But if we wait 3 days, we will have the greatest peak of 
all---the Resurrection---our Resurrection.  Our restlessness will never go away but we 
ride the peaks and valleys and know how it all ends in the joy of new life!   Make it a 
“Holy” week!  Walk with Him! 



Mike Kish 

Principal 
 
 
PS KC fish fry April 2---Good Friday. 3:00---7:00  Good Friday is a Day of Fast and 
Abstinence.   
 
PS  Report cards out on the 29th.     
    
 

 


