
                                                                 Immaculate Conception School 
409 Palmer Rd. 

Columbia, Illinois 62236 
Michael L. Kish, Principal 

(618) 281-5353  mkish@icsmail.org  
Tammy Hoeflinger, School Board President  

    
 
 
 

Celebrating 167 years of Mission, Community, Service. 
The mission of Immaculate Conception School is to provide experiences to inspire, challenge, and nurture 

 the mind, body, and spirit of our students within the framework of the Gospel of Jesus Christ  
and the tradition of the Catholic Church.   

February 12, 2021     Bienvenido el parochia!   V. 46  #26 

                   
8 Beatitudes--ICTHUS   175 years strong  USCCB Pastoral 

Dear Parents, Guardians, and Friends, 
  
CATHOLIC SCHOOL Prayer of the Week  by Avery Herrmann (used with permission) 
 

Dear God, 
Thank you for life and the world that I see, 

My parents and siblings and those special to me. 
For giving me the necessities I need to live, 
And the love and mercy you always give. 

For a good education and a roof over my head, 
A happy home where I’m comfortable and fed. 
For giving me freedom to decide what is right, 
And your guidance to lead me to find my light. 

For giving me courage and faith in you, 
And always being there to see me through. 

For everything I have and am, and all that will be, 
And all of your wonders that surround me.    Amen. 

 
PARENTS AND FRIENDS  VIRTUAL ICS DINNER AUCTION FEBRUARY 20, 
2021!   "Lucky 21"   Ticket sales at Lucky21.givesmart.com - Wish 
List: https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2G7CTN9I0HQWW?ref_=wl_share) 

We are who we are because our Parents and Friends provide so much stewardship!  

Thanks to our Committee and all who donated and bidders! 

mailto:mkish@icsmail.org
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Abe Lincoln, St. Valentine, Bev’s Birthday, and Presidents 
Day---and they call this Ordinary Time?  So a day off on 
Monday is a very good thing! 
 
Possible snow next week:   We will use up the 3 remaining 
snow days first.  Thanks for your reply. 
 
Kelton sharing the love! 
 

SAFE AND SACRED  As part of the Diocese of Belleville Child Protection Component, 
our students take a class on personal safety, internet safety, being socially safe and 
setting boundaries.   Over the next two weeks students will take course provided by the 
Diocese and taught by Mrs. Tiffany Taylor.  Upon completion, a parent packet will be 
sent home for discussion and one page evaluation to be returned.   Please remember 
that parents are the first and best teachers and we know you want the best for your 
child.  Take this seriously please as we work together to take care of God’s little ones 
and prepare the child for the path, not the path for the child!  Thanks Mrs. Taylor! 
        
As a Full Stewardship Parish, we will practice stewardship as a corporate body on 
February 14 and donate 2% of last year’s Sunday collections to charities we do not 
already serve.  $37,340 will be sent to charities.  Watch for the parish app or an email 
for the link to vote your 10 shares per household to the charities you pick.  I would love 
to lobby for mine but I don’t have a license! 
 

This Sunday is a very exciting day for ICC! It is not only Valentine's Day, but 

our annual Stewardship of Charity voting day!  Below you will find the link to the 

Stewardship of Charity page on our website. Voting begins on Sunday.   

Each family gets 10 total votes - no one charity can receive more than 5 out of the 10 

total votes.   Paper ballots will also be available in the back of church at weekend mass 

and in the parish office.  Deadline for voting is Tuesday, February 16 at 4pm, online or 

by paper ballot submission to the parish office.  There will also be an envelope in back 

of church for completed ballots if someone wants to complete voting before leaving 

weekend mass.  If you have further questions, please contact Keith Huels at the Parish 

Office. Have a great weekend and Happy Valentine's Day! 

Stay safe and warm.     https://www.icc-columbia-il.us/stewardship-of-charity  

 

THE SPORTING NEWS…Volleyball is back!  Games start next week.  We will have traffic flow 

and Covid restrictions in place.  Watch for them and abide by them.  We hope to live stream our 

games.  Every school will have their own restrictions.  Our gym floor is taking a beating.  No one 

is to enter the gym though the side doors.  Come through the main office entrance carrying your 

tennis shoes and change them out to protect our floor.  We might need a parent helper for the 

coach to take temperatures and log in.  Thanks for pitching in so we can set it up Ace!  

KC FREE THROW CONTEST   We will try to hold this in-house during split screen in 
the next few weeks. 

https://www.icc-columbia-il.us/stewardship-of-charity


 
Lent starts with Ash Wednesday on 
February 17th this year.  The three pillars of 
Lent are Prayer, Fasting, and Alms  
giving.  To help with the pillar of prayer, the 
Discipleship Committee has, in recent years, 
distributed Prayer Cards during the Lenten 
season.  However, due to COVID-19 
considerations, the Committee has decided 

to have a Prayer Calendar this year rather than Prayer Cards.  The Calendar is 
available for viewing and printing on the ICC web site (https://www.icc-columbia-
il.us/ ).  Effective February 13, printed calendars can be picked up in the gathering 
space as you leave Masses.  We will also be making daily pushes from the Calendar 
through our parish app (To download, text ParishApp1 to 555888 for Apple phones; text 
ParishApp2 to 555888 for Android phones.). 
 
ASH WEDNESDAY  Due to Covid and to make space available, we will have our All-
School Mass at 1:45 on Ash Wednesday. Live-streamed.  Ashes will be brought to the 
classroom. Sprinkled. 8:05 a.m. will be live-streamed for the parish and there will be a 
7:00 Mass as well.  Don’t give up anything for Lent until you give in to God.   
Prayer-fasting-almsgiving.     
 
Don’t forget: St. Joseph Art Contest with the Diocese.   Winners will be on display in the 

Diocesan Pastoral Center!  St. Joseph, pray for us!  
 

FATHERS CLUB will meet Thursday February 18 at 7:30 in the Garden Level.  Safe 
Distance, Masks, and Laughter required!  Thanks to our Dads for constantly providing 
the behind–the-scenes tasks that make our operation run so smoothly. 
 

MAGAZINE DRIVE DAY  We will take orders online till Tuesday and then close this 

year down.  Sales after February 16 will go to next year. 

YOUNG AUTHORS TURN-IN date for the Spring Young Authors contest will be 
Wednesday, February 17th. This will be a dress down day for turning in a story.   
 
BIRTHRIGHT CHALLENGE:   50/50/50 Challenge!   Jan 1st – Feb 15th.  
Students, teachers, staff.  invited to participate.  Participants who collect $50 or more 

will be eligible for one raffle entry for a $25 Amazon gift card (1per school).  

Online   https://birthrightstl.org/50-50-50/   We appreciate your support!    $150 so far! 

 
Days to support DC funding.  March 5

th
 = Dr. Seuss Day to promote Reading 

 April 9
th
 = Hat day to promote “Thinking cap” & Father Carl’s favorite activity 

 May 7
th
 = Hawaiian Day to promote Goodwill, with all proceeds going to 8

th
 grade DC Trip. 

175th Anniversary Artifact of the Week:   

https://www.icc-columbia-il.us/
https://www.icc-columbia-il.us/
https://birthrightstl.org/50-50-50/


     When your Parish and School are named after 

our Blessed Mother, she ought to be eveyrwhere!  

And she is!   Here she is watching over our Office.  

This statue has graced many of our Rosary events 

in the gym over the years.  She used to grace the 

credenza outside the old office.  This statue came 

to us via Tom Herrmann and Bert Steppig who won 

a Knights of Columbus Catechism contest back in 

the 1950’s.  I specifically remember them going 

class room to class room showing her off---and 

were we proud! 

Mary, under the Title of the Immaculate Conception, 

pray for us! 

 

                                  

GIBAULT CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL NEWS… 

Host Families Needed   Gibault Catholic High School is seeking families with big 

hearts who are willing to share their homes with an international student for the 2021-

2022 school year. Contact Desiree Frasure at dfrasure.educatius@gmail.com or Becky 

Ramlose at bramlose@gibaulthawks.com or call us at 936-3883 to learn more about 

this exciting opportunity.  Gibault families can receive $1,000 off of tuition for becoming 

a host family. 

Live-Streamed Sports    Be part of the Hawks’ sports action with our live-streamed 

home games.  Visit http://bit.ly/GCHSYouTube for live game feed and videos of past 

live-streams.  Keep checking our website for updated 

schedules:  https://gibaulthawks.com/events/category/sports/.  We are #gibaultproud to 

have our virtual fans cheering us on!  

You’re Invited to Visit Gibault!   We invite you to learn more about life as a 

Hawk!  Shadow Visits are a great way for 7th - 8th graders and students from other high 

schools to spend a day on our campus.  Attend classes, eat lunch in our cafeteria, enjoy 

off mods, and meet teachers and coaches, all alongside a Student Ambassador!  

We also offer Private Tours for the entire family.  Tours allow the whole family to see 

our campus and ask our Director of Enrollment any questions you may have.  

  

To schedule a Shadow Visit or Private Tour, contact our Director of Enrollment,  

Kelly Day, at kday@gibaulthawks.com or 939-3883. 

 Applications   Applications for our Class of 2025 and transfer students are still being 

accepted.  Visit https://gibaulthawks.com/apply/. 

 

mailto:dfrasure.educatius@gmail.com
mailto:bramlose@gibaulthawks.com
http://bit.ly/GCHSYouTube
https://gibaulthawks.com/events/category/sports/
mailto:kday@gibaulthawks.com
https://gibaulthawks.com/apply/


Sr. Thea  Bowman Catholic School will hold a Virtual Auction this year from 

 March 10-13.  The Mega Raffle for $10,000 has already started.  Tickets: $100  Buy 1, 

Get 1 / Buy 2, Get 3 / Buy 3, Get 5     email Karen Waide at kwaide@srthea.org 

 
CONGRATULATIONS to Savannah(Lauren, Steve, 
Connor)Braun on new baby brother Austin!  Everybody 
needs a big sister and Austin chose a good one! 
 
THE BAPTISM PROJECT--- Get your coupon from Mrs. 
Epplin!  Savannah got her coupon today---2-15-2015! 
 

 

Welcome to Katie Cornish who will cover for Mrs. Tolan who is out  on medical leave.  
Katie has been a near permanent sub here  during our Covid times and has been a 
God-send with 7 years experience at SPPCS in Waterloo.  Jack in our Pre-School! 

          

Messenger Renewal Time:  If you get our 

bi-weekly Diocesan paper, you have a 

better chance of picking up The Word.  For 

many in the Catholic world, religious student 

ends after elementary school or high 

school.  If we are all going to be dead a lot 

longer than we are to be alive, we ought to 

keep studying and seeking our God for a 

lifetime.  My parents generation were the 

last who could muddle through life with 8th 

grade skills.  Be a life-long learner and 

include your God in that study.  You won’t 

be sorry!  Commentaries by Pope Francis, 

our Bishop Michael McGovern,  

 Fr. Ron Rolheiser, OMI, and Bishop Robert 

Barron.  Diocesan events!  You will also get 

a jump start on the weekend Scriptures! 
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BLACK HISTORY MONTH   Fr. Carl gave a great homily last week.  Here it is.  I 
shared it with our Faculty and Classes and the Diocese.   We are blessed to have 
priests who aren’t afraid to help us grow.  Open Wide Our Hearts! 
 
5th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle B: February 7, 2021 

  There will probably be many people watching football today who maybe only 

watch a football game once a year – on Super Bowl Sunday! As a public service for 

those who are not very familiar with football lingo, I’ll try to help.  You may hear in 

today’s game the term: “quarterback sneak” – refers to people who sneak out of Mass 

early; or the term “draw play” – which refers to what little children do during the homily; 

or the term “stay in the pocket” which refers to what happens when the church collection 

baskets get passed; or the term “Blitz,” which refers to the rush of people trying to get 

out the church doors as soon as the closing song begins! Now you’re ready to watch 

some football!! 

 In today’s bulletin Adeodatus(Fr. Carl’s pet rabbit) says: “Change your thoughts, 

and change the world!” Today’s bulletin cover, written by our parish music director, 

Karen Lundy, is entitled, “Celebrating Black History Month!” And she tells the story 

about an escaped slave, Augustine Tolton, of Quincy, IL, who eventually became the 

first Black Catholic priest in our country.  He was rejected by every seminary in the U. S, 

so he was sent to Rome for studies, where in 1886 he was ordained to the priesthood.  

But he was not accepted by his parishioners in his first pastorate in Quincy because of 

the color of his skin, so he was finally assigned to another parish, St. Monica’s in 

Chicago, that flourished under his leadership.  He’s now up for canonization. In my Little 

Reservoir in today’s bulletin, I tell the story of Fr. Cyprian Davis, who became the first 

black monk and priest at my alma mater, St. Meinrad Archabbey and Seminary in 1951, 

because no other monastery would accept him because he was black.  He became a 

renowned historian writing several volumes about black history and the black 

experience in the Church and in our country. Fr. Cyprian was my history professor, and 

gave the homily at my first mass in Shawneetown on September 16, 1973.  The truth of 

the matter is that racism has not only negatively impacted the history of our country, but 

of our Church as well.  This is precisely why we need to celebrate a “Black History 

Month” every year, because when we change our thoughts, we change the world! 

 I believe one of the most important accomplishments of our parish is the strong 

partnership we have established with Sister Thea Bowman Catholic School in E. St. 

Louis.  Before the pandemic hit, every year some of our ICS students would visit the 

students at Sister Thea Bowman, and some of the students from Sr. Thea Bowman 

would come and visit ICS.  Sister Thea Bowman is nearly all black and ICS is nearly all 

white. Did you know that a graduate of Sr. Thea Bowman School has a lead role in the 

Broadway hit musical “Hamilton!” Sister Thea Bowman herself, who died in 1990,  



experienced great prejudice in her life as a person, as a nun and as a teacher, but 

overcame the obstacles of systemic racism in our Church and in our country, and we 

are a more inclusive Church because of her many efforts.  She founded the Institute for 

Black Studies in New Orleans, and in 1989 she spoke to all the U. S. Bishops about 

African American Culture and Spirituality, which was a moment of powerful awakening 

for many of them – some still say today that was the most life-changing meeting the 

Bishops ever attended.  We need to celebrate a Black History Month every year, 

because when we change our thoughts, we change the world! 

 In today’s first Scripture reading from the Book of Job, Job describes his 

miserable life, saying at one point, “He is a slave who longs for the shade…” For 246 

years, the misery of Job was the plight of black people in our country, who as enslaved 

human beings from 1619 - 1865 experienced harsh mistreatment beyond description, 

as they were put in chains, sold, separated from their families, abused, beaten, 

humiliated and dehumanized in every way possible! Do you know that it will not be until 

the year 2111 before our country will have been without slavery for as long as we had 

slavery?  Indeed this is the original sin of our country, and its remnants still persist 

today, even in our Church.  Just ask Cardinal Gregory (first Black Cardinal from U.S.A), 

our former Bishop, who as a Bishop once was invited to play golf at an exclusive 

country club, and as he stood on the first tee, one of the members of the club came up 

and asked him to go fetch his golf clubs, thinking he was just a caddy because his skin 

was black.  Or ask Bishop Braxton, now retired, who was once moving some furniture in 

his car in a white Chicago suburb, and was pulled over by the police because he looked 

suspicious! This is why we need to celebrate a Black History Month every year, for 

when we change our thoughts, we change the world! 

 The major league baseball home run king, not on steroids, the late Hank Aaron, 

recalls hearing dishes being smashed in the kitchen of a restaurant where he had just 

eaten with his teammates because they didn’t want anyone eating of the same dining 

ware a black person had used.  Jackie Robinson, the first black major leaguer, a 

decorated military veteran, could not eat or stay in the same hotel with his teammates.  

The late Cardinal center fielder of the 1960’s, Curt Flood, once bewildered then Cardinal 

owner, Auggie Busch, when he asked him one day during spring training why the black 

players had to stay in a different hotel than the white players. Mr. Bush was unaware of 

that situation, and made the change the very next day.  We’ve made great progress in 

some areas, but in other areas, like economic opportunity, criminal justice, health care & 

educational equity, we’ve still got a long way to go!  But that’s a topic for another homily! 

 In today’s Gospel, Mark tells us about the physical healing Jesus brought to 

people.  In last Sunday’s Gospel, Mark told us how Jesus drove out the evil demons 

that had possessed people.  Yes, Mark begins his Gospel by making it clear that Jesus 

comes to bring us both spiritual and physical healing.  Black History Month reminds us 



that we need Jesus’s healing power in our Church, in our country and in our hearts, to 

free us from the evil demons of prejudice and racism. Despite our many efforts, this evil 

demon of racism is still present in our Church and in our country. This month, read a 

book about the black experience in our country or in our Church; watch educational 

programs on TV about it; go online and read about Fr. Augustine Tolton, Sr. Thea 

Bowman or Fr. Cyprian Davis; read some of the writings of Bishop Braxton on the racial 

divide; or read the U.S. Bishop’s 2019 pastoral on racism entitled “Open Wide Our 

Hearts – an enduring call to love!”  And in the end, there is only one race… and that is 

the human race! When we change our thoughts, we change the world.  And it is only 

when we open wide our hearts to people of all colors, all nationalities, all genders, all 

languages, and all religions, treating them as Jesus would, that we can help them and 

all the world come to believe that “God is good… all the time… All the time… God is 

good!” 

We are proud of Helen Csik of our parish for her selfless giving and recognition as  

 

Laura (Declan, Otto, Mark) Oberkfell’s Mom Kathy Neal is not responding to her chemo 
and things are not looking good.  Please put her at the top or your prayer list, just like 
everyone else who is there as we pray for a miracle.    
 
Ruth Ann Mitchell, Tammy (Brayden, Kelton, Dad Darren), Mitchell-Hines Momhas 
been diagnosed with leukemia and Tammy has asked for our prayers.   Ruth will start 
treatments this week and our hope is for a good response since it is severe.   
 
Dennis Sneff, coach at Belleville East, died as a result of Covid complications this 
week.  Prayers for Mr. Kassebaum’s coach. 
 
Grace Bartz, Mrs. Weiler’s Aunt in Kansas City, had a stroke last evening and is not 

doing well.  Please prayer for her for the right treatment to bring her back. 

Jaime Gil of the Diocesan Faith Formation Office lost his Mother last weekend.  

 Elena Nunez.  Our condolences and prayers. 



Fr. Jerry Stookey, O.P., a classmate of the Principal, lost his godchild’s husband and 
her father-in-law in a plane crash Tuesday.  3 little kids.  Unexpected losses are so 
tough to take and the Great Job  comes to mind.  Thanks for a prayer for their family. 
 

WEEKEND LOSS  Marvin Rodemich, former Transportation Director 
of CCU#4 and one of Columbia’s best, passed away last Saturday 
morning.  He bled school bus yellow and cared for each and every 
student.  He ran summertime bus tours at the parks with free hot dogs 
and soda so students could learn bus safety and not be afraid.  A very 
special and religious man and a founding family member of Christ 
Community Church here in Columbia.  God’s peace to Marv Rodemich.  

I am so glad I got to pick potatoes for you one summer! 
 

Gary Anhalt, Sarah Helfrich’s Uncle, died in Cedar Rapids last Friday while snow 
blowing.  Gary was a lifelong educator, active in the NEA, and a soccer coach.  He was 
special to Sarah and had a glowing obituary filled with stewardship.  Prayers please! 
 
PRAYERS:  Special Intention Kathy Neal, Ruth Ann Mitchell, Grace Bartz, Ruth 
Rodemich, Tish Litteken, JoAnn Swip, Donna Hoggard, Irvin Eichenseer, Steve Patton, 
Elaine Schorb, Walt and Pat Novak, Fr. Gary Gummersheimer, Harley Greer, Pat 
Whelan, Gary Greenfield, Pete Riederer, Velma Taylor, Steve Killy, Joan Prigge, 
Joanna Prigge Ellner, George Perry, Gladys Williamson, Danielle Dorlac, Arlin 
Stechmesser, Karen Hornacek, Seth Watters, Glyn Raeber, Mike Drone, Geraldine 
McCoy, Logan Eichenseer, Ashley Burris, Ed Schaefer, Libby LoPorto, Tom Giovanni, 
Dion Scherr Miller, Donna Kania, Owen Jordan, Anthony Hendricks, Shawn Eichoff, 
Charlie Stockes,  Angela Roepke, Jan Hoffmann, Bill West, Jennifer Nesser, Tom Kish, 
Patti Rottler, Mike Taylor 

LEVITICUS, CORINTHIANS, MARK I   Leprosy(Hansen’s Disease-one of the most 
curable of communicable diseases) takes the spotlight this weekend.  “Unclean, 
unclean, make way for one who is unclean” was required as a warning for people to 
avoid you as you moved about the village.  You were banished to live out of town and 
treated as the lowest of life forms.  My best image of this is its portrayal in the movie 
“Ben Hur”.  The hero’s mother and sister come down with the disease.  Ben Hur has 
several encounters with the Christ(who is never shown on camera) and ends up as a 
follower.  “If you wish, make me clean” says the leper in Mark.  And Jesus makes it so.  
Miracles come in many forms.  Some big, some little, some in the after life.  Either way, 
there are people in the world today we would not get caught dead with.  Their suffering 
and plight are served as we mission to them in lands far away through generous hearts 
who will lay their hands on them to lift them up.  Our 2% Sunday is an answer to needs 
outside our local Church and diocese.  We are all lepers.   Make us clean Lord! 
 

Mike Kish 
Principal 
 
PS KC fish fry is coming. See menu 

http://www.icscolumbia.org/uploads/3/0/8/1/3081466/fishfry-2021-knightsofcolumbus.pdf


                   
   Hands of love.  Happy St. Valentine’s Day! 

DINNER AUCTION TEASERS      Thank you Mrs. Carol Fetcho, Artist in residence, Artist 
du’jour, and Artist par excellence!    
Every year 1st grade will paint, on canvas their impression of a Master Artists work.  We select 
an Impressionist artist for the quick easy brush strokes and this year we chose Claude Monet 
and one of his Water Lily paintings.  Every child in attendance has participated and painted an 
area of the painting.  In addition, they have created two to three waterlilies on paper using color 
pencils which are cut out and decoupaged onto the canvas.  Their names are added to each of 
their flowers, so look for your childs' name.  They worked on the painting two at a time and 
created the entire water scene and I added the lily pads and flowers. 
      Both classes, Mrs. Neff and Mrs. Borgmeyer, create the same painting.  It is amazing how 
different they turn out because your child’s expression is automatically translated into the 
painting! 
 
1st Mrs. Borgmeyer - Claude Monets "Water Lilies, 1912" 
1st Mrs. Neff - Claude Monets "Water Lilies, 1912" 

        
  

     
 



Every year 8th grade will paint, on canvas, a reproduction of a Master artist.  This year we have 
chosen a lesser known Impressionist for our two reproductions. 
Each 8th grade creates a painting, one for Kassebaum and one for Taylor.   Every child in 
attendance has participated and painted an area of the reproduction. 
They paint 3 at a time creating the layers of paint and effects of light to dark in the impressionist 
style for this piece.  This year we chose impressionist artist Alfred Sisley.  Sisley is one of the 
great figures of the Impressionist movement.  A fervent disciple of outdoor painting and clear 
tone values, like Corot and Pissarro he loved the countryside of the Ile-de-France. His work, 
however, differs from theirs in its concern for composition and an almost monumental balance, 
contrasting with a quiet familiarity of his chosen sites. He is now ranked as one of the great 
Impressionist painters and one of the great landscape artists in the history of art. His works can 
be seen in many of the best art museums around the world, notably the Musee d'Orsay, Paris. 
 
Mr. Kassebaum class reproduction of "Bridge von Moret at Summer."  
Ms. Taylor's class reproduction of "Banks of the Loing River, 1885".  
Notice that the students name is written on the canvas in the area(or close to) that is their 
painting work. 

 

     
 

        
 

       
 



 


