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the mind, body, and spirit of our students within the framework of the Gospel of Jesus Christ
and the tradition of the Catholic Church.

February 7, 2020

“God is good!”
Bienvenido el parochia!

V. 45 #31

Dear Parent,

PARENTS AND FRIENDS DINNER AUCTION There's No Place Like Home in our new
Catholic Education and Activity Center on Feb. 22, 2020. Tickets are $75 per person. Send
in a check to school payable to ICS Parents and Friends or https://icshome.givesmart.com.
We have room for you! We have staged a hoop it up, have a ball, and will net some cash!

SCHOLASTIC BOWL: The ICS Scholastic Bowl team is off to a great start on their season. At the Mater Dei
Tournament, the team took 3rd out of 30 teams. ICS started the morning winning their pool with wins against
Breese, All Saints of Breese, Carriel Junior High of O’Fallon, and Fulton Junior High of O’Fallon, landing ICS as the
number 1 seed in the afternoon championship bracket. Brock Murphy received All Tournament First Team with the
most toss ups (37) in morning play. (The 2nd place finisher had 23 toss ups.). In the Championship bracket, ICS
defeated Highland and then lost to Germantown by 5 points. ICS finished the day taking 3rd place with a win
against Greenville. Carriel Jr. High(ICS beat them in the morning) placed 1st and Germantown placed 2nd. Team
members included Samantha Glasscock, Brock Murphy, Ling Pace, Drew Roche, William Sanker, Allison Stark,
Joe Tyler, Maggie Williamson, Owen Haney, and Sadie Loless. Overall, the Varsity has a record of 17-2, and the
Junior Varsity team is 11-3. Current team toss up leaders are Brock Murphy (110), Grant Monheiser (32), and
Maggie Williamson (25). Head coach is Tiffany Taylor, and assistant coach is Dan Kassebaum.

MATHCOUNTS Six ICS students competed in the annual
competition held at the SIU-Edwardsville campus on Saturday,
Feb. 1. MathCounts is a challenging contest designed to
promote math skills amongst middle school age students and
is sponsored locally by the IL Society of Professional
Engineers. Team members were eighth graders Kyra Newton,
Lindsay Harget, Marisa McGill, seventh grader Claire Barbour,
and sixth graders Avery Herrmann and Riley McGill. Kyra Newton was recognized for having the
highest score for the ICS team. The team is coached by math teacher Karen Weiler.

Parents & Friends February 10, 2020 West Park Bowling Alley
Agenda Belonging is Believing! Come and help make ICS better and better!
Bring someone that is new to Parents & Friends, that hasn’t attended a meeting before for a
chance to win an Amazon gift card. If you bring a new person, you and that person will be
entered into this raffle.
I. Opening Prayer
II. President Report: Holly Blaskiewicz
III. Vice-President Report: Stephanie Roccosalva
IV. Secretary Report: Katie Hart
V. Treasurer's Report: Kate Kienzle
VI. Public Relations Representative: Kara Boyd
VII. Teacher's Report: TBD
VIII. Principal's Report: Mr. Kish
IX. Old Business
- Magazine Drive: Kim Siegel
- Dining Out for ICS: Laurie Conrad, Jessi Gianino
X. New Business
- Dining Out for ICS: Laurie Conrad, Jessi Gianino
- Box Tops: Dierdra Doerr & Angie Gregorski
- Dinner Auction: Mandy McGuire, Tricia Haywood, Jolene Sasser
- Girls on the run: Kailey Walker
- 5K: Holly Blaskiewicz, Jen LoPorto, Nicole Schuette, Priscilla Wilkerson, Amanda Sander, Jill
Thomas
- ICS Spirit-wear: Jessi Gianino
- Casimer Pulaski Day FUNdraiser : Amanda Buhr
- Father/Daughter: Jessica Sheehan
-Give STL Day: Joyce Randle
XI. New Ideas to Discuss
XII. Closing Prayer
XIII. Next Meeting Dates
3/9 sunset overlook
4/20 ICS cafeteria
XIV. Important P&F Event Dates
Saturday, February 22nd: P&F Dinner Auction
Friday, May 1st: P&F 5K & Fun Glow Run
Thursday, August 20th: P&F Bags & Bubbly

5/11 Tinys

ICS BOOKFAIR 2020 SET A NEW RECORD! Total Sales $6,257.95 Total Books 317
This means that ICS earned $3,128.98 in Scholastic Dollars which will be used for our teachers
and students. Due to the fact that we use Scholastic Dollars, ICS receives an additional 5%,
meaning another $312.90 in Scholastic Dollars! TOTAL SCHOLASTIC DOLLARS $3,441.88!
I would like to personally thank all those who were so kind to volunteer their time this
year: Constance Dorshorst (ICS 8th grader), Jennifer Thorne, Dorian Thorne (ICS alum),
Patrice Thebeau, Eli and James Thebeau (Clifford Handlers at 5 p.m. Mass - ICS students),
Jenny Wynn, Jeanne Kish, Priscilla Wilkerson, Christina Hornacek, Julie Wittenauer, Angela
Ettling, Tammy Hoeflinger, Laura Rinella, Julie Braun, Laura Maddin, Kim Janson, Jessica
Wachtel, Valerie Stokes, Keith Huels, Nicole Duchame, Tiffany VanMatre, and Kelly
Kennedy! A special thanks to all who purchased. You have made this an amazing year! And
special thanks to our chairperson Teresa Dorshorst! Reading is portable and rewarding!

KIDS AGAINST HUNGER $857.60 from last week’s dress down day! Really close to our
goal! Can you help us build meal packets tomorrow, February 8 from 8:00 to 11:30? Cafeteria.
ACADEMIC CONTESTS: YOUNG AUTHORS CO-CHAIR NEEDED Suzanne Funk has kindly
agreed to take over next year but would like to co-chair the program with another parent if at all
possible. Thank you Suzanne and our co-chair who will step up!
YOU’VE HEARD OF MARCH MADNESS. WE HAVE MARCH MATHNESS!
MARCH MATH CONTESTS- SIGN UP IN MRS. WEILER'S ROOM!
1. SLUH Math Contest, Sat, March 7 from approx 8-11:30. This contest is for Algebra 8 and
Pre-Alg 7 students only.
2. Cor Jesu Math Contest, Sat., March 7 from approx 8:00-11:30. This contest is for any 6th
or 7th grade girls and includes an individual contest and a 4 person team contest.
3. Gibault Math Contest, Mon, March 16 from approx 3:30-5:30. This contest is open to all
students in Gr. 6-8 and we love to take a big team! Carpool to Gibault and then pick up.
Chess Meets: Blessed Sacrament - February 22, ICS - March 7, St. Clare - March
14, Queen of Peace - April 4 (Diocesan)
Chess Practices: Garden Level Tuesdays from 3:00-4:30 Gr. 2-3
3/31 Grades 4 through 8 - 2/11, 2/25, 3/10, 3/24

2/18, 3/3, 3/17,

The KC Spelling Bee results: Congrats to Lucas Sheehan on winning the trophy!
DAR ESSAY CONTEST, Whiteside Chapter Anna Videmschek was selected as 1st Place in
the annual essay contest. Congratulations Anna! This is like planning the DC Trip!
Voyage of the Mayflower by Anna Videmschek
My name is Rosanna Ross and I live in England. I am traveling with 101 people on the Mayflower to go
to the New World. I will still be under the rule of the King of England, but I am excited to be able to
practice my religion freely. It is the spring of 1620 and I am getting supplies ready to take with me.
There is not a lot of room on the ship so I have to take what is necessary. Let the packing begin!
The first thing I am bringing is food. I like to eat biscuits, bacon, rice, pork, and cheese. These will help
me not to die of starvation on the way over. Some other foods I will need to help me in the New World
are oats, vinegar, oil, beef, butter, and wheat. I also like to drink beer and cider so I will bring those. I
also hope that we can catch fish on the way over to eat and when we get to the new colony. In order to
cook food, I will bring a kettle, a frying pan, dishes, spoons, and an iron pot.
The clothes that I will be bringing are a dress/skirt, shirt, stockings, shoes, and an apron to keep my
clothes clean. I will bring seven outfits and two pairs of shoes. I will bring seven outfits one for each day
of the week. I don’t know what the weather will be like so I am going to bring a coat as well. I think it
could get cold at night out on the ocean. If I need to clean my clothes I can use the water from the
ocean.
The ocean might be dangerous because people might attack the Mayflower. I will bring a sword and a
belt to protect me. One of the people going with us on the ship is Miles Standish who is part of the
military in England. He will be there to help protect us. I will need tools to start a farming village and to
build a house for me. A shovel and hoe are needed for planting crops. To build a house the important
tools are hammers, nails, and an axe to chop down trees.

Today has finally come! We are going to set sail for the New World. It is September 6, 1620. Everything
is packed and ready to go. Once all of our supplies are on the ship and people have boarded the ship we
will leave England. Another ship named the Speedwell was sailing with us. It kept getting leaks, so it had
to turn around and go back to England. Some of the people on the Speedwell came on the Mayflower
with us and some just stayed back in England. The Mayflower was already crowded because it was not
made for people and then we added extra people from the Speedwell. It was very crowded with all our
supplies. The ride over was hard because I was very seasick and so many other people were too. One
person died and one baby was born.
It took us 66 days or 2 months to get to the Plymouth Colony in Massachusetts. We named it Plymouth
because we came from Plymouth, England. On November 9, 1620, one person on the ship yelled to the
captain, “I see land” and everyone was happy to see land again. We were supposed to land in presentday New York, but we didn’t. When we got off the ship we saw that we landed in an old Indian village
and nothing else was there. I didn’t have much food or drink left. It was winter and crops don’t grow
until spring. There also were no houses there and it was beginning to be winter. I should have brought
heavier clothes and warmer shoes instead of seven outfits. I forgot to bring blankets and that is bad
because it is getting colder. I did not bring anything to sleep on either and it will take a lot of time to
build a house. So far I didn’t need my weapons, but I don’t know who might be here. I am glad I have
them in case of an attack. I am glad I came to the Plymouth colony because I get to have religious
freedom, but it will be a long winter. I hope that we can all live a good life together here in America.
(used with permission)
MONROE /RANDOLPH ART CONTEST - MARCH 3, 2020
Columbia Middle School will be hosting the 2020 Monroe/Randolph Art Festival on Tuesday,
March 3rd. The contest will begin with registration at 5pm, then students will gather in the gym
at 515pm for contest instructions from officials. Dismissal to classrooms from the gym will begin
promptly at 5:30. Students will have one hour to draw or sculpt, then they will return to the gym
where visitors and competitors wait until judging is completed. This will take approximately 30
minutes for judges to complete. Officials will then announce the completion of judging(for each
group) and parents with students are then free to return to classrooms to pick-up artwork and
receive their placement/ribbons. The following students have been selected for the competition
this year. This is a hard decision to make, we have so many wonderful artists and only 5 spots
per grade available.
5th grade - Hayden Lieber/Illustration, Naomi Langhans/Cartooning,
Avery Melliere/Figure Draw, Ryan Kroenig/Sculpture, Will Wittenauer/Still Life
6th grade - Karina Jerkatis/Illustration, Layne Traxler/Cartooning, Paul Ott/Figure Draw,
Cheyenne May/Sculpture, Emma Tyler/Still Life
7th grade - Brooke Heimburger/Illustration, Luisanny Capellan/Cartoon,
Kaiden Timmons/Figure Draw, Brady Moore/ Still Life
8th grade will be in Washington DC this year during the competition and unable to attend. Pray
for great weather and safe travels for them.
Monroe/Randolph Art Contest Practice Schedule
All practices will be located in the lower level of school in the Art Room #113.
Pickup will be at lower level, enter through the lower level on church side (same as latchkey) for
pickup. There will be no entry to the upper level of school after 3:30pm.
All practices are after school from 2:55pm - 4:00pm
Tuesday, Feb. 11 Thursday, Feb.13 Tuesday, Feb. 18 Thursday, Feb. 20
Monday, Feb. 24 Thursday, Feb. 27 Friday, Feb. 28
*Please attend as many as possible to prepare for the contest.
Questions or concerns email Mrs. Fetcho at cfetcho@icsmail.org or text 314.565.7354

PICTURE THE MUSIC COMPETITION Every year the St. Louis Symphony hosts a
competition integrating the visual arts with the musical. The St. Louis Symphony selects a
piece of music for students to listen to and experience. They are to capture their own vision
inspired by the music in a piece of visual art.
This year the music selection was by Russian composer Aram Khachaturian, his piece
entitled Masquerade Suite - Waltz was written for the play, "Masquerade" in 1941. Kachaturian
wrote incidental music for several plays as well as several symphonies.
Students learn about the composer and listen to the music several times and choose a style in
which to translate their expression of the music, we chose the dream like style of Marc Chagall,
a Russian visual artist also involved in designing sets for plays(Fiddler on the Roof).
4th, 5th and 6th grade participated (112 students) and only 7 were selected from this group to
finish the piece and submit their work. There are only 7 selections allowed from every school
for this competition.
The competitors for this year are Avery Herrmann with "Dance of the Forest",
Paul Ott with "Doll House Dream", Karina Jerkatis with "Mystical Carousel", Andrew Ludwell
with "Circus Movement", Genevieve Nadziejko with "Under The Facade", Hope Schwartz with
"Vortex" and Emma Tyler with "Parachute Parade". Congratulations and Good Luck!!
Scholastic Bowl 2020
Blessed Sacrament Varsity won 2. JV split.
Columbia Middle School Varsity split JV split.
Tuesday, January 21st St. James JV only-won 2
Queen of Peace Varsity won 2 JV won 2
Queen of Peace Varsity 2 wins JV 2 wins
Blessed Sacrament Varsity won 2 JV split
Mater Dei Tournament @ Mater Dei High Third Place of 25 schools, Brock Murphy Toss-up Champ
All Saints Varsity won 2 JV won 2
St. Theresa Varsity won 2 JV split

Tuesday, February 11 th @ Carriel Jr High – O’Fallon
Wednesday, February 19th @ St. James
Thursday, February 27 th @ Triad
Tuesday, March 10th Fulton Jr. High – O’Fallon
Wednesday, March 11th @ Aviston
Wednesday, March 18th Lincoln Middle School – Edwardsville
Monday, March 23rd All Saints
Tuesday, March 31st Liberty Middle School – Edwardsville
Thursday, April 2nd @ Fulton Jr. High – O’Fallon
Monday, April 6th Aviston
Tuesday, April 14th Carriel Jr. High – O’Fallon
Wednesday, April 15th @ Lincoln Middle School – Edwardsville
Tuesday, April 21st @ Liberty Middle School – Edwardsville
Wednesday, April 29th Regional Monday, May 4 th Sectional
Friday, May 8th State @ Peoria Civic Center

MAGAZINE DRIVE Thanks to Kim Siegel for chairing this year and
Laura Oberkfell, Mrs. Lewis. and Mrs. Epplin for their help!
The champs and keepers of Sam the Snake! Mrs. Schauster’s Fifth
Graders.
Box Tops Collection Contest! Starts Monday, February 3rd through February 14th.
See the flyer.
Turn in 25, Coupon for a free treat
Turn in 50, two coupons
Top student receives a gift card
Top class earns an ice cream party!
THANKS to YOUR CAUSE from Wells Fargo for a $112 match!

Before

After telling them we only have 76 days left!

CALENDAR for February
12 Judge Heinz Rudolph will be here to read Lincoln’s Hat at 9:00 in the Garden level. Gr. 2-4
13 Child Protection Training 6:00 Garden Level Call Angie a 281-5105 for the Initial Training.
March 8 12:15 Knights of Columbus Catholic High School Essay Contest

2020 Actors' Attic Musical-in-a-Week camps will feature Seussical, KIDS for Grades 1-5;
Shrek Jr. for Grades 6-8; and Mary Poppins Jr. for Grades 9-13. It all happens in June! See
the forms attached for corresponding dates and all the information. Payment online is preferred
at https://the-actors-attic.square.site/ If you have any questions, contact MaryBeth Babcock
at actorsattic@gmail.org
The Father's Club now has a Facebook Page! Next Fathers Club event is Poker Night on
March 6! https://www.facebook.com/ICSFathersClub/ Thanks to our Dads for all they do for us!
THE SPORTING NEWS…
Columbia Athletic Association is taking registration. See the flyer and get on the ball field!
Family Bowling Night Sun. Feb. 16th, from 3:30pm to 5:30pm.
-West Park Bowl, 1101 Valmeyer Rd., Columbia, IL
-Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus Council 6165
$40.00 per lane includes shoe rental, one pizza, and one pitcher of soda. Singles ($10) and
couples ($20) are welcome. We will combine individual bowlers in lanes if necessary. Child
friendly bumpers are available. Click on the flier to register to attend online. Pay at the event.
Link to sign up form: - the website links here if you click the image
https://form.jotform.com/200135482083144
KC Bowling Night Details:

SECOND CHANCE SALE! 2:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. on Wednesday, February 12th
We know that many of you were disappointed that you did not have the opportunity to attend
the ICCCW Excess Baggage Chic Boutique event. We had a guest limit, so many of you
were not able to purchase tickets. We had no idea that the event would sell out so quickly. With
that being said, the Immaculate Conception Council of Catholic Women (ICCCW) is having a
Second Chance Sale! We collected so many amazing items that we simply could not sell them
all that evening. That means you get a second chance at checking out our incredible
merchandise. We still have many fabulous purses, jewelry, scarves, shoes, boots, pashminas,
belts, sunglasses, etc. and the best part, we are selling every item for the very low price of
$3.00. Yes, we said, $3.00 per item. We will accept cash, check or credit card. So, come on
down to the Garden Level of the church between the hours of 2:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. on
Wednesday, February 12th to see the treasures that await you. But hurry, because this
second chance sale lasts for 1 day. See you soon, and thank you in advance for your support.
The Officers of the ICCCW----Ginna Hamilton, Kathy Ritter, Judy Bates and Joyce Randle
LADIES DAY OUT See last week. Holy Family Parish flyer Feb. 9

CHILDREN’S CHOIR Our next time singing on Sunday will be Feb 23rd. at 9 a.m. There will
be no choir on Wednesday the 26th.
Kyle Barbour, Jacob Muehler, Jerry Huang will be doing their Gibault Senior Project here
from Feb. 24-March 13. Mrs. Murphy has graciously accepted setting their schedules. Mrs.
Zika will be in consultation. Kyle has Claire here and plays the guitar, Jacob has good
memories of the Gibault Senior Project when he attended SPPCS, and Jerry is from Taiwan
so we sure want to plug him in a little with Geography. All 3 want to be engineers. We are
happy they jumped on the ICS train!
CORONAVIRUS LOCAL CONNECTION UPDATE: Tom Funffsinn is an ICS/Gibault grad teaching
English in China. Here is an update from my query to his dad Mark who now lives in his native Peoria.
Hi Mr. Kish! It's good to hear from you! Tom is doing well and living in Beijing, now teaching at a high end high
school, and plans to return to the USA this summer after this school year is finished. He is now engaged to a
Chinese lady and is working on the visa to have her return here and be married when they get here. He is
currently safely isolated in his apartment and is not at risk of exposure to the virus, but the longer this goes on,
there could be issues with having enough food on hand to continue. He stocked up on non-perishable food so he is
OK for a while.
And back from Tom:
Hey Mr. Kish,
Glad you reached out and were thinking about me. My dad pretty much summed up how it's going over
here in Beijing. My fiancé and I made the key decision to stay put before we would've traveled for the
Chinese Spring Festival. The major news started coming out the day before we would've left. Since our
route would've taken us through Wuhan to Natalie's hometown area near Jingzhou, Hubei, we decided it
wasn't worth risking it. That was good because Jingzhou was put under quarantine on the afternoon we
would've been on the train and we would be stuck there until further notice. Jingzhou also has a couple
hundred cases now so we're worried about her family, most of whom came back there for the holidays
and for part of the holiday visiting it seems they carried on as normal and possibly got exposed. We
won't really know for another week or two because of the virus' incubation period.
Right now my high school is following the general Beijing directives and it's unlikely we'll go back to work
when we normally would've. Instead we will be organizing online learning. They've been advising people
who departed China for traveling to not return until further notice. So, I have colleagues who are back
home in the US and elsewhere who may not even be able to return for a while.
These days we're trying to stay indoors as much as possible and we stocked up a bunch because most
of all I fear panics and empty grocery store shelves, as happened with SARs and generally in uncertain
times. The streets are pretty much dead in Beijing. Part of that is because many regulars are away for
Spring Festival, but it seems like it's more than that. I had to go out one day and saw the public buses,
normally filled or at least with some passengers in down periods, were entirely empty except for the
driver and security. That was a huge tell for me. Outside everybody is wearing masks, so that's a
promising sign. They say that even though Beijing has quite a few cases, it's likely that those cases are
people who came from elsewhere and the infections aren't spreading in the city itself. Who knows
though.
The world won't really know the extent of this until about February 8. That's when the 2 week incubation
period ends for all the transmissions that happened at the start of the Spring Festival mass traveling.
With more travel restrictions happening, it doesn't look like I'll come back early. I don't think I would
anyhow since I can't leave Natalie behind alone. So, bunker down and take any common sense
precaution is still the plan for now.
I hope all is well at ICS and let me know if any students or teachers have questions. You all are more
than welcome to reach out and I'm glad to share any of my experiences over the past five years of living
in China, especially now since I have plenty of down time on my hands.
Best, Thomas Funffsinn

CUT PEOPLE SOME SLACK, WOULD YA? It is so easy for humans to be critical. My Dad taught me
a lot when he caught me making fun of Hobby Wenkel, our town hobo, as a kid. Mr. Wenkel was one of
Columbia’s brightest until he came back from WW I with PTSD and met with no government safety net
or help or even a veterans’ pension. Cutting each other slack helps the world be a safer place. Some of
the men in town built Mr. Wenkel a home near the end of his life. Work for social justice.

Lauren Eichenseer Please say a prayer for Lauren as she recovers from an accident and
pneumonia. Keeping Logan away from common illness has been hard too.
PRAYERS: Special Intention Geraldine McCoy, Lauren Darr, Danielle Dorlac, Debbie
Buechler, Lindsay White, Kathy Neal, Lindsey Herbeck, Dan Hoeflinger, Logan Eichenseer,
Patrick Kish, Marian Wickersham, Tom Keeven Sr., Ed Schaefer, Libby LoPorto, Tom
Giovanni, Dion Scherr Miller, Donna Kania, Owen Jordan, Anthony Hendricks, Mark Fiore,
Shawn Eichoff, Charlie Stockes, George Perry, Angela Roepke, Jan Hoffmann, Bill West,
Jennifer Nesser, Tom Kish, Patti Rottler, Mike Taylor
NOTHING LIKE A “FIFTH” SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME The great religions can make fun
of themselves. But all their work is geared towards the less fortunate of mind, body, and spirit
which is why faith touches us all. The saddest end of life encounters I have had are when
people have no faith to cling too. Regrets abound. Forgiveness withheld. Families in
dysfunction. You cannot make a legal will that will ever set all things right. For me, this is
another reason to try to do your best now so you don’t have regrets later. Sometimes you
celebrate an anniversary early just in case. Sometimes you go out of your way to take care of
sick family or make amends so you don’t get caught with regrets later. And you realize the
world is bigger than you. As in Isaiah, you “Share your bread with the hungry, shelter the
oppressed and the homeless; clothe the naked when you see them, and do not turn your back
on your own.” In Matthew 5 Jesus reminds us we are SALT, we are LIGHT. We all know about
the need for light since we crawled out of the cave. Salt and water are basic human
necessities. Just a couple miles from here at Sugar Loaf Mound by Imbs Station Road, there
was a salt lick. The animals licked the earth. The Indians and settlers knew there was a salt
deposit below left by glaciation. The Salt Roads of ancient times kept people alive then, just
like today, for that is how our neurons allow the electricity in our brains to flow.
Be Salt. Be Light. Be Faith-filled!

Mike Kish
Principal
PS WELCOME TO OUR WORLD! Daisy Burris, 5 pounds + 12 ounces, joined Lilly’s(Pre-K)
family(Ashley and Raymond) Friday. Thanks be to God!
PS Columbia Rotary Club blood drive Feb. 11 at Turner Hall Have a heart! Give the gift of
life and be someone’s Valentine!
PS NEXT WEEK: Next Friday is a half-day with faculty meetings in the afternoon. So St.
Valentine’s Day and the heart of the school’s birthday(Mrs. Epplin) is early release at 11:20. No
school on February 17 in honor of Presidents’ day.

Another milestone! Our stage curtains are up! Prayers for a big grant!(not $100)
Dorothy Weinel Eppinger Foundation --- Spring Concert Series --- Free---Promote

A thank you letter for the joy you bring to a child you may never meet:
Griffin Center An Agency of Catholic Urban Programs
P.O. Box 2185 East St. Louis, IL 62202
(618) 874-0637/(618) 874-2500
January 6, 2020
Dear Mike
Today the children have returned to Griffin Center sites after their Christmas break. I
would have loved for you to see the joy in their young faces as they readily engaged in
play with their center friends. Taking the opportunity to ask each one about how their
Christmas was, I found that most of the children readily used words that conveyed it
was a positive experience. It was noticeable, however, that for some of our children, it
was what they received from the Center that they named as their favorite gift. This is
likely also an indication that it was the only gift they may have received.
We are grateful to you and Immaculate Conception School for their generosity with our
children this year. The thoughtfulness in choosing what was provided for each child is
so touching. Because of each of you, we have happy children who know that they are
cared about by others. Thank you for helping us to let them be the children that they are in a world
that can be unsafe and unpredictable.

By way of update regarding Griffin Center, Dr. Henrietta Young has completed her first year as program
director for Griffin Center. She has brought a dedicated investment in our program and a repeated
appreciation for all that is provided for our children by staff, volunteers and supporters such as
yourselves. Our staff are continuing to develop their knowledge and skill in providing trauma informed
care for each of our children. Our stories of success in meeting our children where they are, are many as
the staff develop in their professionalism.
Thank you and all those who have joined with you in reaching out to our children in generous caring
ways. Your flexibility with providing unwrapped gifts as well as ones that needed to be wrapped made it
easier for the parents to select appropriate items for the younger siblings this Christmas. Know that
each of you are daily in our prayers. May God grant you many graces and blessings in this coming year
of 2020.

Gratefully,
The Children, famílies, and Staff of Griffin Center
P.S. The two children at the top of the page experienced the fatal
shooting of their mother a year ago in the summer. To see the smiles
on their faces is a testament to the safety and support they experience
by continuing to come to the Orr Weathers Center. Thanks for adding
to those smiles!

